
A Note from the Rector 

 2020 is here.  And we want to be safe more 
than ever.  With the wild-
fires and floods, the con-
stant threat of war and vio-
lence, the loss of faith in 
the institutions intended to 
serve us rather than rule us, 
and all those other events 
that frighten and anger us, 
we begin to wonder if this 
isn’t the end times, the 
point at which God gets fed 
up with the whole thing and 
chucks it all into Armaged-
don. 

 We begin to look for signs that the prophe-
cies of old are being fulfilled.  We seek to justify 
seeing the world through lenses rooted in the worst 
of our humanness.  And with the attacks at places of 
worship, we wonder, “What can we do to protect 
ourselves?  What can we do to save ourselves?”  

 To those who are putting security teams in 
churches, I ask, do you understand your motives?  
Jesus was very clear that we should be willing to die, 
not kill, for the Gospel.  We are not a people of safe-
ty; we are a people of sacrifice.  Jesus did not consid-
er worship spaces—synagogues for him, churches 
for us—to be places for us to be safe, where we 
would fortify and protect ourselves against all com-
ers. 

 Jesus intended worship spaces to be where 
we fortify ourselves to take risks.  All of the disciples 
except one die for their faith.  The one who does not 
dies in exile, miles from home, friends, family.  All 
of them know what risks they are taking, and they 
rejoice at being given the opportunity to show the 
world just how important Jesus’ Way of Love is.   

 The security team leader who killed the 
shooter in Texas is wrong.  He did not kill embodied 
evil.  He killed a human being, a fellow child of God.  
If we are going to wander off the road of love and 
onto the road of self-preservation, we must do it hon-
estly, knowing that we are at that moment falling 
short of who we are called to be.  Jesus will not be 
shocked, horrified or surprised.  Grieved, yes, any 
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time we choose to stray off the hard, stony road he 
walked to the end.  But he always loves us.  Jesus 
knows when we cannot escape the attachment to 
this life, just as he knew Peter would deny him and 
Judas betray him.  And he does not curse us for our 
failures but loves us through them. 

 Don’t get me wrong.  I have gone armed to 
weddings when the bride and groom worried about 
a violent ex, and I was fully prepared to kill if nec-
essary to save the lives of those attending.  But I 
have no illusion that Jesus would consider that the 
right choice.  I know it’s my own attachment to this 
world and affection for those I consider “mine” that 
dictate that choice for me, not anything Jesus said 
or did, and I might very well do it again.  But I try 
to remind myself that if it were merely a matter of 
killing off the violent, we’d all be dead, because 
there is not a single person ever born who has never 
had a mean or selfish or angry or frightened 
thought.  And that is what triggers violence.  Our 
only hope, this year and in the years to come, is to 
set aside our fear and rage and embrace love whole-
heartedly.  We can learn to lay down our weap-
ons—even if they are only words—and be Jesus.  

Melinda V  



St, Andrew’s in the Pines in January 

January 4, 11, 18, 25  Caregivers of Aging Family and Friends Group at 4 pm at the Brew Pub. 

January 4, 11, 18, 25  Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

January 6, 13, 20, 27(HE) Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the medical wing Activity Room.  

January 8    Funeral service for Claudie Meyer at 2 pm, reception to follow. 

January 13   Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

January 15   Wednesday School at 3:45-5 pm in the Undercroft. 

January 17   Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 

January 25    Acolyte Training at 10 am in the Sanctuary followed by lunch in the Undercroft. 

January 26   Annual Meeting and Potluck Brunch in the Undercroft after the 10 am service. 

January 29    Wednesday School at 3:45-5 pm in the Undercroft.  

 

News Briefs 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 The St. Andrew’s Annual Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, January 26 after the 10 am service. 
There will be a potluck as well with the Vestry 
providing a ham.  Please join us for this important 
event. We hear reports on the last year’s progress 
from various church leaders, approve the budget, vote 
for Vestry members and delegates to General Conven-
tion, and discuss any issues that come up. Everyone is 
welcome and it’s not scary! 

ECW NOTES 
Thank You! 

 A Big Thank You to Joni Mack for hosting 
the ECW Christmas Party. It was truly lovely! 

Wanted 

 Someone to take on the task of arranging for 
home meals, funeral teas, etc.  You don’t have to do it 
yourself, just find the people to do it.  Many thanks to 
Caroline Brazell for doing this important ministry for 
many, many years! Contact Rev. Melinda or Sukey if 
you are interested. 

ECW Craft Party 

 Would you be interested in getting together to 
make reusable beeswax food wrap?  This is a great, 
kind to the earth alternative to plastic wrap—saves 
money too!  If interested please contact Sukey, and 
we’ll see what day and time works for folks. 231-
3030. 

 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER ON BECOMING 
AND MAKING DISCIPLES 

 Mike Harrison, Bishop of the Diocese of St. 
Edmundsbury and Ipswich in the United Kingdom, 
was an inspiring keynote speaker for convention.  
Bishop Mike started his talk by reminding participants 
of the reality of being a disciple – “You and I will be 
the only gospel some people ever read, the only pic-
ture of Jesus some people see, the only person who 
will give some people any clue as to what God is like.  
  We will not be able to sustain integrity, 
meaning, or momentum if we ourselves are not at-
tending to our own discipleship.”  He challenged at-
tendees to come up with a one-sentence story to share 
our faith overtly with others.  Bishop Mike noted that 
Jesus’ stories are marked by celebrations and that cel-
ebrating should be at the heart of our faith. 

