
Notes from the Rector 

 July is here, and with it 

Independence Day, our 

celebration of America’s 

beginning as a nation.  These 

days we are again struggling 

with how to be many peoples 

yet one nation.  We are 

wrestling with our collective 

story, and we are arguing over how it should be 

properly told to best reveal and teach how America 

came to be, what America is, and who America is 

called to be in the future.   

 St. Francis of Assisi said, “We can patiently 

accept not being good.  What we cannot bear is not 

being considered good, not appearing good.”  (By 

the way, his habit of saying just this kind of thing is 

the reason everyone has preferred to remember his 

secondary role as patron saint of animals, and not 

his primary role of patron saint of the poor and 

oppressed.) 

 Our desire to be seen as good without 

having to do the actual difficult work of being good 

is part of human brokenness, and it is a temptation 

that is universally difficult to overcome.   Humans 

tend to make generous allowances for falling short 

of their vision of themselves while demanding that 

the falling short itself should be minimized or even 

erased.  But that is not what God wants for us, and 

that is not what we should want for ourselves. 

 As one of the People of the  Book (Judaism, 

Christianity, Islam), the scriptural story is central to 

our identity.  It is the defining story that tells us 

where we came from, who we are, and who we are 

called to be.  It tells us of our greatness and our 

failings, our divine nature and our baser 

tendencies, our strivings and our wallowings.  It 

tells us how we have related to others in the past, 

and how we should relate to them in the future.  It  
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tells us the choices that every person in every gen-

eration faces and what the consequences of those 

choices will be and how long they will last.  Scrip-

ture’s story tells us our fundamental truths. 

 Scripture not only is our story; scripture 

teaches us how to tell our story.  Look at the mag-

nificent construction that is our Bible.  There is no 

single viewpoint.  There is no single narrator.  

There are multiple perspectives of the same story-

line, and there is no requirement that those per-

spectives be brought into any kind of artificial 

consistency.  People are real humans, making mis-

takes—sometimes horrific ones—and doing won-

ders.  Heroism and villainy are equally present on 

all sides, often within the same person.  Stories 

interweave, contradict, merge, separate: but each 

tells its truth balanced with other truths. 

 We always say we can’t know ourselves if 

we don’t know our story.   The question is, do we 

really believe it?  Do we have the courage to tell 

the story of our time the way the writers of scrip-

ture had the courage to tell the story of theirs?  

Telling the whole story honestly, with multiple 

threads and facets given the same weight, and not 

leaving out the painful and unattractive sections? 
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 Think of the story of David, the greatest 

king of Israel and Judah, without the tale of Uriah 

and Bathsheba to tell us that even the most faithful 

of God’s chosen can be tempted by power and posi-

tion to the most horrible crimes, then come to re-

pent and be forgiven.  Think of the story of Peter, 

James and John without all of the foolish questions, 

doubts, demands and fears of their discipleship—

including Peter’s denial of Jesus the night of his ar-

rest—to tell us that allowing fear to override faith 

can be a step to greater faithfulness in the future.  

 Think of the story of Paul without the the 

kindling of his religious zeal as he holds the coats of 

those who stone Stephen to death, his career as a 

hunter of Christian heretics, his dramatic encounter 

with Jesus on the road to Damascus, his decision to 

become an apostle, and the restoration of his sight 

by the disciple Ananias to tell us of the very real 

possibility of repentance and redemption for every 

one of us. 

 The story is not found in lists of their fail-

ures or their accomplishments.  The story is found 

in their discovering who they are, their wrestling 

with the options  they are given, their choosing to 

move toward or away from where God calls them 

to be, and their handling of the consequences of 

those choices.   

 It is always tempting to edit the past, to tidy 

up the narrative to match our vision of how we 

wish it had been so that we can be seen to be good.  

But it is dangerously foolish to do so.  Simple, tidy, 

comfortable pasts are lies that destroy futures.  As 

we know from the parallel stories from the very be-

ginning of scripture—beginning with the two crea-

tion stories in Genesis—it is wiser to maintain as 

many narrative lines in the story of ourselves as we 

can, so no part of the truth is lost. 

 Because the only single Truth is God.  All 

else is bits of truth, pieces of the picture, tiles in the 

mosaic, fragments of What Is.  And the only way 

for humans to approach that Truth  is to include all 

the broken bits, all the scattered pieces, all the un-

comfortable fragments in our story and offer them 

up to God honestly, without fear that we will be 

rejected for being less than the perfection we crave.  

Because God does not desire perfection, but us.  

