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A Note from the Rector 
October has ended on a difficult note: a journalist’s brutal murder, 
pipe bombs, multiple shootings.  It all seems so overwhelming, so 
hopeless.  Will we never learn to live together?  As we enter the 
last two months of 2018, can we do anything to bring a light to all 
this darkness? 

 

First, we can pray.  We can pray for all those who are suffering, all 
those who are struggling, all those who are oppressed, all those 
who are ill, all those who are dying.  We can pray for our friends 
and our families.  We can pray for our enemies.  Prayer should always be where we start.  God 
tells us to always bring everything with which we struggle and lay it down for the Holy One to 
handle.   At that point we have to remember that prayer is not just us talking to God.  Prayer is 
also us being quiet and listening to what God has to say.  Prayer makes us more open to hear-
ing God’s voice and doing God’s will. 

 

Second, we can rejoice.  There is still good in the world. There is still joy.  A mother gets her 
son back after he was stolen 31 years before.  How incredible, how miraculous that is!  With 
the help of family, friends and neighbors, people are rebuilding their lives after having lost their 
homes to fire, flood, and storm.  A plane runs off a runway, and local fishermen take out their 
boats and begin rescuing passengers before rescue personnel can even get to the airport.  We 
are constantly surrounded by examples of God’s light being nurtured and spread throughout 
the world.  We must open our eyes to the light. 

 

Third, we can act.  There are so many ways we can help make this world a brighter place.  We 
must never fall into the trap of despair, of wringing our hands and proclaiming our own help-
lessness.  There is always something we can do to improve even our smallest corner of things.  
Rake leaves for your neighbor who no longer can.    Volunteer at the Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner.  Hold the post office door for someone with a pile of packages.  Speak that word of 
truth in love at the moment it is most needed.  Even these little acts speak of God’s love for 
and in the world.  Think of mustard seeds; think of snowflakes. Even the smallest things, as 
they accumulate, will reshape what they encounter. 
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What would you like for Christmas (services)? 

Rev. Melinda is considering three Christmas services this year: an early and a late ser-
vice on Christmas Eve, and an evening prayer service at 5 pm on Christmas Day.  The 
question is, what times are the right times for the Christmas Eve services?  Let her 
know!  If you like an early Christmas Eve service, would you prefer 5 pm or 7 pm?  If 
you like a late Christmas Eve service, would you prefer the service started at 10 pm or 
11 pm?  (The late service will be preceded by 30 minutes of choir and congregational 
song.)  Please call or text Melinda at 307-690-4889 or email her at 
revbobo.wy@gmail.com with your preference by November 10. 

  

A PILGRIMAGE TO GREECE:  IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL 

Led by Bishop John Smylie, lay members of the Diocese of Wyoming 
have the chance to walk in the footsteps of St. Paul 

October 16 – October 25, 2019 

The purpose of this lay pilgrimage, according to Bishop Smylie, “is to 
deepen our understanding of Paul’s travels to grow the faith, to under-
stand the Orthodox Church traditions, and to go deeper into our life with 
God and our relationships with one another.”  Please see attached itin-
erary and reservation/deposit form. 

Scholarships will be available for up to 30 lay Episcopal leaders from 
the Diocese of Wyoming.  Out-of-pocket costs per pilgrim should be 
around $1,500 (the cost of a plane ticket).  Although applications will be 
received on a first come first serve basis, we reserve the right to limit 
the number of pilgrims from any one church. 

To reserve your spot, complete the attached Reservation/Deposit Form 
and submit your $300 deposit and a copy of your passport to Jessica at 
the Diocesan Office, 123 S. Durbin, Casper, WY   82601. 

A pilgrimage is a ritual journey with a hallowed purpose. Every step 
along the way has meaning. The pilgrim knows that life giving challenges 
will emerge. A pilgrimage is not a vacation; it is a transformational jour-
ney during which significant change takes place. New insights are given. 
Deeper understanding is attained. New and old places in the heart are 
visited. Blessings are received and healing takes place. On return from 
the pilgrimage, life is seen with different eyes. Nothing will ever be quite 
the same again. -Macrina Wiederkehr, Behold Your Life. 
Here is the link to the registration form: It's on the first page of the Dioce-
san website https://www.diowy.org/ 



 
 

St. Andrews In The Pines Episcopal Church Women 2018 Fall Retreat 

The 2018 fall retreat of the St. Andrews Episcopal Church Women (ECW) was held at Sheryl 
Boroff’s home on October 13, 2018. Thirteen ECW members were in attendance. 

