
A Note from the Rector 

 “Remember not the 
former things, nor consider the 
things of old.  Behold, I am doing 
a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it?”  These 
are the words of God in Isaiah 
43:18-19, speaking to the people 
of Israel about their captivity in 
Babylon and their eventual 
release.  

 These are probably the most ignored 
words in scripture.  Because humans are creatures 
of habit.  We know that people who are raised in 
abusive households are more likely to be abusers 
themselves, not because the pattern of abuse 
wasn’t painful, but because it eventually becomes 
familiar.  And familiar, no matter how bad, is 
safer than the unknown.  Because if the known is 
this bad, the unknown could be so much worse.   

 Remember the people of Israel crying out 
to God for centuries to be delivered from brutal 
slavery to the Egyptians?  They wanted to once 
again be a free and independent people, living in 
their own country by the laws of their God.  
They wanted to no longer have their sons die 
because the Egyptians considered Israel too 
numerous for the nation’s safety and security.  
So God delivered the people and sent them 
out through the wilderness to learn to be a 
new nation and win their own land. 

 And what did they say once they had 
left slavery behind and started the hard work 
of becoming a nation reborn?  First, they 
complained “If only we had died by the hand 
of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat 
by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for 
you have brought us out into this wilderness 
to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
Exodus 16:3 

 So God gave them manna—bread 
from heaven—to eat.  Later, when they began 
to take their miraculous food for granted, they 
whined, “If only we had meat to eat! We  
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remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the the leeks, 
the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is 
dried up, and there is nothing at all but this 
manna to look at.” Numbers 11:4b-6  Oh, for the 
good old days, how wonderful they used to be.   

 Remember, Moses is of the generation that 
had its male children exterminated.  His mother is 
still alive, as are his siblings.  Many of the people 
making the journey lost sons and brothers also.  
How can they want to go back to the place that 
killed their own family members? 

 Because that brutality was normal, not 
extraordinary.  It was to be expected.  Mourned, 
yes, but eventually accepted as how things 
worked.  Part of the system.  But at least there was 
familiar food to eat and familiar surroundings.  
And if you weren’t the one getting beaten or 
killed, it wasn’t too bad, right?  And those people 
who were beaten must had done something to 
provoke it, so it was really their own fault. 
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  I love rain and all its companions: the drum of droplets on a metal roof, the sway of tree limbs and 

cool puffs from the sudden drop in temperature.  I like the smell of petrichor, the earthy aroma produced 

when rainwater falls on dry soil.  Matthew writes in Chapter 5, verse 45, that God sends rain for the ones 

who do right and the ones who do wrong.  Otherwise, I would have had some mighty dry years!   

 This spring, I placed fourteen “lick tubs” under my roof edges and have collected gallons of rainwa-

ter.  Pure, fresh, salt-free. Vacant, the tubs are just large plastic receptacles.  Filled with water, they are life-

sustaining. 

 In II Kings, Chapter 4, the prophet Elisha is approached by an impoverished widow whose sons are 

about to be sold into slavery. She has a little oil in her house but not enough to pay her debts. Elisha tells her 

to borrow flasks, bowls and every vacant coffer she can find. As she pours her little bit of oil into the con-

tainers, these fill to the brim.  When she runs out of jugs, the oil stops. She sells the oil, pays her debts and 

has funds left over to care for herself and her sons. God filled these bare, void, blank vessels--. 

 God fills empty people too. 

Let’s be real. The stress of uncertainty, living in this time of pandemic, can drain us.  We lose interest in 

things we used to enjoy, withdraw from others, feel anxious and irritable, sleep poorly, grind our teeth, and 

let our appearance go. We become impoverished physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

 Thankfully, we have a spiritual filling station, a celestial hose, a never-ending source of love and car-

ing.   God promised in Isaiah 44:3, that he would POUR water on the thirsty land… and POUR out His Spir-

it on us and our offspring.  Jesus reiterated God’s promise in John 14:26-27, that He would give us His 

peace and God will send us a Comforter, a Friend, the Holy Spirit.  We are never alone or abandoned and 

don’t need to feel distraught.  We just ask the Lord to fill us with His Spirit, saturate our hollow spaces with 

love and soak us with the certainty that He’s still in command and watching over us.  Thank you Lord! 

 Jesus says over and over again, “What you 
do to the least of these, you do to me.”  How we 
treat the poor, the powerless, the other, the outsid-
er, the leper, the enemy, is how Jesus judges us.  
Those are the fruits that reveal if we are wheat or 
weeds, if we use what we are given to feed others 
or if we take only for ourselves and those who we 
feel are like us.  Watch President Obama’s eulogy 
for John Lewis.    https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8P3X9AiN8E4  Recognize the truth 
about the “good old days.”  Then choose the 
“more perfect Union.”  Choose deliverance from 
the chains of a brutal past.  Choose loving one an-
other as Jesus loves us.  Choose. 

