
Notes from the Rector 

 My father was with the Forest Service, so we moved 

around a lot when I was growing up.  The first question anyone 

asks when they find out is, “How was that for you?”  Even 

though I know that wasn’t everyone’s experience, mine was 

that I loved it. Yes, moving meant leaving a house, community, 

and friends I loved, but it was inevitable, because that’s what 

the Forest Service did back then: moved people around on a 

regular basis.  Brooding over it wouldn’t change reality.  What I 

had to do was find what there was to love about where I was, 

not where I used to be.  Plus, it helped that my father loved 

moving to new places. 

 That was part of why he decided to move from the 

Bureau of Public Roads to the Forest Service in the first place.  

He said years later that about every five years he’d start feeling 

like maybe there was another place to go, other things to see 

and do.  He set the 

example for the family. 

 When you move 

to a new place, whether it 

was your choice or not, be 

in that place.  It was God’s 

directive to the people of 

Israel while they were in 

exile in Babylon.  In 

Chapter 29:4-7 Jeremiah 

tells them, ““Thus says 

the Lord of hosts, the God 

of Israel, to all the exiles 

whom I have sent into 

exile from Jerusalem to 

Babylon: Build houses and 

live in them; plant gardens 

and eat their 

produce. Take wives and 

have sons and daughters; 

take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 

marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply 

there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city 

where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its 

behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”  In other 

words, bloom where you’re planted. 

 That’s the same frame of mind I unconsciously 

brought to the changes of last year.  Denying COVID wasn’t 

going to make it go away.  Denying racism wasn’t’ going to  
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make it go away.  Denying the resurgence of white suprema-

cy as a political force wasn’t going to make it go away.  Cling-

ing to the old life was not going to increase our potential for 

finding joy in the new life.  (Clinging to the old life was not 

going to increase our potential for having a life at all!)  What 

would help would be accepting the changes as they came and 

finding a way to incorporate them into a new life. 

 Live where you are, not where you wish you could 

be.  If that old world had been so great for everyone in Jere-

miah’s time, Israel would never have gone into exile.  Israel’s 

denying the truth of their failure to serve God as God 

asked—caring for the poor, welcoming the foreigner, elimi-

nating economic oppression, making sure the life that was 

good for me was good for everyone—was why God allowed 

Babylon to defeat and destroy them. Denying our truth has 

brought us to the same brink of disaster.  The only thing that 

will save us is acknowl-

edging the truth of our 

failures and trusting God 

to help us mend where 

things are broken.   

 Father Richard 

Rohr is a Franciscan friar 

and ecumenical teacher 

who bears witness to the 

deep wisdom of Christian 

mysticism and traditions 

of action and contempla-

tion. He is the founder of 

the Center for Action and 

Contemplation (CAC) and 

academic Dean of the Liv-

ing School in Albuquer-

que, New Mexico, where 

he has lived since 

1986.  For over fifty years, 

Father Richard’s personal 

experience of God’s infinite and transforming love has in-

spired his lifelong work of helping to remove the barriers that 

keep people from knowing God’s love for themselves.  

 One of his daily meditations is included in this 

week’s newsletter, and I hope you will find it comforting and 

stimulating.  If you do, consider signing up for his daily med-

itation at https://cac.org/email-sign-up/ 

  Melinda+ 

Good Friday Labyrinth Walk. Photo by Terry Allen. 



Where the Cherry Blossoms End  

I have been informed by a fellow teacher this fine morning, that this kind of 
halcyon weather is called  ‘kaisei’ in Japanese. I did not know the word, so I pulled 
out a dictionary. Formally, the translation  read cloudless weather, but when I looked at 

it with a critical eye, I noted the two characters that made  up the word: kai (快), and 

sei (晴); another meaning became clear. Kai means cheerful, pleasant, or  agreeable. Sei 

means to clear up, as in feelings.  
Ah!  

What better a description of crisp spring morning?!  

I can think of none!  

And so, on this decidedly fine spring morning, I would like to enlighten 
our hearts, and lighten our loads.  

