
St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

524 W. Pine Street 

Pinedale, Wyoming 82941 

Phone: (307) 367-2674 

Web: www.standrewsinthepines.org 

Email: standrewspinedale@gmail.com 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

October, 2019 



A Note from the Rector 

We have started the process of electing a new bishop for the Episcopal 
Diocese of Wyoming.  We’ve completed our interviews with congrega-
tions, and the Search Committee will be putting together a profile for the 
diocese that will inform prospective candidates what we’re like, what our 
values are, and what our goals are as a diocese.  Now the Search Com-
mittee would like people to help find good candidates.  If you know of a 
priest or bishop—in Wyoming or in some other diocese—that you think 
would work well for us, submit their name to the Search Committee.  Our 
consultant Rob Voyle recommended we not get stuck in preconceived 
ideas, but be open to a variety of backgrounds for our candi-
dates and start with as large a pool as we can.  The process of 
checking recommendations and asking initial questions will help 
reduce the numbers, but we are an active and attractive diocese, 
and we need to behave as such.  The wider the pool of appli-
cants, the more likely the person God is calling to be our next 
bishop will be in that pool. 

 

We are not just a place with great hunting, fishing, skiing and 
hiking, even though far too many job interviews in Wyoming elicit 
those as the reasons why candidates are applying for positions 
here.  You would probably be shocked at how many people get 
hired who say in their interviews those are the only reasons they 
want the job, then do their jobs in just that way.  We deserve better, and we can demand better.  
Our next bishop should be applying for the position because reading our profile makes them feel 
like they would be coming home to their people, their family.  We belong to God and to one an-
other, and our landscapes, our worship, our study, our celebrations, our pilgrimages, and our ser-
vice to and with our communities constantly remind us of that.  Our bishops have understood and 
valued that.  The 10th  Bishop of Wyoming should do so as well. 

 

Melinda+ 

A rattlesnake, if cornered, 

will become so angry it will 

bite itself.  That is exactly 

what the harboring of hate 

and resentment against oth-

ers is—a biting of oneself.  

We think that we are harm-

ing others in holding these 

spites and hates, but the 

deeper harm is to ourselves.      

—E. Stanley Jones 

The last vestiges of Summer on the Willow Lake Trail 



Blessing of the Animals 

October 4th is the feast day for St. Francis of Assisi.  While Francis’ priorities were observing the Holy Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and living in obedience in personal and corporate poverty, he also preached the 
Christian doctrine that the world was created good and beautiful by God, all creatures should praise God, 
and the people have a duty to protect and enjoy nature as both the stewards of God's creation and as crea-
tures ourselves.  Because he believed nature itself was the mirror of God and called all creatures his 
"brothers" and "sisters," he is best known to us today as the patron saint of animals.  Our celebration of the 
life of St. Francis will be our annual Blessing of the Animals service at 2 pm on Sunday, October 13 in our 
backyard.  Please have your animals under physical control (no depending on voice commands, please!), 
either confined in crates or on leads.  All are welcome to come and be blessed. 

Stewardship Season approacheth 

At the last vestry meeting someone said, “Oh my, stewardship is coming up!”  Well, yes and no.  Yes, be-
cause traditionally churches have used the harvest season as the time to begin thinking of the commitments 
we are willing to make to our worship community in the coming year.  But in a larger sense, stewardship sea-
son must always be year-round.  After all, when are we not called to be (good) stewards of what God has 
given us?  When are we called to waste and abuse God’s creation?  (“Never” is the correct answer to both 
questions!)  Acknowledging that we are stewards and not owners keeps things in proper perspective.  We 
are only given temporary charge over the world around us.  We are responsible for handing that world to fu-
ture generations in clean and usable condition.  Think of how we want to find things in the Food Basket Thrift 
Store.  Gently used, like new, pristine: those words describe the treasures we always want someone to pass 
along to us.  That is also how we should be willing to pass things along to our children and children’s chil-
dren. 

