
A Note from the Rector 

 Like everyone else, I 
feel like life is so much 
harder right now.  It takes 
more energy to do the 
simplest things, and doing 
hard or complex things 
sometimes feels impossible.  
 In addition to all the 
stress we have every day, we 
also have the physiological 
consequences of having lived 
with that stress now for 
months.  Prolonged stress can 
destructive to our minds and 
bodies. 

 And on top of that, 
we’re moving into winter and losing hours of 
daylight.  I don’t know about you, but I NEED 
sunshine!  Yet, as with the sun rising later and 
setting earlier, most of the time there is nothing we 
can do to make the causes of our stress go away.  
What can we do?  

 We have to admit that it’s okay to feel that 
way, and realize other people are feeling the same 
way we are.  It’s not some kind of personal failure, 
it is normal right now.  We don’t have to cover it up 
or pretend we’re fine.  We can say we’re tired, 
we’re stressed, we’re having a tough day—we can 
be honest about what we’re feeling. 

 The nice thing about sharing how we 
honestly feel, even if it’s not fabulously energized 
and ready to take on the universe, is that we might 
discover that people around us feel the same way 
and are wondering if they’re the only ones, too.  
Other people are feeling overwhelmed by things that 
used to be easy.  Other people are feeling like there 
aren’t enough hours in the day to get the things done 
that used to take a fraction of that time.  Other 
people are feeling tired, sad, depressed, frustrated, 
discouraged, etc.  and don’t know how to fix it. 
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 The good news is, once you start sharing 
those feelings, they get less powerful.  When you 
find out it’s not you, it’s the situation we’re all 
living in right now, you can forgive yourself for 
feeling like you’re drowning alone in a never-
ending ocean of crises big and small.  Because 
you’re not alone.  We’re all in this together.  And 
we have to remember that God is with us, too, not 
wondering what the heck is the matter with us, but 
fully understanding how hard all this is to face day 
after day.   

 

 We celebrate All Saints’ Day on November 
1.  It’s a celebration of all of the saints of God, 
living and dead.  We use it as a chance to remember 
those who have died, saying their names aloud to 
remind us that those who have died are just on the 
other side of the veil.  We have not been abandoned 
by those we love.  They are still members of the 
community of the faithful and loving people of 
God.  As Jesus says, “God is the god of the living, 
not the dead.”  They have not been obliterated but 
still care about us, watch over us, pray for us. 

 Most of all, they love us, as much or more 
than they did when they were alive.  We need not 
be afraid in these complicated and painful times.  
We have plenty of company on our road to help us 
navigate the challenges of life and not lose heart 
when we feel trapped in suffering and stress.  If we 
reach out, someone will reach back. 

 Melinda+ 

Prayer for Those We Love (BCP p. 831)  

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to 

us to your never-failing care and love, for this 

life and the life to come, knowing that you are 

doing for them better things than we can de-

sire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 



 

 I recently watched David Klarén, owner of Mystery Print Gallery, 
create a pottery vase. He cut a portion of clay off a large block then molded 
it inside his warm hands to form a grey oblate orb.  He placed it in the cen-
ter of a potter’s lathe, moistened the clay and engaged the spinning disk.  
David cupped the clay and compressed the center with his thumbs making a 
slight depression. Using his palms and fingertips, he expanded the middle 
while lifting and forming the sides.  Throughout the process, he doused the 
clay with water to reduce friction. After the sides elongated to the desired 
height, he collared or gently narrowed the upper part to reduce the mouth 
width. David used a contouring tool known as a “rib” to sculpt and smooth 
the exterior then added a lip just beneath the topmost edge.  Sliding the con-
tainer from the pottery wheel, it was set aside to be dried, glazed, fired, and 
turned into a useful item of beauty. 

 And I thought, doesn’t God do the same thing with us? 

 The Bible has many references to potters.  Isaiah writes in Chapter 
64, verse 8 that we are clay, God is our potter, and we are all the work of His hand.  Job mentions to his 
friends in Chapter 33, verse 6, that, “I too was pinched off from a piece of clay.” God is not hands-off, unin-
volved, absent.  As a human potter imbues a part of themself in their work, the Master Potter places His im-
age in us, a spiritual fingerprint on our being. 

 Jeremiah tells in Chapter 18, verses 3-4 about visiting a potter who didn’t like the looks of his pot.  
So, he started over and used the same clay to make another one.  Jeremiah’s message is that God is in con-
trol of our lives; we are not our own. God can change our trajectory, affect a re-do, and help us become a 
“new creation” as Paul calls an about face in his second letter to the believers in Corinth, Chapter 5, verse 
17. 

 During the past eight months, the world has been on a potter’s wheel.  Worries about the pandemic 
pound us.  Rumors spin out of control and speculations deluge the news.  Instead of fighting the tumult, let 
us claim God’s promise that “All things work together for good for those who love the Lord and are called 
according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).  The pledge is not that all things will BE good, it’s that the Mas-
ter Potter will use all things FOR good.  As the well-loved hymn, “Have Thine Own Way”, states: “Thou art 
the potter, I am the clay. Mold me and make me after thy will, while I am waiting, yielded and still.”   Have 
your way, Lord, have your way. 