President Sukey Hohl called the ECW Business Meeting to order. The following items were 
discussed: 

Budget/fundraising expenditures 

Donation of ECW funds earned through the Rendezvous Pie Sale and other events.  
Treasurer Boroff reported ECW raised funds in the amount of $4,500.  Members dis-
cussed ECW ongoing commitments and St. Andrews church and community needs. 

ECW members agreed unanimously to donate/spend funds as follows: 
$500 – Thistledown Farm 
$500 – Karimu 
$250 – SAFV 
$100 – Little Roses Orphanage Christmas Fund 
$1000 – St Andrews Building Fund 
$200 – Church expenses (e.g. garbage collection) 
$300 – Coffee Hour supplies 
$500 – Pastors Discretionary Fund 
TOTAL: $3,350 

$720 has already been allocated for our orphan sponsorship. 

2018 Community Thanksgiving Dinner – Pastor Melinda reported that there is a meeting on 
Monday, October 15th, at UCC Church to discuss the dinner.  Anyone interested in helping is 
encouraged to attend. 

2018 ECW Christmas Party – hostess needed 

Rev. Melinda Bobo Installation – Service to be held at St. Andrews at 6:30 p.m., Friday, Oc-
tober 19th; due to building project, potluck dinner after ceremony will be at UCC Church, need 
help with decorating and set up of tables, call Joni Mack to volunteer. 

ECW leadership – several ladies have served for years; if the Lord is leading you to serve 
Him in this way, your help will be greatly appreciated 

2019 “Post Holiday” Retreat – following Christmas hustle and bustle – to be held at Joni 
Mack’s 

Meeting adjourned by President Hohl at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jocelyn Moore (who claims all errors as her own) 



ECW Christmas Party 

Tuesday, December 4 at 6 pm at Coralee Petersen’s house. All women of St. Andrew’s are welcome! 

Please bring: 

 A wrapped ornament for the ornament exchange 

 A donation for the food basket 

 A dish to share—side dish, salad or dessert 

Directions will be available as it becomes closer 

St. Andrew’s is hosting the Community Choir Christmas Concert this year 

It will take place on Sunday, December 9 at 3 pm at the Pinedale Library We will be providing the refresh-
ments. Please let Sukey or Mary Thompson know if you can help. 

ECW Fall Retreat 

Many thanks to Sheryl and Jon Boroff for “emergency hosting” the ECW Retreat when the weather turned a 
little snowy and the Hohl cabin didn’t seem like such a good idea.  Also a big thanks to Jocelyn Moore for 
taking minutes at the business meeting. Thirteen women of St. Andrew’s got together for fellowship, food, 
nature walk, crafts and spiritual instruction from Rev. Melinda and a good time was had by all. 

  ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

                                                2018 Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

Thursday, November 22, 2018 

Pinedale United Church of Christ 

113 South Maybell Avenue 

11:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

St Andrews in the Pines Episcopal Church, United Church of Christ, Church of the Resurrection and Our Lady 
of Peace Catholic Church are once again joining together to host a Community Thanksgiving meal. 

There is no cost for the meal and church membership is not a requirement to attend.  Come by yourself or bring 
your family or a friend!  Watch for sign-up sheets for food and volunteer work.  Come and be blessed! 



Conspire 2018 

Don’t let the name scare you!  Conspire 2018 is an event sponsored by the Center for Action and Contem-
plation, founded by Father Richard Rohr, respected contemplative and theologian.  He and others will help 
us ask the difficult questions. How do we change and grow? How do we become our most whole selves, 
deeply connected with God and others? How do we learn to experience ourselves as interconnected so 
that we can truly love? The mystics of many spiritual traditions teach the path of descent—surrender, gen-
erative self-emptying, dying before you die—as the way of transformation. More than ideas or success, 
uncertainty, failure, relapse, suffering (personal and communal), and woundedness are our primary teach-
ers. 

