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THE  SEEKERS  

Seeking to know and 
grow in Christ  

through education,  

dedication, and service. 

T H O U G H T S  F R O M     
F R .  D O U G   

   “Keep alert, stand firm in 

your faith, be courageous, be 

strong.  Let all that you do be 

done in love.”   

                                ...1 Cor. 16:13 
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 If you are looking for Jesus, he is not among the dead.  He is alive and 

he is heading back to where it all started, his home town.  Life has gone in   

reverse on that first Easter event.  Death gave its best attempt to control the 

story of human life and hope.  Death failed.  Love continues to thrive, and fear 

has been put in its proper context.  Jesus did what he said he would do: he 

would die on the cross and then open the gates of heaven for eternal life.  We, 

as a group of faithful people, are given a gift of love and hope, and we are 

shown what this gift can do for the world: transform us into Christlikeness.  We 

are an Easter People who look for hope amid darkness, and we don’t find our 

hope misplaced! 

 Death on the cross was a painful and shameful way to die.  The entire  

process of crucifixion was designed to send a message.  The Pharaoh of the 

Egyptian past was powerful, but not compared to the Roman Empire’s 

strength.  Sure, there had been a Passover, in which a group of slaves were 

liberated from a ruler, but when it came to Passover during the Roman Rule, 

the idea that the weaker would be liberated would NOT come to pass. Rome 

was stronger, more capable and would not be bested by fishermen, let alone a 

traveling preacher.  Any attempt to change this understanding of the Roman 

Empire was to be met with decisive and robust  response. 

 When I listen to the trial of Jesus, it was clear that the people who saw 

Jesus’ message as a threat could not present any reason, based on merit, why 

he had to die on a cross.  Jesus healed people, he taught about love and gen-

erosity for fellow human beings.  He inspired others to reach beyond them-

selves and to seek to establish relationships that sought value in others.     

People mattered and God wanted the best for everybody.  Jesus’ life and 

teachings made it difficult, if not impossible, to find fault. 

 What happened those many years ago in the Middle East?  A trial took 

place that reads like an attack on Jesus.  The evidence presented attacked the 

person and worked to defame him.  Jesus was not be trusted, because he 

spoke of a kingdom that does not exist, let alone could exist.  His healing was 

based on trickery and could not be trusted.  Jesus spoke with great presence, 

and he couldn’t rally anybody to come to his defense and to fight for his free-

dom.  Thus Jesus was not only a fraud but a dangerous fraud, because he 

could inspire others to act on this ideal of love and justice for all.  Jesus was 

hazardous since his promise of love will fail at some point, and many people 

will be betrayed, and they too will be put on a cross. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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NEED TO CONTACT YOUR VESTRY? 

 

Name:                                    Phone:                           e-mail: 

 

Wes Killian– Senior Warden    307-620-5720  sayheykid@protonmail.com 

Barbara Ward – Junior Warden  307-278-0770  barsward@msn.com      

Mark Bentley—Clerk of the Vestry  505-690-5858     markbentley76@gmail.com 

Sue Shambaugh – Church Treasurer 307-217-1131  shusam@outlook.com  

Jerry Eastwood    684-0961   eastwood@vcn.com   

Dr. Tom Berry    684-5848            tom_susieberry@hotmail.com  

Denise Heitler    620-0539   dheitler@yahoo.com 

Gary Goins     307-680-6383  garygoins@hotmail.com  

 

   EASTER DAY SCHEDULE 
 

     8 A.M. – Holy Eucharist 

    10 A.M. – Holy Eucharist 

 

An EASTER EGG HUNT follows the 10 A.M. Service.           

Meet in Onderdonk Hall. PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BASKET. 

Thoughts from Fr. Doug 

(continued from page 1) 
 

 Easter teaches me that when fear becomes a worldview and it becomes natural to attack a      

person seeking ways to defraud them; this approach will fail.  The fear will work to a point, but at some 

pointg fear turns on itself and destroys everything.  Love, grace, and mercy, on the other hand, are a 

force that expands and grows.  Love continues to elude death, due to its very nature.  Jesus didn’t die on 

a cross. He arose and is alive. 

 Easter is a reminder that love IS the most powerful force in the world.  Jesus can be trusted and 

embraced.  Jesus came to claim us as his own.  It is our turn to claim Him as our Lord and Savior.  Hate 

and fear have a date with destiny – in a tomb.  We, however, will thrive in the presence of the Risen One! 

