
A Note from the Rector 

 I’m ending May by 
heading back to Spartanburg with 
my sister Charlease to pack up our 
parents’ furniture and put the 
house on the market. 

 Then we’ll hightail it back 
to Wyoming in a big moving van.  
Hopefully there won’t be too 
much traffic or too much 
coronavirus and everything will go 
smoothly.  

 While it’s going to be a rush job, we’re 
looking forward to going through things as we pack.  
No doubt we’ll see photos and heirlooms we’ve not 
paid attention to for years in a whole new light as we 
decide what stays and what goes.  It’s a great chance 
to reevaluate priorities: what really matters in our 
lives?  What is an emotion-filled touchstone to our 
memories, and what is simply more clutter?   

 What always surprises me when doing those 
explorations is how little cash value has to do with 
anything.  I remember little figurines we used to get 
our parents for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 
birthdays….  One I remember vividly was a mother 
skunk with two baby skunks chained to her.  We used 
to sneak Mother’s Chanel No. 5 to dab on their 
bottoms so they’d smell.  

 Another was a little boy angel looking 
innocent who was hiding a slingshot behind his back.  
It reminded us of Johnny Whitaker in The Littlest 
Angel movie, one of the family’s Christmas favorites.  
We didn’t get much for our allowance, so all the little 
trinkets couldn’t have been terribly expensive, but our 
parents ooo’d and ahhh’d over them as if they were the 
crown jewels of Europe, and displayed them 
prominently after every move.   

 I know, as we go through the house, we’ll find 
those treasures and remember how excited we were to 
give them as presents.  And we’ll also remember the 
love with which they were received.  That remembered 
love is what makes the difference between just another 
piece of junk and a treasure to be cherished into the 
future.  It is, if you remember the story, what made the 
Velveteen Rabbit real.  And it is what makes us—
flawed and broken as we are—priceless gems in the 
eyes, mind, and heart of God.   

Melinda + 

 June  2020 

Welcome to Pinedale! 
 Even with the pandemic, people are moving to 
Pinedale, including Annie Ruth Bobo, Melinda’s 
mother.  Annie Ruth (it’s that or Anne, not just 
“Annie”) was born in Marion, South Carolina in 1932, 
met her husband Charles at Benedict College in 
Columbia, SC, and they married and moved to 
Washington, DC in 1956.  

 She was a chemistry 
major, but also got her teaching 
certification—in multiple states, 
since Charles said there was no 
telling where they might end up.  
Both Charlease and Melinda were 
born in DC, and when they were 5 
and 2 respectively everyone 
moved to Dubois, Wyoming when 
Charles took a transfer into the 
Forest Service. 

 They traveled from Dubois to Grand Marais, 
Minnesota to Duluth, Minnesota, to Escanaba, 
Michigan, to Harrisburg, Illinois.  Annie Ruth began as 
a nuclear chemist, but did end up teaching in 
Minnesota and Illinois, so Charles turned out to be 
right.  They retired to Spartanburg in 1985, moved to 
Cheyenne in 2005, and moved back to Spartanburg in 
2010.  

 Annie Ruth left Spartanburg March 16 and has 
been in the Sublette Center Heritage Apartments since 
March 21.  She’s enjoying her return to the wide-open 
spaces of Wyoming and has remembered how much 
she enjoyed Dubois and Cheyenne.  Once we’re all 
released from restrictions everyone will have a chance 
to get to know her better.  Be sure and say hi if you see 
her in the grocery store, library, or post office! 

Prayer for Our Community: 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through 

us.  May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you 

and all beings.  Help us become a community that vulnerably 

shares each other’s burdens and the weight of glory.  Listen to 

our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world.   Knowing 

you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer our 

prayers in all the holy names of God, amen. 

 Fr. Richard Rohr 

 



 

 Jack has been accepted to Fort Lewis College in Duran-
go Colorado.  He has also been offered an unbelievable oppor-
tunity to work for New West Knife Works in Jackson, WY mak-
ing knives.  They are excited for him to develop the artistic side 
of their custom knife work business.  Because classes at Fort 
Lewis and college is unpredictable at this time, and given the 
opportunity at New West, Jack is going to take a gap year and 
has accepted the job with New West Knife Works.  He will be 
moving to Driggs, ID this summer. 

 Jack is also in the process of becoming a Journeyman 
Bladesmith with the American Bladesmith Society.  Last sum-
mer he passed the performance test.  He had to make a knife that 

would cut through a 1 inch piece of rope and then a 2x4 piece of wood.  The next step is to make 5 knives that 
will be judged this summer by Master Bladesmiths at their international knife show.   

Congrats, Jack Rellstab, Pinedale High School Graduate 

 When I was young, I’d watch my grandfa-

ther prepare Grandmother’s garden, breaking the 

hardened Georgia soil with the help of his well-

worn mule. Having survived the Depression, 

1918 Flu Pandemic and two World Wars, my 

grandparents were necessarily self-reliant. They 

didn’t have many frills or luxuries, living instead 

a trim regime of survival and perseverance. My 

grandmothers one garden indulgence was egg-

plant. Even though no one in the family would 

eat it, she would plant, hoe, water and care for the 

purple bulbous fruit because, she said, “I think 

it’s pretty.” 

Eggplant seeds are sown one-half inch deep.  In 

darkness, they absorb water, break dormancy, 

sprout roots, then push a tiny stem skyward to 

start the process of photosynthesis. Within each 

seed is the yield, the genetic culmination of in-

structions which cause a seed to become an egg-

plant or redwood or newborn.  God, the Seed 

Creator, reveals in Genesis 1:29 that He gave us 

every seed-bearing plant on earth.  Seeds are just 

one of His many gifts. 