“Being a Christian is not essentially 

about joining a church or being a 

nice person, but about following in 
the footsteps of  Jesus, taking his 

teachings seriously, letting his Spirit 

take the lead in our lives, and in so 

doing helping to change the world 

from our nightmare into God’s 

dream.”   

― The Most Reverend Michael Curry, 

 Crazy Christians: A Call to Follow Jesus 



Licenses, Lures, Lunch and Laughter 
by Jocelyn Moore 

 During a recent morning trip, I passed a group of fishing 

guides waiting for their clients.  Bearded, mostly young men 

wearing ball caps advertising fishing lures or guide companies, 

they held steaming cups of coffee to ward off the chilly 49-degree 

air. Wearing bug-repellent long sleeve shirts and quick dry pants, 

they stood beside four-wheel-drive, 4-door pickups hitched to a 

Clackacraft, Hyde or another well-known fishing boat brand.  Jok-

ing and trading fish stories, these fellas had four things in com-

mon: 

Licenses, lures, lunch and laughter. 

As Christians, we’re also called to fish.  Jesus promised Peter, and us today, that when we follow 

Him, we would become a “Fisher of Men.” (Matt. 4:19).  As children of God, we have “license” or permis-

sion from our Heavenly Father to talk about Him and invite other people into the Family.  Our lures are 

our testimony of what God does for us, how He loves us, forgives us, accepts us.  Like the little child with 

two fish and five loaves of bread, (Matt. 14:17), we share a meal of Good News, nourishing those who are 

hungry for compassion and offering them a seat at the lunch table.  

Boat photo: Magdal Spirituality Center, Sea of Galilee, 

Israel. Photographer: Carl Rasmussen.  

News Notes 
Sublette County Bridges Out of Poverty is looking for people who might want to be mentors 

(“allies”) for their Getting Ahead course graduates: people in poverty who have investigated 

their own situations and ways to approach their life in a more positive way. The 2-hour Ally 

training explains the ally’s role, a large part of which will be to help the graduate to meet new 

people, to build social capital, and open doors for them. The next course will probably be next 

fall.  Contact Sarah Murdock at sarahmurdock@gmail.com or 307-231-2431 for more information. 

 

Free Summer Lunch continues through August 5.  Sponsored by St. Andrew’s, Pinedale Commu-

nity United Church of Christ, Our Lady of Peace, and Church of the Resurrection, Summer 

Lunch provides lunch for any child and their accompanying adults between noon and 12:45 pm 

Tuesday through Thursday at the UCC church.  It is a great opportunity for parents and grand-

parents to be able to share a hot meal with their kids and grandkids during the day without hav-

ing to cook themselves.   

 

Please sign up to help with St. Andrew’s ministries.  All of the schedules are on the small table in 

the Narthex.  
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The Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) is available for those having difficulty paying rent be-

cause of COVID-related financial difficulties, or if they owe back rent from during the moratorium on evic-

tions.  Those interested can contact the Sublette County SAFV (Sexual Assault/Family Violence) Taskforce at 

preventionsafv@gmail.com or 307-367-6305.   

 

St. Andrew’s and St. Hubert’s Collaborative Foundation Grant has funds available to assist people in Sub-

lette County struggling with the financial consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic or needing help with 

mental health support.  If you or someone you know has a need, please contact Melinda at  

 

Sublette County Vaccination Update 

As of June 21, Sublette County Public Health has fully vaccinated 2,350 people. Sublette County has fully vac-

cinated a total of 24% of our population. 

 

Yes, there will be a pie sale and a rummage sale this year! There are many different ways you can help: 

• Bring your rummage to the church prior to the day and put it in the East Room (the new addition). 

• Make pies at home and bring them to the church on Friday or Saturday morning by 9 am. 

• Join us for pie-making in the Undercroft on Friday, July 9 at 9 am—no baking skills needed! 

• Join us for sorting and setup for the rummage sale in the Undercroft on Friday, July 9 at 2 pm. 

• Help us sell pies and rummage Saturday morning at 9am. 

• Buy pies and rummage 

• Help with cleanup after the sales. 

• Donate money 

 

The deadline for the August Newsletter submissions is Wednesday, July 21 at 5 pm.  Please email your ar-

ticles, information, photos, etc. to Sukey Hohl at sukeybook@gmail.com between now and then.  Thanks! 