Fr. Doug + 

mailto:sayheykid@protonmail.com
mailto:barsward@msn.com


                    CLIMBING HIGHER 

              A Word from the Senior Warden 
 

                   Your March Briefing 
 

The Vestry of St. Luke’s is focused and on the job. As you may be aware, we recently formed 

several new committees. 
 

Junior Warden Mark Bentley is at the helm of the Building and Grounds Committee, and is 

supported by Gary Goins and Sid Parker. This is the first time in recent memory that we are not in the 

middle of a repair or remodel project. Nonetheless, their list of projects for 2019 is significant 

to say the least. 
 

Linda Clark is chairing the Outreach Committee, and will receive support from Denise Heitler, Joan Smith, 

and Karen Walker. I know that with the help of God, they will touch the lives of many in our 

community and beyond. 
 

Sue Shambaugh, our Treasurer, is running the Financial Committee and will receive support 

from Denise and I. Sue has worked hard to get St. Luke’s financials in shape, and we have a 

much clearer picture today that we did just a year ago. There is still much work to do, and I am 

confident we are moving in the right direction.  Eileen, if your reading this, we will be contacting 

you shortly for guidance. 
 

I am the chairperson of the Safety Committee, and am looking forward to working with Gary Goins 

and Jerry Eastwood. Father Doug, Gary, Bettina Wood, and I worked on the Preparedness Plan last year,   
andmade good progress. I’m looking forward to finishing the guidelines, sharing information with 

the congregation, and implementing the recommendations. 
 

Father Doug is an ad hoc member of each Committee. Ad hoc, or as necessary, is in theory 

only. The reality is we rely on his help, guidance, and prayers. 
 

Mark Bentley is our Communications Director, and is developing a process to keep our St. Luke’s family    
well advised of our activities. 
 

As you can see, our Committees are not exclusive to Vestry members. In fact, it will take a lot 

of help to accomplish our goals this year. If you would like to join us, please call the St. Luke’s 

Volunteer Hotline at 307-684-7529. 
 

Father Doug and I are also working on a project to fund new Prayer Books. Specifically, we will 

soon be selling sweatshirts and t-shirts with the St. Luke’s logo. Stay tuned for additional 

information, and an opportunity to purchase St. Luke’s limited-edition outerwear. 
 

In closing, I would like to say Thank You to God, and to all of you who work to make St. Luke’s 

the blessing it is. 
 

Get out there and love one another.  Wes 
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NEED TO CONTACT FR. DOUG? 
 

 Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday

   9:30 A.M.—Noon  

 Day Off:   Friday 

 Address:   513 E. Hart Street 

 Cell/Text:   307-620-0061  

Please feel free to use this number! 
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ECW MONTHLY LUNCH GATHERING 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4TH *** 12 NOON *** ONDERDONK HALL 
(PLEASE NOTE:  ECW’s  regular meeting day has been CHANGED to the FIRST THURSDAY of each month.) 

Lunch will be from THE BREADBOARD.   

A menu is posted with the sign-up sheet.   

Working and can’t stay for the meeting?  Please come and have lunch anyhow.        

           Feel free to leave when you need to! 

         IMPORTANT: Please bring your UTO Boxes to this meeting!    

COFFEE HOUR HOSTESS 

MONTHLY REMINDER FOR APRIL 

 

Committee #4 is scheduled to host Coffee Hours 

during the month of April.  The following ladies are 

members of this committee: 

Nikki Ellis *  Donna Strickland 

Jo Ann McKenzie Nancy Straight  

Donna Naill  Denise Heitler 

Kelly Norris   

JoAnn Pearson  

Sue Shambaugh  

Karen Walker   

Elyse Parker  

 

PASTORAL CARE 
 

 Many times it’s the 

“folks in the pews” who are the 

first to learn about those who 

can use pastoral care.  Please 

help us not to overlook people who need us.  If 

you know of someone we can serve in this way, 

please contact: 
 

 Karen Walker  620-1789 

 Fr. Doug Wasinger 620-0061 

 The Church Office 684-7529 

ARE YOU IN OUR BLESSING BOOK? 

 

 

We’d love to add you! 
 

Please share your birthday, anniversary, and 

baptismal dates by calling 684-7529  

or emailing us at stlukeswyo@gmail.com 
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    WE NEED YOUR UTO BOXES! 
 

