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A Note from the Rector 

Alleluia, the Lord is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia!  With these 
words we have once again taken the journey with Jesus from the cross to 
the grave to new life.  Now what?  In the gospels Jesus gradually trans-
forms his disciples—followers—into apostles—messengers.  He begins 
with the women who come to the tomb to anoint his dead body with the 
spices for burial.  They discover that he is not dead but risen, as he said, 
and they are to tell the other disciples that Jesus will be coming to them 
soon.  In fact Saint Mary Magdalene is known as the Apostle to the Apos-
tles, for it is she who first tells of the resurrection. 

What does this mean for us?  Well, if we truly desire to walk the Way of 
Love, the Way of the Cross, we too must make that shift from disciples to apostles, from followers 
to those who carry the message of the crucified and resurrected Jesus out into the world and for-
ward into the future.  Jesus is not satisfied with adulation.  He wants imitators.  We are to become 
him, as much as flawed humans are able. 

That is what we will see in the weeks and months to come in our scripture readings.  The disciples, 
as motley a bunch of screw-ups as we could imagine, will start out hiding in the upper room of a 
house, afraid that they will be the next victims of the authorities.  But once they have encountered 
the risen Jesus, they will find themselves filled with the Holy Spirit, the Breath of Life and Love, and 
they will leave the room for the marketplaces and the streets and the palaces and the huts.  They 
will tell of God’s love demonstrated by Jesus’ sacrifice, and they will reveal that love by deeds of 
their own.  And we will read their actions, their “Acts,” as examples of what happens when people 

stop being afraid of what might happen to them and focus on what can happen for others. 

Here’s the really good news, for a people who often think of evangelism nervously as “the ‘E’ word.”  
Jesus wants us to reveal his presence in the world, not talk about it.  He wants us to be love and 
do love, not talk about love.  More than once he tells his followers that if they think calling him king 
and saying how great he is will save them, they are dead wrong.  Saying “Jesus is my Lord” is 
nothing; living Jesus’ love for the whole world, especially the weak and vulnerable, is everything.  
And that is something every single one of us, no matter how young or how old, can be and do: one 
who loves. 

 

Melinda+ 

Giving Stories Wanted 

The Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming is looking for real Wyoming giving stories for 
its website.  If you have made plans for a gift of some kind to your congregation, your diocese, or the 
Foundation, and you're willing to encourage others to do the same, Press Stephens wants to hear 
from you!  Please call him at 307-640-4764 or email him at  press@efwy.org. 



Joni Mack 

Senior Warden 

joni@ravenscrowne.com 

307-690-0669 

 

Cody Saxton 

Junior Warden 

codywsaxton@yahoo.com 

307-749-4623  

 

Julie Belton 

therealcenter@centurylink.net 

307-231-1856 

 

Sarah Hixson 

sarahmi5@wyoming.com 

307-231-9666 

 

Sukey Hohl 

sukeybook@gmail.com 

307-231-3030  

 

Kris Holmes 

fishkristopher@gmail.com 

307-421-4959 

 

Bob Zakotnik 

rmmkzakotnik@gmail.com 

307-679-3752 

 

Caitlin Baxley-Mansur 

Caitlinbaxley_16@hotmail.com 

307-231-3168 

 

Andrea Paulsen 

andreasnort@gmail.com 

307-231-5443 
 

 

  St. Andrew’s Vestry 

Vestry News 

A note from the Senior Warden - Joni Mack 

The year is marching on - Lent has come and gone, Holy Week is 

behind us and a triumphal Easter Sunday of the Resurrection has 

been celebrated. With it, Creation is starting to unfold new life. 

Green grass is showing and the aspens (and apple trees) are start-

ing to sprout leaves. Yesterday I heard a chorus of frogs, singing in 

the ditch at Shelter Park. 

Thank you to everyone who had a hand in St. Andrew's worship sea-

son just past. The choir, under Coralee Petersen's direction, 

sounded wonderful Palm Sunday and Easter Vigil and Sunday. The Seder feast on Maundy 

Thursday was a special time, Good Friday and the Saturday Vigil also very meaningful. We 

have a drain glitch with our new dishwasher, and our Easter brunch dishes all had to be 

hand-washed. Thank you everyone who pitched in! The food was wonderful and tasted 

great on real dishes. 

Under Melinda's leadership, we have had Bible study, the lesson of the week study, Altar 

Guild Training, Lay Reader and Chalice Bearer training, and we will have training for Safe-

guarding our Children the next 2 weekends. This is all very important in our continuing mis-

sion, especially understanding that everyone can have a part in the life of the church. 

The vestry welcomed 3 new members in February, and you have read the bios in the March 

and April newsletter for Bob Zakotnik and Caitlin Baxley-Mansur. Andrea Paulsen is our 3rd 

new member. It's exciting to have fresh faces present at the meetings. At our April meeting, 

we voted to donate funds to Episcopal Relief and Development's disaster relief to our 

neighboring states' ongoing flooding disaster. And, what a disaster it is! Nebraska, the Da-

kotas, Iowa all have lost livestock by the thousands, and early spring planting is not happen-

ing. (ERD is the former Presiding Bishop's Fund for World Relief, as some of you may re-

member it). We also donated a small amount toward the rebuilding of Notre Dame. ERD will 

match donated funds so our gifts' impact is doubled. 

And, did you know that 10% of the plate offering each month is given as Outreach Funds? 

We have helped people with child care, fixed cars so they can get to work, helped with fu-

neral costs, and many other needs right here in our county. If you know of someone who 

needs a hand up, please refer them to one of your vestry members. 