The pattern of down and up, loss and renewal, enslavement and liberation, exile and return is quite clear in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. Through his own journey, Jesus modeled this counter-intuitive wisdom: “Unless the 
grain of wheat dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. But if it dies, it bears much fruit.” To avoid the death of 
our small, separate self is to avoid transformation into God, into union with one another, into something 
more. We must lose our life to find our life. 

This fall St. Andrew’s will host a weekend retreat (date to be determined) with videos of contemplative 
teachings, practices, reflection, and conversation with Richard Rohr, Barbara Holmes, Brian McLaren, Bar-
bara Brown Taylor, and Mirabai Starr. Conspirare. Let’s breathe together. Inhale and exhale, listen and 
share, let go and receive. Open heart, mind, and body to the surprising wisdom to be found in darkness 
and descent. 

We invite you to reconsider darkness as sacred and find companionship, community, and courage for your 
own unique journey of becoming Love in our world. Whoever you are and wherever you find yourself on 
your path, you are welcome. . . . 

If you are doubting, welcome! 

If you are hurting, welcome! 

If you are angry at injustice, welcome! 

If you are afraid but longing to let go, welcome! 

If you feel far from home, welcome! 

The Beloved will meet you here. 

Planning is Advent-tageous! 

Prepare!  Advent is the season to make ourselves ready for the coming of Christ, both as 
we look back to his birth into the world and as we look forward to his coming again.  We 
are also called to look back and forward in our own lives, from how we have come to be 
who we are, to how we choose face our death into eternal life.  Because we tend to avoid 
planning for our deaths, the Development Committee of the Foundation for the Episcopal 
Diocese of Wyoming has put together a two-part Advent program based on the readings 
for the first two Sundays in Advent which will help us—and those we love—be prepared 
when we step from this life to the next.  The program includes information on what the 
Episcopal Church says about illness, dying, and death; advanced health care directives; 
what funeral homes do, writing an obituary and planning a funeral; and how to prepare 
spiritually for our own deaths and the deaths of those we love.  St. Andrew’s will be doing 
these programs at 9 am on 1 Advent and 2 Advent , December 2 and 9, a joint class be-
tween the services with coffee and treats.  Please come and learn how we can ease the 
burden for those we will leave behind. 



Stewardship 

November is the month when we usually think about stewardship.  Sometimes we need a re-
minder of what stewardship really means.  Stewardship is our true relationship with God and with 
the world.  In Genesis’ stories of creation we learn that we were brought into existence to be stew-
ards of all that God  has made.  In Jesus’ parables he describes us as tenant farmers.  Not own-
ers, but caretakers, given God’s greatest treasures to look after.  Stewardship is a covenant rela-
tionship with God, an acknowledgement that all that we are and all that we have are gifts given us 
solely through God’s grace, mercy and love.  God gives to us with joy.  We are invited to share 
that joy through our own giving.  Whether it is time, talent, or treasure, we reveal that we know and 
appreciate the source of our blessings by giving back to God in the ways scripture teaches us. 

Pledging is our promise to give back to the One who loves us by giving to His Body.  Pledge cards 
this year will include the option to commit time and talent as well as treasure, because those gifts 
are as important to the life and health of the Church as treasure.  If you are not sure you feel ready 
to make a pledge, it’s okay.  Pledging is not intended to be a chore or a burden but an opportunity. 
You’ll know if it’s the right choice for you. 

Whether you pledge or not, you are invited to celebrate our Stewardship Sunday on November 18.  
We will gather in the pledge cards, give thanks for all of the gifts that we have been given and that 
we share with one another and the world, and break bread together at a potluck brunch in the 
Lovatt Room of the Library after the 10 am service.  St. Andrew’s will supply the ham.  Come, give 
glory in the company of the saints, and give thanks that the Lord our God blesses us in all our 
ways! 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Lander 

On Friday, October 26 Trinity Episcopal Church in Lander was involved in a hate crime in-
volving graffiti, which was apparently motivated by gender-related bias issues.  In his pastoral 
letter in response to the attack Bishop Smylie has asked us “to stand with and to pray for 
those targeted in the Lander community.  Please pray also for the congregation of Holy Trin-
ity, and their Rectors the Rev. Walt and the Rev. Janet Seeley.  

“As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe in the inherent dignity of every human being. We be-
lieve that God loves you – no exceptions.  We believe in a loving, liberating, and life-giving 
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We have a legacy of inclusion, aspiring to tell and exem-
plify God’s love for every human being, regardless of sexual identity or orientation. In the 
Episcopal Church and here, in the Diocese of Wyoming, we believe that everyone is a child of 
God and that all have full and equal claim to the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and 
care of the Church. 