Japan has a traditional calendar of 72 micro-seasons that have been passed 
down through the ages,  and the current season as of this writing is “Grain 

Rain.” From now until April 24th, the rains are  revered as the drops to soften the earth and bless the lands so grain crops might 
ripen in good measure.  But of course, a cloud-wracked sky is not the apple of the layman’s eye, that position belongs to the  epitome 
of the Japanese spring: The Cherry Blossom.  

Fragile, and sparingly beautiful, Cherry Blossoms come into bloom for hardly a week every year,  but during 
their reign, they have no equal. They are the paramour of every soul in the country, the  subject of countless love 
poems, and the muse of every drunk for the last five centuries—and yet, a  simple rain shall always be their 
downfall. Sometimes the rain and winds come early and rip the delicate  petals from their stems in a manner so 
rough, you wish to kneel to retrieve the flowers at your feet  and cradle them back to their branch. But of course, 
you may not; once fallen, the flower may never  return to its branch. And so often, I mourn the “Grain Rain.” I 
am no farmer; I am a layman with an  old-soul, a drunk with a pencil.  

I want to see them bloom year-round! I think. I want these flowers to live forever!  

Sometimes I scream at the storm to go away and come another day, just like that old children’s  rhyme, ex-
cept in my rhyme it’s: come again another year, or even better, never! But in the midst of my  screaming at the wailing winds, a 
sober thought comes to me.  

They are only so beautiful, because they are gone so soon; and so are we… And so are we. God made the world and everything in 
it in seven days; a week of beauty and rest, the most beautiful  and graced among us always seem to die early, and in the grand 
scheme of all things every human is  not but a bloom of Cherry Blossoms, soon to be reaped by the rains of time. And we mourn 
them.  We mourn ourselves and our loved ones and our short-lived lives. We scream at the cruelty of the  world raining down upon us 
as if in a chaotic fit of jealously; we plead with death and time to come  again another day, any day, another year, never.  

In this mourning, our hearts are not misplaced; it is the duty of any good attendant—friend, family,  or 
passerby—to mourn the loss of beauty. But it is a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to  consider the 
rains as well, and know that it brings life to the soil; in equal measure to our sadness,  should we grow peace in 
our hearts. The “Grain Rain” will feed the hungry, and there will always be  more cherry blossoms next year, but only if we are 
willing to part with the ones of today. And we  should be thankful for our fragility, that just like the delicate blossoms, when we fall 
into the river  

below, we shall flow into the ocean and join every petal that has been swept out onto the waves by  the winds 
and rain throughout the ages. There is no need to return to the branch when an ocean of  blooms are waiting to 
receive us.   

I live on the north-western coast of Japan, on the rim of a wide bay, in the township of Ishinomaki. Because 
it is in a bay, Ishinomaki often has balmy weather; the Cherry Blossoms are plentiful and grow well here. The 
name of my town translates to whorl of stone. Because it is in a bay, Ishinomaki  often has a whorl of stormy weather hanging 
over its head; the rains come often and fall heavily here.  Today I was reminded that beautiful weather is transient, is ephemeral, but 
that after a cloudy display  of any magnitude, a cheerful blue is also waiting to bless you.  

Matthew J. McKee  

April 22, 2021 



Captivity: the state of being held prisoner, the involun-

tary restriction of movement, not being able to leave or 

escape. 

 In 536 B.C., King Cyrus of Persia, succes-

sor to King Nebuchadnezzar who had defeated 

the Jewish nation and took imprisoned Jews to 

Babylon, released the captives.  After seven long 

decades, the Jewish believers could return home.   

 In today’s world, we have had a parallel 

experience, trapped in a global pandemic.  Gath-

erings were halted, family and special events can-

celled, churches prohibited from in-person wor-

ship and everyday routines upset. Like the Jewish 

captives, we are emerging from confinement.  We 

return to a world that changed before our eyes and we are changed as well. What did God’s people do post-Babylon 

and what can His Word teach us on managing this upheaval? 

