
Notes from the Rector 
 
 The weekly Diocesan conversation has 
had a name change: it started as the Leaders 
Lunch and was a way for lay people and clergy 
to talk every week about things that were of 
interest and significance for the whole diocese: 
addressing the multiple and seemingly never-
ending challenges of the pandemic; exploring 
planned giving; working on anti-racism; 
preparing for calling a new bishop.   
 The new name, proposed by soon-to-be 
Bishop Chandler, is the Cloister.  The name 
comes from the Church’s monastic tradition 
and has two definitions that apply: an area 
within a monastery or convent set aside for the 
religious who live there; and, a covered 
passage on the side of a courtyard usually 
having one side walled and the other an open 
arcade or colonnade.   
 As you can see, it’s a space that is 
welcoming and open, yet sheltered from the 
worst of the storms.  As the Rev. Mary Caucutt 
put it, “A cloister is a sacred and informal space 
to be in the presence of the Holy.” Our Cloister 
is not only for people who are leaders but for 
everyone who is in community, everyone who 
is part of the extended family of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Wyoming.  We all need a space 
where we can gather and connect with each 
other, not hiding from the cares of the world, 
but learning to put them in proper perspective, 
seeing them, not with the eyes of fear and 
cynicism, but with the eyes of love and trust.   
 Our first Cloister session was led by the 
Rev. Chandler, who shared where the plans for 
the consecration currently stand, how the 
process has been going, what shaped the 
liturgical planning process, and what we will 
experience that day. 
 

February 2021 

 One of the things he has invited 
congregations to do is, infection and vac-
cination rates permitting, have consecra-
tion parties at churches, homes, or other 
safe spaces where people can gather and 
watch the service as it happens.  Since our 
infection rates have been falling and  
people have been getting vaccinated, St. 
Andrew’s Vestry will look into setting up a 
consecration party in the church building, 
possibly on both floors if numbers require 

more space.  If anyone would like to host a 
party at home, the Diocesan website has a fly-
er with suggestions on how to have a success-
ful gathering. 
 The Rev. Chandler has also invited 
everyone to join the Cathedral in the tradi-
tional Seating of the Bishop on Sunday, Febru-
ary 14 which will be livestreamed at 9:30 am.  
That will be our Sunday worship on Valen-
tine’s Day, sharing with people around our 
state the love and faith that .  The service will 
be streamed in the sanctuary, with in-person 
communion at the appropriate time.  Come, 
sisters and brothers, and celebrate our new 
bishop, who will continue the tradition of 
binding us from all corners of Wyoming into 
one body that may weather whatever storms 
come, nurture whatever seeds are planted, 
and know itself to be holy and beloved of 
God. 
 

Melinda+ 



 

 For Fremont Lake to freeze clear, several meteorological conditions must occur. The lake 
water must freeze slowly, over cold, clear, windless nights, which forces out gases and allows 
large crystals to form. The result is a breathtaking glimpse of life under the surface, of a singular 
existence usually hidden from view. 

 It’s a metaphor for life; some things we 
see clearly, some things are obscured. 

 Paul informs the church at Corinth that 
while they, and we, see things opaquely, like 
squinting through morning fog or mist, God 
always has clear sight. (Chap.13:12).  He sees 
through the winds of turmoil which roil our 
surface. 

 And, what He looks for is VERY differ-
ent than what we pay attention to. 

 In the First Book of Samuel, the Lord 
sends his prophet to Bethlehem to anoint the 
next king. When Jesse with his sons arrive, 
Samuel gives them all a good look over. He 
readies himself to choose the next leader then 
hears God say “looks aren’t everything.”   
While we peer at the exterior, God searches what’s in our heart. (1 Samuel, 16:7). Samuel heard 
God tell him to select the youngest of the family which he did. It was God who chose the runt. 

 Humans are notoriously short-sighted. We haven’t God’s long view that our immortal soul, 
not mortal shell, is most important to Him. How can we have this same viewpoint?  

 The Word.  

 It’s our magnifying glass, our telescope, our contact lens, our bi-focals, our frozen lake sur-
face. Reading God’s word, we grow closer to Him and adopt His outlook as ours.  It’s totally ap-
propriate to say, I’ve been blind Lord but now, I want to see. Amen. 

 

 

Clear  S ight  by Joce lyn Moore  

Tara Bogliano photo 

Wildlife photos by Andrea Paulsen 



Farewell 

 My house is under contract and if all goes well the sale will close on Feb 26th, and I will be on my 

way to Polson MT.  I am discovering that there is a fine line between counting your chickens before they 

hatch and not being ready for the hatch when it comes!  This letter is an example of the former! 

