
A Note from the Rector 

 Thanks to Cody Saxton 
for bringing this sign to my 
attention.  He spotted it on the 
Diocesan website in the Prayers 
& Praise section of the June 24, 
2020 email.  And it pretty much 
covers it all.  We keep trying to 
make the message of Christ more 
complicated than it is.  But this is 
it.  This is how it translates into 
our world right now. 

 And right now we’re not very good at this.  
Read the headlines.  For what some people claim 
is a Christian nation (and Jesus would have a 
pointed thing or two to say about that, I have NO 
doubt), we don’t even come close to having this 
be the law of the land, much less the common 
practices of its citizens.  And that’s what being a 
Christian nation would mean, make no mistake.  
If we were a Christian nation, we would make 
sure everyone had food to eat, a safe place to 
sleep, and access to high quality medical care 
when sick.  We would make all people welcome.  
We would make sure that laws were fair and just 
and were applied equally and mercifully.  We 
would constantly challenge each other and 
ourselves to be our best, most loving selves. 

 We wouldn’t worry about being overrun 
by “those” people, whoever “those” people might 
be, because we would see them as us.  We 
wouldn’t have to create minimum standards for 
working and living conditions, because no one 
would consider jeopardizing the health or 
wellbeing of an employee or tenant just to make 
higher profits.  We would make certain innocent 
people would never be sitting in prison on death 
row for years because no one could be bothered to 
review the evidence that proves they didn’t 
commit a crime.  And why would we do all those 
things?  Because that’s what it means to “love one 
another as I have loved you” and “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 
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 I am frustrated by people’s desire to “get 
back to normal” when normal is so far below what 
we say we believe this country is and can be.  
When I was in high school my drama teacher Sue 
Ewert had a quote from Senator Carl Schurz on 
one of the windowsills (no doubt where the 
principal would never see it).  It said, “My 
country, right or wrong; if right, to be kept right; 
and if wrong, to be set right.” 

 I saw that phrase every week school was in 
session for three years, and I have never forgotten 
it.  That phrase describes the obligation of every 
true citizen of this country: to never stop working 
for justice and equality at every level of society; to 
stand up for what is right and not just for what is 
right for me; and to hold individuals, institutions, 
corporations, and governments accountable for 
wrongs done until they are made right. 

 This Fourth of July, in the words of The 
New Colossus at the foot of the Statue of Liberty, I 
want us to be the refuge of the tired, the poor, the 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free.  In the 
words of the hymn America, I want God to mend 
America’s every flaw and confirm its soul in self-
control and its liberty in law.  In the words of the 
Star-Spangled Banner, I want us to be the land of 
the free and the home of the brave.  Be free from 
fear.  Be brave.  Open your hearts. Love, 

Melinda + 

Prayer for Our Community: 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us 

and through us.  May all that we do flow from our 

deep connection with you and all beings.  Help us 

become a community that vulnerably shares each 

other’s burdens and the weight of glory.  Listen to 

our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world.   

Knowing you are hearing us better than we are 

speaking, we offer our prayers in all the holy names 

of God, amen.  Fr. Richard Rohr 



 
Regathering at St. Andrew’s in the Pines 
 St. Andrew's Vestry has decided to wait until July 5 to regather in person.   Even though the restrictions have 
relaxed, we have also had an additional positive test for COVID-19 in Sublette County in the past couple of days.  With 
the increase in tourist traffic, as well as our own climbing infection rates in Wyoming since Memorial weekend, we de-
cided that waiting one more week to see if this was a one-time thing would be prudent.   

 It will also give people time to prepare for the changes that are in store while COVID-19 is with us. Some of 
them will not be comfortable.  We will not be having music.  The Center for Disease Control has found that, because 
singing uses an increased volume of air, droplets are spread farther than during regular speaking, and six foot distancing 
is not enough to keep people who are singing or speaking loudly from spreading the disease, even with masks.  We hate 
to lose our singing, but we would hate making anyone ill even more.  People will be required to wear masks or face cov-
erings to attend.  Refusal to comply will mean cancelation of the service.  We hope that will not be necessary.    