 We will experience a wide range of emotions. In the Third Chapter of Ezra, he discussed the people’s response to 

the new temple being constructed, “many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the 

former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this [new] temple being laid, while many others 

shouted for joy.”  Those who missed the past, their “normal” felt deep grief while others were joyous for the new.  

During Covid-19, many experienced significant heartache and loss.  Both grieving and rejoicing during this time 

are totally normal and acceptable responses.  Let’s be generous and extend empathy and mercy to others and our-

selves. 

Pray first, speak second. Nehemiah was the King’s cupbearer, the first line of defense, the man who tasted and tested 

the wine in case someone wanted to poison King Cyrus.  When the king asked him, “What is it you want?”, Nehe-

miah 2:4 records, “Then I prayed to the God of heaven and I answered the king.” 

Look for God to provide support in different ways.  After Nehemiah’s request to King Cyrus for help rebuilding the 

temple, the king issued a building permit, furnished a military escort, provided timber from the royal forest and 

stones from the royal quarry, returned the stolen temple treasures, and agreed all construction costs would be 

paid from the royal treasury (Ezra:6:1-6).  God is not limited to using only those who believe in Him. 

Break a major task into smaller projects.  When the Jews began reconstruction, they first built new gates and a wall 

around the area where the temple was to be built, then they began the temple construction (Nehemiah 2:17). We 

don’t have to rush everything all at once. The Bible never records Jesus rushing anywhere at anytime. Never. 

We can leave some things behind.  The prophet Haggai (1:5-6) encouraged the Jewish people, and us today, to evalu-

ate everything before resuming old ways.  He wrote, “Give careful thought to your ways.”  Before we hurry back 

into old routines, we can ponder our lives, our relationships, our use of time and money. Instead of a “To Do” list, 

maybe we could try a “Don’t Do” list and drop old worn-out habits, beliefs and grudges. 

Focus on relationship, not religion.  Zechariah (7:10) gave the returned Jews, and us, insight on God’s heart when he 

wrote, “Treat one another justly, love your neighbors, be compassionate with each other.  Don’t take advantage of 

widows, orphans, foreigners and the poor. Don’t plot and scheme against one another.”  

Express thanks.  After the construction was completed, Nehemiah assembled all the people, dignitaries and choirs of 

thanksgiving in a public ceremony to express gratitude to God.  As Viktor Frankl noted in his seminal book, 

Man’s Search for Meaning, “Everything can be taken from a person but one thing: the last of human freedoms – to 

choose one’s attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way.”  Gripe or gratitude, our choice 

will make all the difference in our new-found freedom.  Thank you, Lord! 

Return from Captivity  by Jocelyn Moore  



Art and the Liturgical Year: Bringing the Church Kalendar 

to Life  You are invited to watch the free webinar, Art and 

the Liturgical Year, which explores ways of engaging artists 

with churches/congregations using the church liturgical cal-

endar.  It was created by the Consortium of Endowed Epis-

copal Parishes (CEEP) Network in partnership with CARA-

VAN, and is moderated by Bishop Paul-Gordon Chandler.  

This webinar can be viewed at ceepnetwork.org/art/ 

 

We will have in-person worship livestreamed on Zoom at 

9 am on Sundays unless the County Public Health Officer 

changes his recommendations.  Those who wish can join 

virtually.  Communion will follow our COVID in-person 

protocols for those at the church: people will come forward 

individually to receive a wine-infused wafer.  Those who are 

on Zoom should stay online at the end of the service to re-

quest the number of wafers needed, either verbally or in the 

Chat.  They may pick up their communion wafers after the 

service or have them delivered.  Following the service is a 

physically distanced but socially close gathering in the Un-

dercroft to catch up and chat face to face.  Looking forward 

to seeing you! 