In the global sense and in the traditional sense of the Church, we are to think about what God is calling us to 
do to be a good steward of the blessings we have received.  Let’s use the weeks to come to reflect on our 
covenant relationship with God, and consider how we want to acknowledge that all we are and all we have 
are gifts given us solely through God’s grace, mercy and love.  As I said last year, God gives to us with joy, 
and we are invited to share that joy through our own giving.  Whether it is time, talent, or treasure, we reveal 
that we know and appreciate the source of our blessings by giving back to God in all ways. 

Train-the-Trainer Event for Safeguarding God’s Children 

Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator Nancy Johnson will be offering the Safeguarding God’s Children—Train-
the-Trainer workshop at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Casper, WY from 9 am to 4 pm on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12.  If you have been a trainer in the past or are willing to serve in this capacity, please consider attend-
ing. 

Safeguarding God’s Children is required for all Vestries, Church School Teachers, Babysitters, Youth Group 
Leaders, and anyone who has contact with children under the age of 18, in ALL of our congregations.  If you 
have had Train the Trainer training in the past AND HAVE NOT DONE A TRAINING IN THE PAST 5 
YEARS, this workshop is required for you to be a Trainer, as there is additional information to be learned. 

In order to make this offering more accessible, lodging (if needed) for the first 15 people to sign up will be 
paid by a Diocesan-wide Event Grant through the Commission on Ministry.  Meals will be furnished. 

To enroll, contact Nancy Johnson, the Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator at 307-259-2737 or Nanny-
doecookie@gmail.com. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

The annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner is sponsored this year by St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, with 
the help of Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Pinedale Community United Church of Christ, and Church of 
the Resurrection.  Dinner will be served from 11:45 am to 2 pm in our Undercroft, preceded by an ecumeni-
cal service of thanksgiving at 11 am.  Be thinking of if you would be able to volunteer to work or help provide 
food.  When we get closer to November we’ll put out sign-up sheets. 



 

Episcopal Relief and Development Silent Auction 

A silent auction will be held at Diocesan Convention with proceeds going to Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment.  Each church or deanery is asked to contribute something for the cause.  St. Andrew’s is collecting 
items that are connected to St. Andrew’s, Pinedale, Sublette County, and Wyoming.  The white basket at 
the back of the church is the gathering place.  Please feel free to drop something in.  

For example, here is the basket prepared by Diocesan Staff for auction: 

Auction Item:              Logo Mania Basket 
Church or Deanery:    Diocesan Staff 
Estimated Value:         $300 
Minimum Bid:            $200 
Bid Increments:          Minimum of $5 

 

Detailed Contents 

Woman’s Canvas jacket – Size XL; Women’s Outrigger Anorak Jacket – Size XL; Women’s Puffy Vest – 
Size S; Orange Women’s polo – Size S; Women’s Button up Oxford long-sleeve shirt – Size L; Fleece 
Scarf; Men’s Fleece Jacket – Size XXL; Men’s Fresh Expressions Polo Shirt – Size XL; Men’s Button Up 
Twill Long-sleeve shirt – Size XL; Men’s Polo – Size XXL; FEDW T-shirt – Size L; 2 Diocesan Coffee 
mugs; Church Pension Group bag; Gun lock; Baseball Cap 

Let’s help raise money for those who have suffered from the disasters this year! 

Dave Ramsey /Financial Peace University Course offered at St. Andrew’s 

 Did you know that 89% of the people in a typical American congregation don’t have a financial 

safety net? 

 Are you tired of living paycheck to paycheck?  

 Take control of your money with Financial Peace University (FPU)! This nine-lesson course uses 

biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and make your 
money work for you! FPU includes your member workbook and a year of free online resources 
through Financial Peace Membership.  

 The course will begin on September 30, then go weekly from October 8th until November 26th 

from 6:00-7:30 downstairs.    

Contact Katie Barngrover at 307-231-5908 for more info or register at  fpu.com/1097332. The 
course is $109 if you register at this link or $129 if you register at daveramsey.com.  The fee covers 
all materials needed for the class and provides you with online tools to help you successfully change 
your life! 