 On the other hand, we will be having Eucharist.  As you may have seen in the diocesan emails, communion will 
use wafers that have had a cross drawn in wine on them.  This minimizes handling of the elements and allows everyone 
to receive in both kinds.   

 In order to follow the guidelines for disinfecting we will need a team of volunteers to clean between and after 
services; greeters/ushers at each service to distribute masks, take and record temperatures, and monitor the sign-in 
sheets; a person to run the Zoom service in the basement; and people to be lectors.   

 Waiting one more week will give people time to see where they would like to offer their time to make worship 
together possible.  Please let Melinda or a member of the vestry know how you can help. 

  At times, my backyard is a 
raucous riot of avian antics.  Sun-
flower-seed-loving birds of every ilk 
devour their complimentary break-
fast with vocal gusto.  The diners 
range from tiny, timid creatures to 
large, full-voiced bullies. In a pletho-
ra of plumage, the guests are cos-
tumed in garb ranging from single 
hues to multicolored.  Some are local 
while others are long-distance travel-
ers. It’s God’s handiwork: a congre-
gation of noisy but peaceful airborne 
invitees like a feathered rainbow of 
yellow, brown, grey, black, purple, 
red and white.   

 While astoundingly different, birds have 
many characteristics in common. They all fly, eat, 
sing, nest, and mate. They also like to hang out with 
each other.  The English language has multiple nouns 
to describe a bird gathering: bevy of quail, brood of 
hens, colony of penguins,   

gagle of geese, host of sparrows, murmuration of star-
lings and my favorite, exaltation of larks! 
 Like birds, we need a healthy habitat, fellow-
ship, nutritious food, and yet, something more.  Pure 
Seed, freely given from God’s hand, containing jus-
tice, mercy, forgiveness and compassion.  He gives 
these to us, in our role as seeders in His image, to 
share with our fellow creatures, not regarding their 
stripe, size, covering, or color. 
We are the Church of The Feeder, called to share 
Christ, to treat others as equals, to speak up in the 
truth of God’s Word and to welcome all.    
In Matthew 6:26, Jesus taught, “Look at the birds of 
the air. They don’t sow, reap or collect seeds to eat 
later for God takes care of them.  Aren’t you - all of 
you, every one of you - so much more VALUABLE to 
God?”  Let us not be small minded or bird-brained, 
but, inspired by God’s great kindness, nourish our 
church body, families, friends, neighbors and our-
selves, with His seeds of love, empathy and fair deal-
ing.  In gratitude, let us share His seeds with others!  

Feeder  Fel lowship by Jocelyn Moore  

Giving Options during COVID-19 and Beyond 
 As you are well aware, no longer having church services means that our most common means of financially supporting St. 
Andrew’s—passing the plate on Sundays—is no longer available.  Please remember that most of our operational expenses continue 
even though we are not gathering.  So we are offering two other options for making donations.  Mailing a check to St. Andrew’s has 
always been an option, and those envelopes go directly to the treasurer.  The newest option is online giving through our website.  If 
you click on the “Online Giving” link on the menu at the top of the page, you’ll go to our Tithe.ly page.  There you can make a se-
cure donation that will be deposited into our bank account.  There are five options for designating your gift: pledge, if you are ful-
filling your pledge; general, if you do not currently pledge to St. Andrew’s; Outreach/COVID-19 , if you wish to add to the $21,740 
given by the Foundation; Foundation, if you would like to support the work of the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyo-
ming and St. Andrew’s ECW.   

 



News Briefs 
• Monday, July 13th - 2pm - Recording of Ordination 
of the Rev. Kenli Lowe to the Priesthood. 

• Tuesday, July 14th - 2pm - Recording of Ordination 
of the Rev. George Harty to the Priesthood. 

• Wednesday, July 15th - Livestream and Recording 
of Installation of the Very Rev. Brian Gross, Dean of St. 
Matthew's Cathedral. 

• Sunday, July 19th - Rebroadcast of Dean's Installa-
tion - You Tube link. 