 

Prayer For Our Community 

Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and hope that we can never comprehend. Thank you for lead-

ing us into a time where more of reality is being unveiled for us all to see. We pray that you will take away 

our natural temptation for cynicism, denial, fear and despair. Help us have the courage to awaken to greater 

truth, greater humility, and greater care for one another. May we place our hope in what matters and what 

lasts, trusting in your eternal presence and love. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our suffering 

world. Please add your own intentions . . . Knowing, good God, you are hearing us better than we are speak-

ing, we offer these prayers in all the holy names of God.  Amen. 

mailto:preventionsafv@gmail.com
mailto:sukeybook@gmail.com


St. Andrew’s in the Pines Vestry                                                                                    May 10, 2021 

Present: The Rev Melinda Bobo, Joni Mack, Cody Saxton, Andrea Paulsen, John Lund, Sheryl Boroff. 

Also present: Teresa Lindenmeier, Jocelyn Moore. 

Outreach funds rolled into the next month. Sheryl commented that the State of Wyoming has funds for rent assistance; part of 

the problem with people who need these funds is that they struggle to complete the application. SAFV will be helping with 

this. 

Foundation of the Diocese of Wyoming Grant: St. Andrew’s applied with St. Hubert the Hunter in Bondurant for a $50,000 COVID 

related grant and it was awarded. 

Attendance has been on the increase; several days we had close to 30. 

Social distancing and masks: Today, the Bishop is allowing churches to decide how they will handle wearing masks and physical-

ly distance or not for all gatherings. The Vestry decided to let our congregation know that they have the choice of whether to 

wear face coverings; distancing is no longer required. 

Sign-up sheets are out for volunteers for lay reading, coffee hour, tech support (Zoom operators) and music. Melinda will 

schedule training for lay readers, who are licensed by the Diocese. 

Second PPP Loan approved: over $16,000 will be awarded to our church to cover 2.5 months of Melinda’s salary and benefits. 

We will revise the 2021 budget to reflect this. 

Small church bookkeeping software: Melinda spoke with our Treasurer, and she is willing to learn the new software if Quick-

books will feed into it. 

Fresh Expressions ministries: Jocelyn and Teresa came to the meeting to present an idea for getting our church back together. 

Friday June 18, from 4 – 9 pm, at American Legion Park, inviting our ‘sister’ churches (Our Lady of Peace, Pinedale Community 

Church, Church of the Resurrection) to a potluck picnic dinner, games, and music, no alcohol provided.  Vestry approved and 

offered help. 

May Financial Summary as of 5.31.2021 

Checking accounts   51,268 

Savings accounts     7,061 

CDs (restricted bldg)  40,000 

Investments     8,471 

Totals 106,800 

Adjusted Net Income     5,495 

Restricted fund balances   

 Bozeman Trail Grant 32,750 

 COVID Grant 37,447 

 Suicide Prevention/ 

Mental Health 

7,630 

 Summer Lunch 4,351 

PPP (payroll & benefits) 16,172 

Unrestricted funds   

Sublette County CARES 12,110 

Pledges 10,932 

Open offering 31,055 
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HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

UPCOMING DATES IN JULY 
July 3: Celebration of Life for Fred Petersen at 4 pm in the back-

yard, followed by dinner and Committal in Pinedale Cemetery.  

The family requests masks be worn to protect those who cannot 

be vaccinated. 

July 10, 17, 24, 31: Saturday Taizé services in-person and by 

Zoom at 6 pm. July 3 Taize is cancelled. 

July 4, 11, 18, 25: Sunday services in-person and by Zoom at 9 

am unless otherwise announced. 

July 9: Pie baking at 9 am and Rummage organizing at 2 pm in 

the Undercroft. 

July 10: Pie Sale and Rummage Sale, 9 am to noon at the church, 

outside if weather permits. 

July 10: Walk-through Memorial for Charles Key from 2 pm to 5 

pm in sanctuary, reception in the Undercroft. 

July 11: Rendezvous Service in-person and by Zoom at 9 am 

outside if weather permits. 

July 12: Vestry meeting in-person and by Zoom at 5:30 pm in the 

Undercroftj. 

June Birthdays  
Eva Liske  7/2 

Charlotte Keyser 7/4 

Becca Belton  7/5 

Beau Faler  7/8 

Grace Harnack  7/11 

Juli James  7/11 

Jen White  7/11 

Sophie White  7/12 

Madeleine Murdock 7/17 

Janet Bellis  7/19 

Sonja Rife  7/21 

Betty Golden  7/23 

Garrett Lund  7/23 

Liz David  7/25 

Kristen Liske  7/25 

Brad Balue  7/26 

Kay Morris  7/26 

MJ Kleven  7/27 

Krystal Mansur  7/27 

Zain Roberts  7/30 