 

Community Thanksgiving Postponed till 2021 
 It is with regret that the committee for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner has determined the annu-

al dinner held on Thanksgiving Day will need to be postponed this year.  The Committee looked into several 

options in an attempt to have something happen but could not find a safe manner to gather people or serve 

food.  We send best wishes to the community during this Thanksgiving season and we look forward to the 

time when we can gather with friends and community. 

  

The Potter ’ s  Touch by Joce lyn Moore  



Our St. Andrew’s in the Pines Family 

 

ECW Social Distancing Christmas 

Ornament Exchange 

 Bring a wrapped ornament with a note 

or card of Christmas greeting to Sukey’s of-

fice at the library by Friday, December 

11th.  The packages will then be available 

at the church starting Sunday, December 

13 and you can pick one randomly. Ques-

tions? Call Sukey at 231-3030. 

ECW NEWS 
 It is safe to say that in these diffi-

cult times, we miss getting together and 

not knowing what’s going on in one an-

other’s lives.  If you, or someone you 

know, from our St. Andrew’s Family 

could use a phone call or card, for whatev-

er reason, please let Melinda or Sukey 

know and we will list them in the newslet-

ter. Here are some folks who could use a 

lift and would love to hear from you : 

Betty Golden, PO Box 1279, Pinedale, 
WY 82941 

Coralee Petersen, PO Box 725, Pinedale, 
WY 82941 

Van and Marilyn Huffman, PO Box 468, 
Pinedale, WY 82941 

Elaine Crumpley, PO Box 1123, Pinedale, 
WY 82941 

  
Stewardship Season is here again! 
It’s difficult to talk about pledging for next year in the time 
 of coronavirus.  Everything seems so unsettled and 
unsettling, we can’t worship together the way we would 
like, our usual times of gathering and celebration can’t be 
held, and we’re worried about what the future is going to 
bring.  But times of crisis are when the Church shines.  We 
know this because the Church was born in such unsettling 
times and, rather than fading into obscurity, drew hundreds 
and thousands into more meaningful relationship with God 
and one another.  At this point it is less and less likely that 
we will be able to assemble on a Sunday to renew our cov-
enant relationship with God and recommit to being stew-
ards of God’s gifts.  While it is painful to be apart, we are, 
all of us, still able to be the Body of Christ and reveal his 
power and love to the world.  St. Andrew's Stewardship 
Sunday  will be Sunday, November 22th, and between 
now and then you are invited to consider the talents God 
has given you and determine how they can best be used to 
help bring in the kingdom of heaven.   As we all reflect on 
the difficulties of 2020, we should also think of how St. 
Andrew’s has sought to ease those difficulties, especially 
for our neighbors who are most vulnerable to the upheaval 
in all our lives, and commit to support that work in the 
year to come.   Let us give thanks for all of the gifts that 
we have been given, let us gather virtually when we cannot 
physically,  and let us share with one another and the 
world all that God has blessed us with.  
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St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

November Birthdays  

Tara Bolgiano-Holmes 11/6 

Jeanne Raney  11/8 

Kylie Blumel  11/8 

Jane Johnston  11/9 

Sue Holz  11/11 

Caroline Brazell 11/14 

Clay Kainer  11/16 

Diane Vitt  11/18 

Peggy Bryant  11/20 

Stuart Thompson 11/20 

Barb Wise  11/21 

Dave Hohl  11/21 

Katherine Jo Morris 11/23 

Holly Roberts  11/23 

Sherrill Hudson  11/26 

Ruby Holmes  11/27 

Emmett James Morris 11/27 

Upcoming Dates:  
November 1: All Saints’ Day service with remembrance of those who have died. 

November 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Depending on new COVID-19 cases, Sunday services by Zoom at 9 am or in-person services at 8 
am and 10 am with Zoom available at both services.  Email notice will be  provided each week once the ser-
vice style has been determined. 

November 9: Vestry meeting by Zoom at .    

November 14: Mental Health First Aid Community Training online over Zoom and in person at the Sublette County Public 
Health office next to the Pinedale Clinic from 8:30 am to 5 pm.  

November 21:  International Survivors of Suicide Loss Day at the Marbleton Town Hall from 10 am to 12 pm. 

ST. ANDREW’S HISTORICAL INFORMATION NEEDED 
FOR SUBLETTE COUNTY CENTENNIAL  

 The Sublette County Centennial Celebra-
tion will be 2021-2022.  The Sublette County 
Centennial Committee is encouraging organiza-
tions to make/do a history project in honor of the 
upcoming County Centennial.  A member of the 
committee doing initial research noticed that 
there is no record for St. Andrew’s on file with 
the State Historic Preservation Office, which is 
the central place for community historical infor-
mation to be made available to the public. 

 If anyone would like to coordinate a pro-
ject to include in the Centennial Celebration and 
to preserve the history of St. Andrew’s in the 
Pines at SHPO, please email Melinda at revbo-
bo.wy@gmail.com or call or text her at 307-690-
4889.  St. Andrew’s has been an important part 
of county history and should be remembered 
during the celebration. 

mailto:revbobo.wy@gmail.com
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Pastor Jami baptizes Viola Varden Holmes! Stuart and Zach Thompson put up the new 
cross  on the church. 

Eating good on the golf course by Andrea Paulsen Twins Hanging out with Mom  by Andrea Paulsen 