 Yahoo! A new year, bright beginnings, fresh 
promises, hopeful start-overs AND that confounding 
tug-of-war between willpower and staying power!    

 The tussle to keep our promise to exercise 
more, increase our veggie/fruit intake, reduce stress, 
read the Bible, etc., versus the daily slog to put our 
pledge into practice.  

 Thankfully, we have a supernatural power 
source; a heavenly jump start, a celestial charge. In 
John 16:7, Jesus promised to send those who believe 
in Him, an Advocate, Comforter, Helper, Friend, 
Spirit of the Truth and said we will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on us (Acts 1:8).  In Sec-
ond Timothy, Chapter 1, verse 7, Paul writes that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit provides power. Wow! But, 
how to access this power? Here’s a few tips: 

PRAY: to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice. Our lives re-
flects the voices we listen to, the influence of those 
who “have our ear”.  Busyness and constant chatter 
can drown out the Spirit’s “still, small voice” (1 
Kings 19:12).  The more we listen for and apply the 
promptings of the Spirit, the more we develop spir-
itual acuity and sensitivity to His voice. 

OPEN: our hearts and minds to His guidance.  The 
Holy Spirit searches the deep things of God and pass-
es this knowledge directly to us, first hand, personal-
ized, targeted to our individual needs (John 2:10-13). 
John 16:13 tells us the Holy Spirit does not speak on 
his own but says what He hears and will tell us what 
is to come. Often, the Spirit brings people/situations  

 

to mind with specific insights that can only come 
from God. We receive a “knowing” that we don’t 
know how we know. 

WORD: God uses the Holy Spirit as a primary way to 
speak to His people, always backed up by His word. 
That’s why we need to memorize Bible verses, listen 
to Christian music, and be proactive to learn more 
about God. The more of God’s word we know, the 
more insight and guidance the Holy Spirit can bring 
to our consciousness and quicken in our hearts.   

ENGAGE: God loves us so much that He sent Jesus, 
who loves us so much, that He sent the Holy Spirit, 
who also loves us.  Think on that: the Trinity, three 
personalities, three entreaties of love. After we de-
cide to follow Christ and say “yes” to God’s gift of 
salvation, we continue to connect and deepen our 
relationship.  Being a Christian is not a one shot 
deal, but a lifelong, ongoing adventure, with plenty 
of divine support when we ask for it. 

RECEIVE: When the Holy Spirit comes into us, the 
process of becoming like Jesus begins. The Holy 
Spirit equips us with specific gifts such as wisdom, 
faith, healing, prophecy, discerning of spirits and 
administration to prepare us for God’s service.  Even 
when we don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit in-
tercedes for us “with groans that words cannot ex-
press” (Rom 8:26).  Read that again.  The Holy Spir-
it prays for us! 

 In 2020, we don’t have to depend on our 
own abilities and power.  We have the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to guide, renew and energize us.   Time 

to P.O.W.E.R. UP! 

Power Up by Jocelyn Moore 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 
 Are you interested in becoming an acolyte?  Are 
you already an acolyte but want a refresher?  Come to 
the training on Saturday, January 25 at 10 am.  We’ll fit 
robes, practice lighting and extinguishing candles, help 
at the altar, and eat lunch afterward.  Call Melinda at 307
-690-4889 if you would like to come! 

 

BOZEMAN TRAIL SIMULATION 
UPDATE FROM TORY SANDERS 

 On January 1, the Episcopal Foundation for the 
Diocese of Wyoming funded programming for a social 
studies edugame created by Victoria (Tory) Sanders in 
collaboration with St. Andrews of the Pines, St. David’s/
Shoshone Mission, and Our Father’s House.  The imme-
diate goal of the Bozeman Trail is to provide an engag-
ing learning tool that meets Wyoming’s new American 
Indian Education for All (AIEFA) standards at the 
4th/5th grade level. 

 The overall goal of this Game Theory applica-
tion is to strengthen relationships by learning how to 
balance needs—past and present.  Specifically, gaming 
is structured by federal science standards (NGSS) and 
aligned to meet CommonCore/ELA/Social Studies, 
AIEFA, and Social & Emotional Learning.  Nearly 300 
students have ‘tested their wits’ on the Bozeman Trail. 

 The Wyoming Department of Education has 
been a phenomenal support since we first met.  WDE 
has continually reached out to me present at social stud-
ies conferences, further advertising our shared goal.  I 
am finally confident that I have a general formula for 
safely and effectively integrating American Indian narra-
tives into traditional US History.  Therefore, I’ve written 
two (2) more edugames for different regions/eras for the 
same board game surface. 

 As the Bible puts Jesus’ ministry into its full 
historical context, the Bozeman Trail aims to do the 
same for US History.  The Bible challenges us to: im-
merse ourselves in other worldviews; empathize with 
multiple perspectives; adjust to & revel in infinite liter-
ary styles—constantly relating our own physical/
spiritual experiences to our ancestors’.  The Bozeman 
Trail humbly seeks to follow this tradition by providing 
a cognitive and emotional journey through time—into 
the heart of the universe. 

 

FOR ANIMAL LOVERS WITHOUT ANIMALS 

 If you love dogs and cats but don’t have one of 
your own, please consider volunteering with Happy End-
ings at the Town Animal Shelter. 