“If you are an individual, who, because of your gender identification or sexual identity feel un-
seen, unheard, attacked, or pushed aside by the world we live in, I want to let you know that I 
your Bishop and that we in the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Wyoming stand beside 
you. We see you. We hear you and we support and love you.” 

Thanks to Bishop Smylie for holding up the Gospel in response to hatred. 





TISSUE PAPER THIN 

I started work on a perfect September morning, bright and sunny, mild 
temperature with a hint of fall. A few hours later, I was a crumpled heap on 
the ground, seven broken ribs and a ruptured spleen caused by falling off 
a roof.  An accident; unplanned, unforeseen, unwanted. 

We’ve all experienced accidents in our lives, episodes we regret, circum-
stances with no “re-do” button, incidents tattooed in our memories, inked in 
guilt or shame.  It’s part of life. As a follower of Christ and child of God, how do we cope? Do we ask “Why 
me, Lord?” or blame God for our distress? 

I don’t have any answers but I do have some insights: 

Life is tissue paper thin.  A phone call, a medical diagnosis, a letter, or some event happens and - - in a 
flash - - our lives forever change. 

Don’t take loved ones for granted. Express love to those who love you and whom you love. Do it now. You 
might not get another chance. 

Ask for forgiveness. Those who love us, waiting on surgery results, watching us struggle, suffer anguish 
and heartache too. Acknowledge this and apologize for causing them pain. 

Be grateful for people who use their medical talents and training.  The Grand Teton National Park first re-
sponders and St. John’s Hospital medical staff saved my life.  Be thankful for caregivers. 

Allow other people to be “the hands and feet of Jesus”.  I am one of those prideful people who thinks I can 
do it all myself.  I GIVE help. I don’t receive it.  Ha, that haughty posture flew out the window as I lay flat on 
my back, hooked up to machines.  As Reverend Melinda gently instructed me, “Learning to be a grateful 
receiver will make you a more sensitive giver…” 

Find the mission in the lesson.  Our biggest breakthroughs come from our biggest breakdowns. God does-
n’t view our mistakes as failures; only we make that judgment. God can turn our trials into our testimony 
and our mess into our messages. So let Him. It will make the difference between becoming better or bitter. 

Accept that things change. Old things pass away, timeworn habits and beliefs fall apart. We waste our 
breath talking about what was, who was or what was lost.  Be open to new beginnings. Realize that be-
cause of God’s great love of us, nothing happens “to” us, it happens “for” us. 

Claim God’s promises.  One of my favorites is Romans 8:28 where Paul writes, “for we know ALL THINGS 
work together for good to them that love God….”  What?  An accident?  Broken bones? Yes, He is going to 
work these together for good.  (And if it ain’t good yet, it ain’t over…) 

Express gratitude.   Dear St. Andrews In the Pines Episcopal Church family:  Please accept my grateful ap-
preciation for your prayers, meals, cards, phone calls, visits, hugs, caring, and other ways you expressed 
concern.  I am humbled by the affection you showered on me. Surely you are fulfilling the words of Jesus in 
John 13:34, “A new command I give you: Love one another.” 

Thank you for your love! As your sister-in-Christ, I love you too. 



Sunday Service Times  
St. Andrew’s - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Taize Service 6:00 pm 
Retirement Center Chapel Service 

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Sublette Center 

 

We will be posting reminders about upcoming 
dates and events on our Facebook page.  Make 

sure you like and follow us to stay current! 

November 28th is the deadline for December newsletter submissions.  Please send any news, 
articles, photos, etc to jlund1911@gmail.com 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

3rd Friday of each month at 7AM 

November 4: All Saints’ Sunday 

November 5, 12, 19, 26: 10:45 am – Sublette Center Chapel 

November 7: 3:45-5 pm – Wednesday School for K-5th grade 

November 11: 6 pm – Veterans Day Taize Service 

November 18: Stewardship Sunday – ingathering of pledge 
cards; brunch following the 10 am service 

November 22: 11:45 am to 2 pm – Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner at Pinedale Community UCC 

December 1: Greening of the Church for Advent 