 

“Here is the challenge for the Episcopal Church—
we need to stop being afraid of committing to the 
work of dismantling systemic racism and white 
supremacy. We need to learn and understand how 
it operates inside the Episcopal Church and in the 
world.”  - The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows, Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis 
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 We are living in a time of political, social, 
economic, and cultural unrest, with a major health 
crisis thrown in.  We desperately want to get back 
to what is normal, what we’re used to, what is fa-
miliar, and erase all these complications as if they 
had never been.  But by continually looking back 
at a now idealized past, we fail to live into the pre-
sent and look forward to the future. 

 We certainly fail to live into what God re-
quires of us as a people born for new life and new 
hope, as a nation born to offer new life and new 
hope.  We pretend that here in Wyoming we are 
somehow immune from national issues, but those 
issues shaped and continue to shape Wyoming and 
its people. 

 Like Israel, we have forgotten the brutal 
truths of our past and we cling to the security of 
what’s familiar.  But the security of comfortable 
truths is not part of God’s plan for us.  We are 
called to new ways of being, to freedom for rather 
than freedom from, to lives of greater connection 
to and responsibility for one another instead of 
greater separation and neglect.   

Empty Tubs  by Joce lyn Moore  
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WANT TO BE KEPT UP TO DATE? 

If you want to know the latest about what’s going 
on in St. Andrew’s and the Diocese, email stan-
drewspinedale@gmail.com and ask to be added to 
the All St. Andrew’s list.  That way you’ll get the 
information we have as soon as it’s available.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVING OPTIONS DURING COVID-19 
AND BEYOND 

As you are well aware, no longer having church 
services means that our most common means of 
financially supporting St. Andrew’s—passing the 
plate on Sundays—is no longer available.  Please 
remember that most of our operational expenses 
continue even though we are not gathering.  So 
we are offering two other options for making do-
nations.  Mailing a check to St. Andrew’s has al-
ways been an option, and those envelopes go di-
rectly to the treasurer.  The newest option is 
online giving through our website.  If you click on 
the “Online Giving” link on the menu at the top of 
the page, you’ll go to our Tithe.ly page.  There 
you can make a secure donation that will be de-
posited into our bank account.  There are four op-
tions for designating your gift: pledge, if you are 
fulfilling your pledge; general, if you do not cur-
rently pledge to St. Andrew’s; Outreach/COVID-
19 , if you wish to add to the $21,740 given by the 
Foundation; and, Foundation, if you would like to 
support the work of the Foundation for the Epis-
copal Diocese of Wyoming.   

 
Online giving will continue to be offered even 
after the crisis is over.  Through Tithe.ly you can 
set up your gift to be sent automatically, and we 
will also continue to add categories for giving as 
they become needed.  We hope that this will make 
everyone’s lives easier, not only in the immediate 
future, but for years to come.  

 

PRAYER FOR OUR COMMUNITY: 

 O Great Love, thank you for living and 
loving in us and through us.  May all that we do 
flow from our deep connection with you and all 
beings.  Help us become a community that 
vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and the 
weight of glory.  Listen to our hearts’ longings for 
the healing of our world.   Knowing you are 
hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer 
our prayers in all the holy names of God, amen.  
Fr. Richard Rohr 

 

PRAYER FOR OUR BISHOP SEARCH AND 
TRANSITION PROCESS: 
 God of all creation, whose wild wind of 
Pentecost blows across our growing fields and arid 
deserts, we give thanks for all those who answer 
your call to leadership in this and every diocese, 
and especially for those who hear the call to the 
episcopate.  Grant that they may remain steadfast 
in their ministries as our church and our world 
changes.  Pour out your love and grace upon 
candidates everywhere, and especially on David, 
Mary and Paul, that their conversations with you 
is nurturing and energizing so they may endure the 
daily challenges of the election process.  

 We give thanks for loving attention paid 
by each person who has carried the details of 
applications, meetings, messages, calls, questions, 
answers and schedules that help this process to 
remain just and graceful. 

 Bless our congregations with good health 
and courageous presence, that through the 
unpredictable days ahead, your Spirit may cool 
and comfort us, and draw us into faithful 
communities you need us to be, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Upcoming Dates:  

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Caregivers Support Group 
by Zoom at 4 pm. 

August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Sunday services by Zoom 
at 9 am. 