 God is extravagant and generous in sow-
ing seeds! In Jesus’ parable, it’s not always obvi-
ous that the Sower (God) disseminated His seed 

everywhere, all over the world, to all people, gra-
ciously spreading it to good soil, unproductive  

dirt, and weed-infested ground.  God gives His 

goodness to all, sends sun and rain to the evil and 

good, just, and unjust (Matthew 5:45).  For in 

truth, we all have been in both of those catego-

ries. 

 We are also called to be “seeders” to all; 

though, it’s not our responsibility to create the 

produce. Paul 

wrote to the Co-

rinthians (I Cor. 

3:6) that though 

he planted the 

seed and Apol-

los watered it, it 

was God who 

caused the seed 

to grow.  In the 

current dark soil 

of concern for 

our community, 

our neighbors, 

our church fam-

ily, we sow 

spiritual seeds 

of love, joy, 

peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22). Even 

the tiniest action of love, as small as an eggplant 

seed, God will use to bring forth a great harvest!  

Eggplant  Encouragement  by  Joce lyn Moore  



News Briefs 
Regathering at St. Andrew’s in the Pines 

 St. Andrew's Vestry has decided to post-
pone regathering in person at this time.   If we had cho-
sen to open with the current Phase 1 reduction in re-
strictions, services would be limited to a maximum of 21 
individuals in order to maintain 6 foot physical distanc-
ing in our worship space.  Family groups would require 
more seating space and would reduce the total number of 
people that could be present.   

 All persons attending except children under age 
2 would be required to wear a mask or face cover-
ing.  Our sanctuary, narthex, sacristy, bathrooms, hand-
rails, door handles and light switches would need to be 
disinfected before and after each service.  

 Most important, people 65 and older or with 
high risk health conditions would not be able to at-
tend church services and activities until Phase 3 of 
the state's reopening plan.   

 We do not want to needlessly endanger anyone, 
nor do we want any of our members shut out of worship 
shared by the rest of us.  So, until we can all come to-
gether safely, the vestry chooses to stand in solidarity 
with our most vulnerable people and continue with virtu-
al services and gatherings.  While we all wait for 
the infection rates to decline, we can use the time to 
come up with new signs of affection and showing we 
care to replace the hugs that we're so used to sharing.  

 We pray that God will continue to bless and 
keep us. 

Important Answers about COVID-19 in Wyo. 

 Stephanie Lund, St. Andrew’s member and Re-
gional Supervisor for Public Health Nursing, shared with 
the Vestry some much needed answers to common ques-
tions about COVID-19: 

1. We don't have a vaccine, it will be some time before 
we do. 

2. We have widespread testing.  Anyone with symp-
toms can be tested at this time.  We are testing long-
term care facilities.  Non-symptomatic patients can 
be tested, the test just needs to go to private lab and 
there are fees associated with that. 

3. We have always had tracking protocols.  The De-
partment of Health has been doing contact investiga-
tions from the very beginning when the first cases 
were identified on March 13, 2020 in Fremont Coun-
ty.  Contact investigation continues and the amount 
of people working on them has increased dramatical-
ly.   

4. The Wyoming Department of Health continues to 
watch and make sure we have capacity to care for 
the sick in our hospitals, at this time hospital capaci-
ty is stabilizing per the WDH website. 

Thanks to Stephanie for keeping us informed! 

Want to be Kept up to Date? 

 If you want to know the latest about what’s going 
on in St. Andrew’s and the Diocese, email 
standrewspinedale@gmail.com and ask to be added to the 
All St. Andrew’s list.  That way you’ll get the information 
we have as soon as it’s available.   

Sunday Services on YouTube  

 The Diocesan staff prepares virtual service 
offerings for those who wish to take advantage of these 
videos.  All are pre-recorded so folks can watch at their 
leisure.  Bulletins are attached to the email announcing the 
service, and YouTube Video Links for services will be 
provided via the eSpirit daily email 24 hours before the day 
of the planned service.  They are also available on 
Facebook.    

Giving Options during COVID-19 and Beyond 

 As you are well aware, no longer having church 
services means that our most common means of financially 
supporting St. Andrew’s—passing the plate on Sundays—is 
no longer available.  

 Please remember that most of our operational 
expenses continue even though we are not gathering.  So 
we are offering two other options for making donations.  
Mailing a check to St. Andrew’s has always been an option, 
and those envelopes go directly to the treasurer.  

 The newest option is online giving through our 
website.  If you click on the “Online Giving” link on the 
menu at the top of the page, you’ll go to our Tithe.ly page.  
There you can make a secure donation that will be 
deposited into our bank account.  

 There are four options for designating your gift: 
pledge, if you are fulfilling your pledge; general, if you do 
not currently pledge to St. Andrew’s; Outreach/COVID-
19 , if you wish to add to the $10,000 given by the 
Foundation; and, Foundation, if you would like to support 
the work of the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Wyoming.   

 Online giving will continue to be offered even after 
the crisis is over.  Through Tithe.ly you can set up your gift 
to be sent automatically, and we will also continue to add 
categories for giving as they become needed.  We hope that 
this will make everyone’s lives easier, not only in the 
immediate future, but for years to come.  

mailto:standrewspinedale@gmail.com
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June Birthdays 
Wes Morris   6/7 

Ellie Wilkinson  6/8 

Russ Walker   6/8 

Tinsley Wilkinson  6/12 

Caitlin Baxley-Mansur 6/20 

The Rev. Randy Belton 6/20 

Jeni Snidecor   6/21 

Tom Johnston   6/25 

Camille Kainer  6/28 

Jill Wilkinson   6/29 

Erica Seehafer   6/30 