 

Congregations are invited to schedule a "Future Church 

Summit" Retreat  A number of Episcopal Churches in Wyo-

ming participated in the Future Church Summit offered by 

Fresh Expressions US this past winter; however, not all were 

able to take full advantage of the content because of the 

dates and times for the live version. Some, including Trinity 

Lander’s co-rectors Revs. Walt and Janet Seeley, asked the 

Rev. Bobbe Fitzhugh, Canon for Mission, Outreach and 

Evangelism to facilitate a leadership retreat using the video 

recordings from the Future Church Summit.  

 Over the course of the retreat, participants identified 

what has died or been lost by the church during the Covid-

19 season, what new things and opportunities came to life; 

what core values define the congregation right now and 

what unique gifts Trinity Lander offers the community. Core 

values are of deep importance to a church and create the 

culture of that church. While churches tend to want to jump 

to aspirational values, it is important to be authentically who 

they are – not who they think they “should be,” not who the 

mega-church on the corner is, but who the church actually is 

right now.  

 Congregations must have an outward-facing mis-

sion in order to re-energize their existing congregation in a 

post-Covid world. Congregations that inhabit their build-

ings but not their communities may be looking at a bleak 

future. The mission of the church is to be Christ’s ambassa-

dor to the world and the new front door of the church is the 

internet. Embrace it! In one of the breakout sessions, partici-

pants were encouraged to do a deep faith-filled dive of es-

tablished church liturgies and remix a bit with experimental 

communities. The gap between traditional and new, gath-

ered and sent, can be bridged through an honoring of both. 

The retreat ended with an exercise imagining what the 

church could look like in 10 years if Trinity Lander took the 

changing world and the hybrid traditional/new model seri-

ously. 

 All churches are invited to consider holding this 

retreat led by Rev. Bobbe Fitzhugh, our Canon of Mission, 

Outreach and Evangelism, toward thinking about what it 

means to become a church of tomorrow. For more infor-

mation or to schedule a retreat, email:  

bobbe@wyomingdiocese.org 

 

 

Sublette County Vaccination Update  As of April 22, Sub-

lette County Public Health has fully vaccinated 1,836 people. 

Sublette County has fully vaccinated a total of 17.14% of our 

population over 18 years of age, and 36.1% of our popula-

tion over 65 years of age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

La Croix d'Agadez Pectoral Cross  Bishop Chandler's pecto-

ral cross is the Croix d'Agadez, obtained in Dakar, Senegal 

where he grew up.  La Croix d'Agadez (Cross of Agadez) is 

also referred to as the “Cross of the Sahara.”  It is known to 

symbolize and carry a message of love within the culture of 

the Tuareg people, a nomadic Berber tribe of the Sahara 

(known often as the “Blue people of the desert,” due to their 

indigo blue robes).  In Tamashek, the Tuareg language, the 

word “love” is pronounced TORA, and is represented as "  " 

in their Tifinagh alphabet, assembling together the + and 0 

signs, which are the shapes that form the Croix d’Agadez.  

The designs that often appear around the + and 0 symbols, 

help to embed the theme of love within Tuareg culture.  

There is also other symbolism.  The Tuaregs in the Sahara 

wear this cross as jewelry, representing the symbol of the 

southern star which guides their nomadic people through-

out their desert travels.  The four points on the Croix 

d'Agadez represent the four cardinal directions – north, 

south, east and west.  Additionally, there are 22 different 

Agadez cross shapes, based on the "  " symbolism, represent-

ing the 22 oases in the Sahara Desert that the Tuareg people 

stop at on their nomadic journeying, reminding us that we 

are all “pilgrims.” 

mailto:bobbe@wyomingdiocese.org


St. Andrew’s Tour de Wyoming visit with 
Paul-Gordon and Lynn Chandler 

 On April 21st, St. Andrews was blessed with a visit by the NEW Wyoming Bishop, The Right Reverend 