• Sunday, July 26th - Diocesan Service with Bishop 
Smylie - You Tube Link. 

Sunday, August 2nd - Diocesan Service with the Very 
Rev. Lori Modesitt - You Tube Link. 

Covid-19 Modifies How 
Diocesan and Electing Convention will Occur 

The 2020 Diocesan Convention and the Electing 
Convention for the 10th Bishop of Wyoming has, of 
necessity, been modified because of Covid-19 health 
concerns: 

The venue has changed. All events will be held at the 
Clarion Inn at Platte River in Casper (the former Parkway 
Plaza). (No events will now be held at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, the Ramkota Hotel or the Nicolaysen Art 
Museum.) 

Registration and attendance will be restricted to designated 
lay and clergy voting delegates only. Because of strict 
physical distancing requirements, no guests or visitors will 
be allowed entry to any part of the diocesan convention or 
electing convention. Meals will be provided for delegates 
only. Alternates will not be allowed entry unless the voting 
delegate is unable to attend. 

The draft schedule of events is being compressed into 
a very abbreviated agenda.  

There will be no spouse or guest programming available. 

We will not be having a celebration of the ministry of 
Bishop John and Jill at this time. We will pray that an 
event that can include all of us can be scheduled in early 
2021.  

Livestream of the Convention Business and Electing 
Convention will be available via Zoom and Facebook live 
for those unable to attend due to the restrictions. 

Voting Delegates must be present in the room in order to 
vote for the 10th Bishop. No votes by proxy or remote 
location will be allowed. 

 

Want to be Kept up to Date? 

If you want to know the latest about what’s going on in St. 
Andrew’s and the Diocese, email 
standrewspinedale@gmail.com and ask to be added to the 
All St. Andrew’s list.  That way you’ll get the information 
we have as soon as it’s available.   

 

Upcoming Diocesan Services and Events 

• Sunday, July 5th - Diocesan service with The Rev. 
Canon Joel Dingman - You Tube link. 

• Friday, July 10th - 2pm - Livestream/Recording of 
Ordination of the Rev. Jennie Ketner to the Priesthood. 

• Saturday, July 11th - 2pm - Livestream/Recording of 
Ordination of the Rev. Kristin Lee to the Priesthood. 

• Sunday, July 12th - 3:00pm - Live feed of Transitional 
Diaconate Ordination - Annmarie Delgado, Mike Evers, 
Paul Crips. 

 Sadly, there will be no ECW pie 
sale this year, due to current circum-
stances.  ECW still has commitments to 
outreach, especially our orphan in Hon-
duras, whose upkeep costs us about 
$1000 per year.  This is a commitment 
we can’t ignore.  We usually give another 
$1000 in outreach and also help out with 
normal church expenses.  We have some 
money in the bank, but not enough to 
meet our commitments.  So this year we 
are offering a: 

NO PIE 

PIE SALE 

 

 

If you can find it in your heart to donate 
what you would normally have spent on 
baking pies at home, contributing to 
costs, or buying pies to help ECW meet its 
commitments, that would be wonderful!! 

 Checks made out to ECW can be 
mailed to St. Andew’s or choose ECW on 
Tithe.ly. 

mailto:standrewspinedale@gmail.com


PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

July Birthdays 
Eva Liske  7/2 

Charlotte Keyser 7/4 

Becca Belton  7/5 

Grace Harnack  7/11 

Juli James  7/11 

Madeleine Murdock 7/17 

Janet Bellis  7/19 

Marilyn Huffman 7/20 

Sonja Rife  7/21 

Betty Golden  7/23 

Garrett Lund  7/23 

Liz David  7/25 

Kristen Liske  7/25 

Brad Balue  7/26 

Kay Morris   7/26 

Mary Jane Kleven 7/27 

Krystal Mansur  7/27 

Zain Roberts  7/30 

Upcoming Dates:  

July 11, 18, 25: Caregivers Support Group at 4 
pm in the Wind River Brew Pub. 

July 5, 12, 19, 26: Sunday services in person 
and by Zoom at 8 am and 10 am (God will-
ing!). 

July 13: Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm.    