We will have a special vestry meeting April 29 to discuss finishing our building project. We'll 

review proposals for a concrete driveway (necessary to make our ADA building completely 

accessible to wheelchairs and other motorized devices for the disabled,) to finish a gravel 

path on the east side of the addition, and to revitalize the landscaping. It's all necessary in 

the interest of being done with a really worthy effort to bring our building into modern usage - 

and beauty. We'll have an update on these in the bulletins and the next newsletter. 

The night is quiet. Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have 

no peace. The night heralds the dawn. Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new 

possibilities. 

—Night Prayer, A New Zealand Prayer Book 

He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa 



Bishop Smylie announces retirement in 2021 

The Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming, the Rt. Rev. John S. 
Smylie, has called for the election of the next Bishop for the Diocese of Wyo-
ming.  Smylie, the 9

th
 Bishop of Wyoming, will remain on board through the 

lengthy transition process that will result in the seating of a new Bishop in 
early 2021, if all goes according to plan. 

The election process for a Bishop includes many steps and lots of moving 
parts before an election of a new Bishop, scheduled to occur at the Septem-
ber 18-20, 2020, Diocesan Convention.  Then, all other Dioceses in the Epis-
copal Church must approve of the election before the actual ordination and 
consecration of the new Bishop can occur.  Bishop Smylie will continue to re-
main fully engaged in the ministry of the diocese throughout the election proc-
ess and the work and vision of the diocese will continue uninterrupted until he 
hands over the crozier, the shepherd’s crook symbol of a Bishop’s office, in 2021. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming is comprised of 46 churches with approximately 6,500 mem-
bers throughout the State of Wyoming.  During his tenure in Wyoming, Smylie has successfully 
overseen the empowerment of a shared ministry model that values both lay and ordained ministry.  
Under his leadership, a seminary-training program known as the Iona Collaborative, developed 
through the Seminary of the Southwest, has resulted in the graduation of over 35 lay and ordained 
leaders in the diocese.  Most recently, Fresh Expressions of Faith, spiritual communities estab-
lished primarily for the “nones” and the “dones,” has the diocese excited about growing in new and 
creative ways outside the walls of traditional churches.  Bishop Smylie challenged the Diocese to 
adopt a vision that calls for the creation of one fresh expression of faith for every traditional con-
gregation in the Diocese in the next decade and achievement of that dream is well underway. 

Smylie received his Masters of Divinity from Episcopal Divinity School in 1981 and was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1982.  He served parishes in New Jersey and New York for a number of years 
before relocating to Spokane, Washington to serve as Dean of the Cathedral of St. John the Evan-
gelist.  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Casper, Wyoming called Smylie as their Rector before his 
election as ninth Bishop of Wyoming in 2010. 

Maundy Thursday 



Safeguarding God’s Children 

St. Andrew's will be offering two opportunities to take the Safeguarding God's Children 
training, Saturdays April 27 and May 4, beginning at 12:30 pm.  This training teaches indi-
viduals and churches how to provide an environment that encourages the formation of 
healthy boundaries, discourages sexual predators, and keeps adults and children safe.  
The training is open to anyone, not only members of St. Andrew's, so please feel free to 
recommend it to others.  It takes about 2 and a half hours.  Lunch will be provided. 

 

Bozeman Trail Edugame 

During coffee hour on Sunday, May 5, Tory Sanders will be introducing us to the Bozeman 
Trail, an educational simulation being developed for classroom and informal group use in 
Wyoming and surrounding states through a Diocesan Foundation grant.  Sponsored by St. 
Andrew’s in the Pines, Our Father's House in Ethete, and Shoshone Mission in Fort 
Washakie, the game provides an opportunity to examine the interactions of all of the peo-
ple of the time, exploring the actual events, learning the economic, scientific and cultural 
drivers for why people made their choices, and looking at why that is relevant for us today.  
Tory will be looking for youth and adults to play the game and give her feedback, as well as 
people interested in learning to be game facilitators. 

Christian Living  

Now the whole offer which Christian-
ity makes is this: that we can, if we 
let God have His way, come to share 
in the life of Christ.  If we do, we 
shall then be sharing in a life which 
was begotten, not made, which al-
ways has existed and always will ex-
ist.  Christ is the Son of God.  If we 
share in this kind of life we shall also 
be [children] of God.  We shall love 
the Father as He does and the Holy 
Spirit will arise in us.  He came to 
this world and became a man in or-
der to spread to other [people] the 
kind of life He has—by what I call 
“good infection.”  Every Christian is 
to become a little Christ.  The whole 
purpose of becoming a Christian is 
simply nothing else. 

     —C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 



Sunday Service Times  
St. Andrew’s - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Taize Service 6:00 pm 
Retirement Center Chapel Service 

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Sublette Center 

 

We will be posting reminders about upcoming 

dates and events on our Facebook page.  Make 

sure you like and follow us to stay current! 

May 28th (earlier is fine!!!) is the deadline for the June newsletter submissions.  Please send 
any news, articles, photos, etc to jlund1911@gmail.com 

Upcoming Dates 

Men’s Breakfast 

3rd Friday of each month at 7AM 

 

May 4, 11, 18, 25: A Brisk Walk Through the Bible from 10 to 11 am in the Undercroft. 

May 4: Safeguarding God’s Children training with lunch at 12:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

May 5: Bozeman Trail educational simulation introduction at Coffee Hour in the Under-
croft. 

May 5, 12, 19, 26: Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

May 6, 13, 20, 27: Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the medical wing Activity 
Room 

May 8, 22: Wednesday School from 3:45 pm to 5 pm in the Undercroft. 

May 8, 22: Youth Group from 6:30 pm to 8 pm in the Undercroft. 

May 13: Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

May 17: Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 