St Andrew’s in the Pines has been my community and my anchor since I moved to Pinedale in 1983.  I 

treasure the memories I have of the people and events from all those years. 

 You supported me in my early years as a single 

mom in a new and challenging situation, you celebrat-

ed with us when Fred and I married, you sang in choir 

with me, you joined in raising Cally’s boys, and you cir-

cled me and held me up when Cally died and I thought 

I would never be whole again.  And even with the pan-

demic, last summer many of you found ways to reach 

out to me as I cared for Fred in his last days.  I will miss 

you all. 

 I am heading for Polson because that is where 

my son and his family are.  I am building a house there, 

but will be living with them for a few months while it is 

completed.  They have totally blown me away with 

their preparations to make me welcome in their home.  

My mailing address for the next few months will be: 

 Coralee Petersen  % of James McKee 

 31347 Tamarack Road 

 Polson, MT 59860 

As I acquire more new contact info, I will post it in the newsletter.    

 I am very lucky to be heading out on this new adventure (building a house!?!?!) at this stage in my 

life and Polson is a beautiful spot on the south end of 30 mile long Flathead Lake, halfway between Mis-

soula and Kalispell.  I hope that some of you may venture north to visit!   Come in July/August when the 

famous Flathead cherries are in season.  The big lake creates a micro-climate and the orchards are all 

around the lake. 

With much love, 

Coralee 



Farewell Celebration for the Smylies on February 5th at 6:00 pm 

 Come and help thank John and Jill Smylie for over 10 years 

of dedicated service to our Diocese! The pandemic does not allow 

us to celebrate in person, so the Diocese will be having a Zoom re-

tirement party. The link will be emailed to you. John and Jill spent 

many hours on our Wyoming roads traveling to each and every one 

of congregations, visiting with clergy and lay and sharing in our 

sorrows and joys. They introduced us to pilgrimages, our Links Di-

ocese, Catch Phrase and music! 

 It was a pleasure for all of us to be a part of the wonderful, 

faithful vision with which they graced us. Their generosity was not 

without personal expense, and we will never fully appreciate the sacrifices they both made for 

the Diocese every day. Please come and share a story of how they touched your life.  

Grab your favorite beverage, a little snack and drop in for games, laughs and fellowship.   

Diocesan invitation to Ordination and Consecration 

 Please join us online on Saturday, February 13th at 11 a.m. for the Ordination and Consecra-

tion of our next bishop, The Rev. Canon Paul-Gordon Chandler, as the 10th Bishop of Wyoming. The 

link and bulletin will be sent out in an eSpirit the week before the service. 

 We had of course originally imagined everyone being together in one place for this special 

day in our diocese. However, as most are already 

aware, due to Covid-19, this special celebration had 

to be reduced in size, and was moved from the 

original fairgrounds venue in Casper to St. 

Matthew’s Cathedral in Laramie. As only partici-

pants in the service are the ones able to attend in 

person, due to the required safety protocol, we 

have focused on crafting the service through artful 

planning to facilitate participation for all those throughout the diocese and beyond that are partici-

pating via live-streaming. We have seen this as an opportunity for our diocese to think creatively in 

using technology, toward planning a service that reflects the uniqueness of our diocese and that is 

accessible to everyone, albeit online.  We have created a special KIDS ACTIVITY PACKET for the 

consecration service so that our kids can participate in fun ways in this celebrative event. It can be 

downloaded from the Diocesan website. 

 

 



Lay License Extension 

 The Commission on Ministry voted to extend the ministry licenses for Eucharistic Minister, 

Eucharistic Visitor, Worship Leader and Preacher through April 1st, 2021.  Please watch for guide-

lines for renewing these licenses early in 2021, when we find out how Bishop-Elect Paul-Gordon 

wants to handle ministry licenses.  If you have any questions, please contact the Very Rev. Lori 

Modesitt, Commission on Ministry Chair at lori@wyomingdiocese.org or 307-322-6064.  Thank 

you all for your ministries in the church. 

In Person Worship 

We will have in-person worship livestreamed on Zoom at 9 am on Sundays unless the County 

Public Health Officer changes his recommendations.  Those who wish can join virtually.  Com-

munion will follow our COVID in-person protocols for those at the church: people will come for-

ward individually to receive a wine-infused wafer.  Those who are on Zoom should stay online at 

the end of the service to request the number of wafers needed, either verbally or in the Chat.  They 

may pick up their communion wafers after the service or have them delivered.  Following the ser-

vice is a physically distanced but socially close gathering in the Undercroft to catch up and chat 

face to face.  Looking forward to seeing you! 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the March Newsletter submissions is Wednesday, February 24 at 5 pm.  Please 

email your articles, information, photos, etc. to Sukey Hohl at sukeybook@gmail.com between 

now and then.  Thanks! 

Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, March 21 after the 9 am service.  After receiving input 

from members on the Diocesan Council Annual Meeting Resolution, the Vestry decided to the 

meeting will be in person as well as on Zoom, since hopefully by then many of our members will 

be vaccinated.  Before the annual meeting, everyone will receive the year-end financials and the 

most recent COVID-19 grant report.  The February 8 vestry meeting will be a budget preparation 

session, and the draft budget will be approved at the annual meeting.  The current vestry will con-

tinue for an additional year, so that we have continuity as we deal with the ongoing difficulties 

and consequences of the pandemic.   

Prayer for Sound Government (BCP p. 821-22)  

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 
blessing to other nations of the earth. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administra-
tive authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wis-
dom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in the community of 
nations. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded 
and justice served. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, 
that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; that we may 
serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy Name.  For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are 
exalted as head above all. Amen. 
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St. Andrew’s in the Pines Vestry 

December 14, 2020 

 
Present: The Rev Melinda Bobo, Rector 

Joni Mack, Sr. Warden 

Cody Saxton, Jr. Warden 

Sue Holtz 

Robert Zakotnik 

Sheryl Boroff 

Andea Paulsen 

John Lund 

Caitlin Mansur 

The Rev. Randy Belton 

Call to Order: 5:33 pm 

Approval of the Minutes of November 9, 2020 – Motion seconded and passed to approve.  

Treasurer’s Report and Outreach – Outreach received in November is $77.81; total available is 

$581.37. Pledges are coming in, both in Tithe.ly and in paper form. Melinda will check with 

Julie to see what the pledge totals are. 

Motion seconded and passed to put the financial information in the newsletters for congrega-

tion to review. The Profit and Loss YTD would be a good thing to include. Treasurer’s report  

Daily Devotion for Early Evening – BCP p. 139 

Business: 

Visioning/ Dream.  

Pledge stewardship letters: went out before Thanksgiving. Joni will send out thank you notes 

to all who have pledged. 

COVID-19 Foundation Grant status: see spreadsheet attached. There is $12,921 left from the 3rd 

round of funding. 

Rectory natural gas and furnace installation: done and working. Less than $11,000 for all the 

work. Motion seconded and passed to cash in the CD coming due the end of December to pay 

for this. 

Starbucks stock gift management: cashed in $10,000 of the total gift. 

State Endurance Grant (CARES Act for nonprofits): St. Andrew’s is applying for funds under 

this act; the difference in income from this time last year and this year. 

COVID youth mental health grants for Sublette County School Districts 1 and 9: kids in 

school who need mental health counseling but the family can’t afford it. The Boulder Roll Pok-

er Run raised $7,500 for youth mental health, and the COVID grant could cover adult family 

members. Applications go to provider of mental health services, and the sliding scale on in-

come will go into effect. 

Miscellaneous  

a. Annual Meeting: we can do one via Zoom the third Sunday in January. 

b. Andrea and Sheryl sent cards for employees and seniors at Sublette Center last week. Very 

much appreciated! 

Closing Prayer:  A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Adjourn: 6:20 p.m. 

 





PLACE 

STAMP HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

February Birthdays: 
Lyanna Belton  2/3 

Kris Holmes  2/9 

Scout Holmes  2/11 

Candy Herda-Scott 2/12 

Liam Fallon  2/13 

Maxwell Rife  2/17 

Donna Skinner  2/20 

Susie Blaha  2/21 

Elliott Seehafer  2/25 

Jo Crandall  2/26 

Terese Hartman  2/27 

Upcoming Dates:  
February 5   Farewell celebration for Bishop John and Jill Smylie 

February 7, 21, 28: Sunday services in-person and by Zoom at 9 am unless otherwise 
  announced. 

February 8:  Vestry meeting in-person and by Zoom at 5:30 pm in the Undercroft 

   and by Zoom. 

February 13:   Ordination and Consecration of Paul-Gordon Chandler as 10th Bishop of 
  Wyoming livestreamed at 11 am (please come at 10:45 am). 

February 14:   Seating of Bishop Chandler in Cathedral at 9:30 am, streamed from the
  Cathedral with in-person worship and Eucharist at St. Andrew’s. 

February 17:  Ash Wednesday Administration of Ashes and Eucharist services at 
  7:30 am, noon, and 5:30 pm. 

PLEASE JOIN US! IN PERSON CHURCH! 