August 10: Vestry meeting by Zoom at 5:15 pm.    

August 15: Diocesan Pre-Convention Meeting by 
Zoom from noon to 3 pm. 
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Diocesan Update—Convention and Bishop Search News 
2020 Regional Pre-Convention Meetings 
 The 2020 Regional Pre-Convention meetings will take place on Saturday, August 15, 2020 from 12:00 
noon – 3:00 p.m. Zoom teleconferencing will link participants with the diocesan staff; where business to be dis-
cussed at the September 19, 2020 Convention will be presented.  Voting delegates, clergy and alternates are en-
couraged to attend the pre-convention meeting.  

Diocese of Wyoming Bishop Search Walkabout8-Days: August 24 – 31, 2020 
 What to Know About the Walkabout: 
 “Walkabout” is a term used to describe the visit of nominees for bishop to the electing diocese. It’s a 
time of discernment, both for the people of the diocese and for the candidates themselves. In our case, the nomi-
nees hit the trail to meet the good folks of Wyoming. 

 The primary goal of the Walkabout is to make it easy for as many Wyoming Episcopalians as possible to 
personally meet the three nominees in a short amount of time. The Transition Committee designated a route that 
takes the nominees around the Diocese and to a variety of events hosted by local churches. The major 
“walkabouts” will generally take place in the evening at larger church parishes. Check the schedule of events to 
view our varying stops along the way. 

Attending a Walkabout 
 Wyoming Episcopalians will meet and have the opportunity to question each nominee. For expediency, 
we ask that all those interested, whether able to attend or not, submit any questions via the Diocesan website 
(wyomingdiocese.org→Bishop Search→Walkabout), or the Transition Committee email: transition@wyomingdiocese.org. 
Be sure to include your parish/town as questions will be asked at the location representing the question’s author. 

 When reviewing the routes and times, please know you are encouraged to attend any of the events at any 
location. However, due to public health constraints, it is possible that some locations have limited space availa-
ble. Therefore, it is important that ALL participants notify any Walkabout location they wish to attend, includ-
ing their home parish. 

If you are unable to attend a Walkabout 
 Some Walkabout visits will be livestreamed for remote viewing. Those locations listed on the schedule 
as lasting longer than an hour are tentative locations for livestreaming. Please consult the Diocesan website for 
updates on which locations will be livestreamed. You may access the livestreaming via the Walkabout link on 
the Diocesan website, or by using this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83460222390?pwd=dlM3ZFdpOGhTTjlQUFI4VkxMT2tiUT09 

Meeting ID: 834 6022 2390 Password: 118042 

Covid-19 Modifies How Diocesan and Electing Convention will occur 
The 2020 Diocesan Convention and the Electing Convention for the 10th Bishop of Wyoming has, of necessity, 
been modified because of Covid-19 health concerns: 

• The venue has changed. All events will be held at the Clarion Inn at Platte River in Casper (the former 
Parkway Plaza). (No events will now be held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, the Ramkota Hotel or the Nico-
laysen Art Museum.) 

• Registration and attendance will be restricted to designated lay and clergy voting delegates only. Because 
of strict physical distancing requirements, no guests or visitors will be allowed entry to any part of the diocesan 
convention or electing convention. Meals will be provided for delegates only. Alternates will not be allowed 
entry unless the voting delegate is unable to attend. 

• The draft schedule of events is being compressed into a very abbreviated agenda.  

• There will be no spouse or guest programming available. 

• We will not be having a celebration of the ministry of Bishop John and Jill at this time. We will pray 
that an event that can include all of us can be scheduled in early 2021.  

Livestream of the Convention Business and Electing Convention will be available via Zoom and Facebook live 
for those unable to attend due to the restrictions. 

Voting Delegates must be present in the room in order to vote for the 10th Bishop. No votes by proxy or re-
mote location will be allowed.  St. Andrew’s delegates are Betty Golden and Sarah Hixson with Julie  
Belton as alternate. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83460222390?pwd=dlM3ZFdpOGhTTjlQUFI4VkxMT2tiUT09
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St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

August Birthdays 
Jocelyn Moore   8/5 

Sukey Hohl  8/6 

Lauren McKeever 8/8 

Norm Pape  8/8 

Lorraine Wise  8/8 

ML Baxley  8/10 

Klaire Hecht  8/10 

Otis Roberts  8/10 

Patty Washburn 8/10 

Jami Anderson  8/18 

Sharon Luntsford 8/18 

Laura Lopeman  8/18 

Bob Zakotnik  8/23 

Isabel Snidecor  8/25 

Kevin Hecht   8/29 

Thomas Johnston 8/31 