ECW News 

The annual ECW meeting will take place on Sunday, October 13th after the ten o'clock service. If you are 
interested in hosting the ECW Christmas Party this year please let Sukey Hohl know. 

http://click.e.stewardship.com/?qs=a8d7cb31fc2b44b1ba1b78edde627873179ebf3e5df63d67a4be77612b68882dc83c8dc6dbced18fa6744e80bf3623d9c7912c36f7c61924243027c2b00fb22a
http://daveramsey.com


Gooseberry Goodness  By Jocelyn Moore 

Reaching past protective thorns, I pluck green-purple swollen orbs dangling 

from the underside of bristled branches. The gooseberry bushes yield their tart 

treasures with great reluctance. 

Tidbits on twig tips. 

With this summer’s abundant rains, the bushes are full of fruit, drooping 

branches dragged downward from the weight of moisture-filled globes. Each 

little gooseberry mothers minute seeds nestled in its core.  I can almost taste 

a sour cream - gooseberry pie in the oven! 

Fruits. Berries. Seeds.  In Genesis 1:29, we learn that God created and gave us seed-bearing plants for 

our nourishment. What a good God! He designed seeds to re-generate exponentially.  One seed from an 

ear of corn doesn’t produce one ear; it creates a stalk with multiple ears and countless seeds. The same 

principle exists in our lives. 

Whatever we sow—a kind word, a thoughtful gesture—we reap in bushels.  The opposite, a rude remark 

or mean action, brings a similar crop.  We decide which seeds to sow. 

Some seeds were sown in our lives by others. Seeds like, “you can’t…, you’ll never…, you’re not…, why 

can’t you.., you’re too old/young/tall/short/thin/fat...”  These types of seeds, hidden in our dark places, can 

bring forth disastrous yields. And, unfortunately, we have spoken seeds of rejection into the lives of oth-

ers. 

But, we are not forever bound to scatter old seeds, heritage intolerances, legacy prejudices and flat out 

wrong creeds.  We can choose new beliefs, new thoughts, new values, new decisions, new seeds.  Seeds 

of life planted in our hearts, tilled with gratitude, watered with faith, tended with vigilance; chopping out 

weeds of disbelief and life-denying briars to be thrown in the discard pile. 

Here’s a little seed starter kit. Plant these in your spirit. 

God’s love never fails (Psalm 86:5), God’s steadfast love endures forever (Psalm 136:26), God rejoices in 

us with songs (Zephaniah 3:17), our behavior can’t make God stop loving us (Rom. 5:8), God sacrificed 

His child for us because of His great love (John 3:16).  What is your favorite seed verse? 

We can’t go back and re-seed the past.  But we can reap a different ending, a cornucopia of meaningful 
love, seasons filled with God’s fruit.  Today, choose God’s seeds and reap His life-long affection and ac-
ceptance. Thanks be to God! 



Sunday Service Times  
St. Andrew’s - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Taize Service 6:00 pm 
Retirement Center Chapel Service 

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Sublette Center 

 

We will be posting reminders about upcoming 

dates and events on our Facebook page.  Make 

sure you like and follow us to stay current! 

October 28th (earlier is fine!!!) is the deadline for August newsletter submissions.  Please send 
any news, articles, photos, etc to jlund1911@gmail.com 

Upcoming Dates 

Men’s Breakfast 

3rd Friday of each month at 7AM 

 

 

September 30: First meeting of Financial Peace University course at 6 to    
    7:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

October 3: Stephen Ministry meeting at 5:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

October 4-6: Diocesan Convention at Holy Communion Episcopal Church 
    in Rock Springs. 

October 6, 13, 20, 27: Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

October 7, 14, 21, 28: Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the medical 
wing Activity Room 

October 8: Second meeting of Financial Peace University course at 6 to 
7:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

October 12: Safeguarding God’s Children Train-the-Trainer Event from 9  
 am to 4 pm at the Diocesan Office in Casper. 

October 13: Blessing of the Animals/St. Francis of Assisi service at 2 pm 
on the church lawn (weather permitting) 

October 14: Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

October 15: Third meeting of Financial Peace University course at 6 to  
   7:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

October 18: Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 

October 22: Fourth meeting of Financial Peace University course at 6 to 
7:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

October 29: Fifth meeting of Financial Peace University course at 6 to 7:30 
   pm in the Undercroft. 

November 3: All Saints’ Sunday with remembrance of those who have 
died. 