 A s  p r e v i o u s l y          

mentioned, we ask you to 

please turn in your UTO boxes 

at the April 4th ECW lunch 

gathering, so that we can send them along in 

a timely manner. If you cannot attend the 

April 4th meeting, please feel free to bring 

your blue box or other offering to the        

Secretary’s Office. She’ll be happy to see 

that they reach the right destination! 

  J U N E  I S  S T .  L U K E ’ S  M O N T H   
T O  D E L I V E R   

M E A L S  O N  W H E E L S !  
    

   We know that it is early yet, but please be 

thinking about this!  Volunteers will be needed each Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday during the month of June. It is      

recommended that you do this as a team, with one person 

driving and the other delivering the food.  (Besides, it is more 

fun to do it this way!)  A sign-up sheet/schedule will be   

posted in the Onderdonk on May 1st, so all you have to do is 

get together with someone, check out the dates, and             

VOLUNTEER.   
 

     We urge each person who is able, to consider offering 

themselves in support of this extremely important ministry to 

our elderly and shut-in’s in this community. This is an oppor-

tunity to truly be “His hands and feet” in Buffalo, Wyoming. 
 

     The Senior Center now has four routes and averages    

50-60 Home-Delivered Meals a day, 6 days a week. Last 

year, volunteers delivered over 18,000 Home-Delivered 

Meals in Johnson County. Come and be a part of this vitally 

needed service to the ill and home-bound in our community.  

If you are new to this ministry or need a partner or have 

questions, please call Linda Clark at 684-2141. 

                                       ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

       REPORT OF INCOME/EXPENSE  
 

    Our Financial Status as of February, 2019, is as      

follows: 
  

  Income                 $14,305.58 

   Expenses           -16,882.04 

  Profit/Loss       < $ 2,576.46 > 

  

                   

Questions? 

Please contact 

Treasurer Sue Shambaugh 

At 217-1131. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday—Friday: 8:30 A.M.—Noon 

Telephone:  684-7529 

email:  stlukeswyo@gmail.com 

 

 

JUST WHEN ARE THOSE  

DEADLINES? 
 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday Bulletin: 

NOON EACH WEDNESDAY 
 

The May Newsletter: 

FRIDAY, APRIL 19 



 

          GROWING THROUGH GIVING 

                                               Consecration Sunday Is Coming 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money   
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial     
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God, by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 

Our congregation’s vestry has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to 
teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her 
own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like 
members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want 
to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportion-
ate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling  me to 
give?”  
 

During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees and members to make their 
financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community 
and around the world. 
 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily, by attending 
morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to com-
pleting a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she 
chooses not to fill out a card. 
 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship, our guest leader 
will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments 
as a confidential act of worship. 
 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team and 
governing board members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we 
will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 

                                     Fr. Doug + 
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Consecration Sunday  

at 

St. Luke’s 

Is 

MAY 5TH! 
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Lenten Fast and the Ramadan Girls 
Joan Smith 

 

Lent is a wonderfully difficult time of the year- 

especially if you decide to fast during the forty 

days.  But one spring my Lenten fast opened 

the doors to some of the best faith conversa-

tions that I had while I was in Ethiopia.  That 

year Lent coincided with Ramadan- the Muslim 

30-day fast. 

Several weeks before Lent began the school 

had had a special academic camp for our 

strongest female students.  During the camp I 

had taken pictures of each one of them, had 

them developed and needed to get them to the kids.  So, one Saturday morning I gathered up Ramadan 

had also started – the Muslim fasting season. And because it was the fasting time I knew that my visits 

would be short. This meant that none of the families would probably offer me coffee or a meal.  That 

was a mixed blessing because ‘having coffee’ was a 2-hour process which allowed great opportunities  

to get acquainted and to know about the culture but it also used up the bulk of a morning or afternoon.   

I arrived at Raddiyaa’s house with the pictures and was immediately invited to come in and sit down.  I 

hadn’t hardly gotten seated when I saw Raddiyaa begin to scrape the floor to uncover the coals that had 

been buried in the early morning.  I said, “No, no I can’t have coffee today.” 

“Why?” she asked. 

“I’m fasting.” I answered. 

Looking at me with a dumbfounded expression she exclaimed, “Christians fast?” 