Paul-Gordon Chandler and his lovely wife, Lynne, who is also a gifted pianist! St. Andrew’s was the 37th church 

they have visited since arriving in Wyoming. In the Parish Hall Bishop Paul-Gordon told us about his feelings of 

connection to Wyoming because of our similarities to Senegal, the country where he spent much of his childhood, 

and about his experiences serving and shepherding small rural churches throughout his career. He shared his belief 

that the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming is perhaps the diocese best positioned to move into the future as we come 

out of a particularly traumatic year, because of our resilience, tenacity, diversity, and resources. He reminded us 

that for the first time the majority of people in America do not consider themselves Christians, in large part because 

what they hear loudly claiming to be Christianity is the very opposite of love.  But that majority’s values align with 

what Jesus taught his followers to be.  The Episcopal Church is also aligned with those values of love.  We are per-

fectly positioned to let those people know that the Way of Love, the Way of Jesus, is the way they’ve already cho-

sen, if we are motivated by the desire to introduce them to a loving God.   

 We moved upstairs to join in a contemplative service, with Taizé music played and led by Lynne Chandler.  

Using the Matthew 14:22-33 text—Jesus walking on the water, Peter walking to meet him, and Jesus saving him 

from sinking—Bishop Paul-Gordon encouraged us to take the risk of getting out of the boat to be in relationship 

with Jesus, because even if we sink, Jesus will help us keep walking.  And when we come back to the boat, we’ll 

find we have a new way of seeing and understanding the world.  The Bishop invited us to revitalize and reenergize 

our worship and church life, going out and building relationships as the community people need, not as the build-

ing they should visit.   

 Then we shared Eucharist at God’s table, reminding ourselves that as God offers us food both physical and 

spiritual, we are to feed ourselves and each other in the same way.  Bishop Chandler blessed us to be innovators of 

the Gospel just as Paul was, and reminded us of our commission to make Jesus known in the world by showing 

people where he is already present in their lives and hearts.  We can use the best of what is old and what is new in 

the Episcopal Church to reveal him to those who long for him. 

Joni Mack, Sr. Warden 

(307) 690-0669 

joni@ravenscrowne.com 

 

Cody Saxton, Jr. Warden 

(307) 749-4623 

codywsaxton@yahoo.com 

 

Sheryl Boroff 

(307) 859-8244 

jskk@centurytel.net 

 

Sarah Hixson 

(307) 231-9666 

sarahmi5@wyoming.com 

 

Sue Holtz 

 (307) 231-4508 

prorehab@wyoming.com 

 

John Lund 

(307) 258-2280 

jlund1911@gmail.com 

 

Caitlin Baxley-Mansur 

(307) 231-3163 

Caitlinbaxley_16@hotmail.com 

 

Andrea Paulsen 

(307) 231-5443 

andreasnort@gmail.com 

 

Bob Zakotnik 

(307) 679-3752 

rmmkzakotnik@gmail.com 

St. Andrew’s Vestry 
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Words of Wisdom for the Pandemic by Father Richard Rohr 

 I believe this past year has been an apocalyptic time, though not necessarily in the way we might think. When 

the Center for Action and Contemplation staff first started speaking with me in the fall of 2020 about potential themes 

for the 2021 Daily Meditations, we were about seven months into the COVID-19 pandemic. Social distancing and stay-

ing home were the norm. The presidential campaign, with all its ugly rhetoric, was in full swing. Only half-joking, I 

suggested “apocalypse” as a theme! But the Daily Meditations editorial team took my idea seriously and transformed 

it into something broader, deeper, and much more accessible. We called this year’s theme “A Time of Unveiling.” For 

many of us, the word “apocalypse” conjures thoughts of the rapture, fear, a vengeful God, and violent and exclusive 

religion. It is an overwhelming judgment on Western Christianity that it is drawn to such beliefs. But despite its mis-

use, I’m convinced the biblical meaning of apocalypse is a helpful and ultimately hopeful framework. 

 A quick etymology of the word will help: kaluptein is the Greek word for “to cover” and apo means “un,” so 

apokaluptein means to uncover or unveil. While we primarily use the word “apocalypse” to mean to destroy or threat-

en, in its original context, apocalypse simply meant to reveal something new. The key is that in order to reveal some-

thing new, we have to get the old out of the way. 

 I begin my book Eager to Love with these poetic words from Neale Donald Walsch that put this quite nicely.  

“Yearning for a new way will not produce it. Only ending the old way can do that. You cannot hold onto the old all 

the while declaring that you want something new. The old will defy the new; the old will deny the new; the old will 

decry the new. There is only one way to bring in the new. You must make room for it.”  

 That’s what apocalyptic literature does. It helps us make room for something new by clearing out the old—old 

ideas, old stories, old ways of thinking—especially if we’ve become overly attached to them. The goal of apocalyptic 

language, as used in the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, is to shake people out of their reliance on conventional wis-

dom and undercut where we all operate on cruise control. 

 The most common mistake is to confuse apocalyptic literature with prophetic literature.  They serve very 

different functions. Apocalyptic writing deconstructs the “taken-for-granted world” by presenting a completely differ-

ent universe, similar to what a good novel or even a science fiction movie does for us. As the Buddhist heart sutra says 

it, “Gone, gone, utterly gone, all has passed over to the other side.” It makes room for the reconstruction of a new vi-

sion of peace and justice, which is the job of the prophets. Yes, prophets do plenty of deconstruction too, but it is al-

ways to make room inside the mind and soul for vision, expansion, hope, and a future inhabited by God and not by 

fear. 

 

I don't preach a social gospel; I preach the gospel, period.  The gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ is concerned with the whole person.  When people were hungry, Je-

sus didn't say: 'Now is that political or social?'  He said: 'I feed you.'  Because 

the good news to a hungry person is bread."  Desmond Tutu 
 

 



Geese on Pond by Andrea Paulsen 

Trumpeter Swans byAndrea Paulsen 

Camp Grow is still hiring camp counselors for this summer! If anyone knows of someone looking for 

an outdoor job working with kidsJune through August, they would love to hear from you.  Here is 

the link for the job description: http://greenriveroutreach.com/Employment.html 

Coffee Hour Returns! 
If you'd like to host coffee hour every now and then, please give a shout to Joni Mack (307) 6790-0669 or 

email joni@ravenscrowne.com to get on the list and the schedule soon to be formulated. Coffee hour is really very sim-

ple and appreciated by all who stay to visit. A quick lesson on the coffee maker and any kind of food you'd like to 

bring is all that is needed. You can team up with a friend to make it a bonding experience! 

  

Lay Readers - An Organized Rotation of Readers will Begin Soon 
Lay readers, or Lectors, are a great way to learn to speak in front of people. If you've been a reader during the services 

before, please let Melinda know that you'd like to be on the rotation of readers. Maybe you've thought that you might 

like to be one, but don't know exactly what is required, also contact Melinda - she is ready to schedule training. You 

might think, "I already know how to read, what is the training?" Training is really about when you read, and how to 

lead the psalm and the prayers. 

 

A Sad Event 
Sara Noble Moore, daughter of Ruth Noble and sister of Charlotte and David, died suddenly this month. If you would 

like to send a note, you can reach Ruth and Charlotte at PO Box 36, Cora, WY 82925. 
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PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

UPCOMING DATES IN MAY 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Saturday Taizé services in-

person and by Zoom at 6 pm. 

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Sunday services in-person and 

by Zoom at 9 am unless otherwise 

announced. 

May 10: Vestry meeting in-person and by Zoom at 

5:30 pm in the Parish Hall. 

May 14-June 14:  Virtual Online Children's Art Ex-

hibition showcasing artwork inspired 

by the story of Abraham and Sarah’s 

hospitality in “welcoming strangers” on 

the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming’s 

website. 

May Birthdays  

Hattie McKay  5/5 

Shannon Reach  5/6 

Leanne McClain  5/9 

Mindy Seehafer  5/10 

Julie Belton   5/12 

Mariah McKay  5/13 

Barb Pape   5/14 

Tom Noble   5/15 

Maddox Gelhausen  5/16 

Jill Maier   5/17 

Maeve Poulsen  5/17 

Mary Kay Zakotnik  5/25 

Bill Kleven   5/26 

Suzanne Walker  5/31 

Morgan Holz   5/31 