“Yes” I responded. 

“Why?” she wanted to know. 

“For the same reason that Muslims fast. We want to know God better and to have him reveal himself to 

us.” 

What followed was an extensive series of questions: how do Christians fast? how long does it last, can 

you drink water, what has God shown you while you were fasting, do you see dreams and have visions, 

how do you celebrate the end of the fast? 

After this long conversation, Raddiyyaa said to me, “Will you come back and break the Fast with us?” 

“I’d love to,” I answered as I left. 

Sure enough as the end of Ramadan drew near, she and her sisters reminded me that I had promised 

that I would come to their house for the celebration. 

The morning of Eid one of my friends, an MBB (Muslim Background Believer) and I walked out to their 

house.  When we arrived, there were a number of people in the hut and all of them had questions about 

Christian fasting.  Thanks goodness my friend could explain in ‘good Oromo’ what I was trying to say. It 

was one of those special days: great food, fantastic hospitality and lots of probing conversation. 

I thank God that he used the fasting discipline of Lent to open the doors for faith conversations about 

Jesus. 
 

The Epilogue:  Ultimately, Raddiyyaa did decide to become a Jesus follower.  Her faith led her down 

some amazing paths and now she is studying medicine. 
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VESTRY MINUTES 

March 20, 2019 

 

Present:  Fr. Doug, Wasinger, Gerry Eastwood, Les Babin, Mark Bentley, Wes Killian, Sue Shambaugh,          

Denise Heitler, Linda Clark, & Joan Smith. 

 

Meeting was opened with a prayer by Fr. Doug. 

 

Joan Smith came to speak on her concerns for outreach.   She gave a well thought-out report.  Joan 

brought up that St. Luke’s has outreach programs in the community of Buffalo.   She was concerned   

with the outreach programs outside of Buffalo.  She explained part of what outreach meant.   Vestry  

reaffirmed its support of outreach. 

 

Linda Clark, chairman of the outreach committee, gave a report.  The committee has had one meeting.  

The meeting focused on a general discussion of what outreach programs were going on in Buffalo.  Any 

one interested in being a part of the outreach committee, contact Linda Clark. 

 

A thank-you card was received from Nancy B.  thanking the vestry for her raise. 

 

Safety---It was reported that there is a training in Denver for an Active Church. 

Fire codes are being reviewed. 

 

Meeting was adjourned.  

 

Final prayer was given by Fr. Doug. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Denise Heitler  

Clerk of the Vestry 

 

“Why do you look  

for the living  

among the dead?   

He is not here  

but has risen.” 

Luke  24:5b 
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  HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 

   “Your name, O Lord, endures forever, your renown, O Lord,       

      throughout all ages.”                                               ...Psalm 135:13  

 
Ashley Pope (4/1), Kristin Ellis (4/2), Cameron Jerry (4/2),                         

Mark Bentley (4/5). Steven Hough (4/6), Karl Rubottom (4/6),                

Gracelyn Bingham (4/6), Tavia Skaggs (4/7), Eli Schiffer (4/7),                   

Trell Schiffer (4/7), Dan Grace (4/8), Cody Newton (4/9),                                

Fr. Doug Wasinger (4/9), Jo Ann McKenzie (4/10), Suzanne Cork (4/11),   

Maghan Rowe (4/12), Kathy Born (4/13), Jimmy Gibbs (4/13),                    

Vivianne Ostheimer (4/13), Jessica Sullens (4/14), Jory Pierson (4/18),   

Mary Beth Flint (4/19), Maxima Wuerker (4/19), Mandy Mader (4/19), 

Vanessa Walker (4/20), Camden Schroth (4/20), Renee’ Joy (4/21),          

Kevin Griffith (4/21), Chad Tift (4/22), Wallace Ramsbottom (4/23),           

Adam Todd (4/23), Gavin Thornton (4/24), Rowan Wasinger (4/24),            

Pippa Butler (4/25), Elyse Parker (4/25), Nancy Ratcliff (4/26),               

Kathy Moore (4/26), Arlan Tift (4/27), Scott Killian (4/27),                          

Dick Sorensen (4/28), & Greyson Lompe (3/28). 

                HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

“Grant that by your Holy Spirit, ___ and ___, now joined in Holy    

Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity and 

peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love 

you….”           ...BCP page 432 

 

   Mr. & Mrs. Scott Gruntmeir  (4/6) 

   Mr. & Mrs. Mike Mader (4/21) 

   Mr. & Mrs. Gary Kughn  (4/28) 

WELCOME TO 
THE FAMILY! 

 

          (The following folks were 

baptized during the month of April.)  
 

   “One Lord, one Faith, one   

Baptism; one God and Father  

of all.”    ...BCP p. 299 
 

 

Emily Whipple (year ?),  

Pat Miller (1932), 

Sally Ramsbottom (1956), 

Joy Anderson (1960),  

Mary Jo Newton (1960), 

Greg Born (1971),  

Tiffany Novotny (1975),  

Chris Newton (1980),  

Cody Newton (1980),  

Ryan Newton (1980), 

Travis Millhouse (1986),  

Helen Crain (4/1),  

A.J. Bartlett (4/3),  

Jack Killian (4/3),  

Nancy Straight (4/3),  

Jim Shambaugh (4/4), 

Cameron Jerry (4/5),   

Zachary Jerry (4/5),  

Jerry Eastwood (4/5), 

Seanna Walker (4/6),  

Samuel Axt (4/6),  

Keith Polinoski (4/9),  

Pam McFadden (4/9), 

Dennis Boggs (4/11),  

Fr. Russ Murphy (4/11), 

Joshua Gray (4/12),  

Cora Williams (4/12),  

Nicole Wonka (4/15),  

William Reid Sherman (4/17),  

Donna Naill (4/18),  

Jay Wayne Walker (4/20),  

Brett Goodson (4/20), 

Brooke Goodson (4/20), 

Susan Palmerlee (4/21), 

Kim Harvey (4/21),  

Joan Smith (4/21),  

Mary Alice Gurney (4/24), 

Cody Grubb (4/24), &   

Todd Millhouse (4/28). 

ATTENTION, ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS! 

  

 

 
 

You will have a CLEANING MEETING immediately following  

the 7 P.M. Maundy Thursday Service on APRIL 18. 
 

Members are urged to come and help strip the altar at the end of the service,                                            

as well as clean and prepare for Easter.  
 

Please mark this date on your calendar and plan to join us.   

Many hands make light work! 



 St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

178 South Main Street 

P.O. Box 909 

Buffalo, WY  82834 
 

307-684-7529 
 

stlukeswyo@gmail.com 

www.stlukes.diowy.org 
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PRAYER FOR  

ST. LUKE’S 

 

    Almighty and everliving 

God, ruler of all things in 

heaven and earth, hear our 

prayers for this parish family.  

Strengthen the faithful, 

arouse the careless, and re-

store the penitent.  Grant us 

all things necessary for our 

common life, and bring us all 

to be of one heart and mind 

within your holy Church; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

  WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Fr. Doug Wasinger 

 

 

 

 

 

April 7 

8 & 10 A.M.     Holy Eucharist 

9 A.M.          Adult Bible Study 

10 A.M.           Sunday School 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14 

8 & 10 A.M.     Holy Eucharist 

9 A.M.          Adult Bible Study 

10 A.M.           Sunday School 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 

7 P.M.              Holy Eucharist 

(Altar Guild Cleaning Meeting 

follows this service.) 
 

Good Friday, April 19 

Noon  Community GF Service 
 

Easter Day, April 21 

8 & 10 A.M.     Holy Eucharist 

(Easter Egg Hunt follows the   

10 A.M. Service.) 
 

Sunday, April 28 

8 & 10 A.M.   Morning Prayer 

9 A.M.          Adult Bible Study 

10 A.M.           Sunday School 

 

Wednesdays 

7 A.M.           Worship Service 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

 

Palm Sunday, April 14:   8 A.M.—Holy Eucharist  

        10 A.M.—Holy Eucharist (No Coffee Hour) 

Wednesday, April 17:    7 A.M.—Holy Eucharist 
          

Maundy Thurs.,April 18: 7 P.M. – Holy Eucharist  

 

Good Friday, April 19:   Noon  – Community Good Friday  

                            Service at United Methodist Church 

Easter Day, April 21:   8 A.M. – Holy Eucharist 

       10 A.M. – Holy Eucharist 
 

An EASTER EGG HUNT follows the 10 A.M. Service.          
Meet in Onderdonk Hall. PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BASKET. 

 

  

http://www.stlukes.diowy.org

