
Notes from the Rector 

Definition of epiphany (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

1 capitalized : January 6 observed as a church festival in commemoration of the coming of the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ 
to the Gentiles or in the Eastern Church in commemoration of the baptism of Christ 

2: an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine being 

3 a (1): a usually sudden manifestation or perception of the essential nature or meaning of something 

      (2): an intuitive grasp of reality through something (such as an event) usually simple and striking 

      (3): an illuminating discovery, realization, or disclosure 

   b: a revealing scene or moment 

 

 I think we can all agree that Wednesday’s Feast of the Epiphany fulfilled all of these definitions, although perhaps not in ways 

we would have chosen.  But we have to learn to be grateful for the Epiphany we get, not the Epiphany we want, because what we want 

all too often is good for “me,” but not good for “us.”  Like the coming of Jesus into our broken world, God is always giving us what is 

good for us even if it’s difficult to digest, instead of the candy we would prefer.  Wednesday we got to see on live television an armed 

mob invade the Capitol building, destroy property, and threaten the lives of Senators, Representatives, staff and family members.  They 

came from around the country, having said on social media that this was their intention, and brought weapons, explosive devices, and 

gas to take over the People’s House.  We also got to see how law enforcement responds to white supremacists and “militia” members 

who come with the avowed intent to commit acts of violence—watch the video evidence of Capitol police moving barriers, opening 

doors, boosting people through windows, and taking selfies with the people they should be arresting.   Even after the Capitol was 

invaded, when additional law enforcement assistance was finally requested and arrived, there was none of the aggressive physical action 

we saw this summer prepared ahead of peaceful protests.  No full riot gear, no helicopter gunships flying overhead, no firing of “non-

lethal” projectiles.  That is a revealing contrast of privilege under the law that we need to stop denying and correct.   

 

 President-elect Biden said, “This is not who we are.”  But that’s not true.  This is not how we want others to see us, or how we 

want to see ourselves.  But this is who we are.  Those weren’t actors carrying the Confederate flag through the Capitol.  Those were real 

people from this country who have been talking and planning for years to violently overthrow our government and put in power 

someone who will run things the way they want them run.  And they have had people in the government encouraging them who thought 

they could use them and control them for their own power and gain.  We have been warned for the past 250 years that our failure to live 

up to our professed ideals will continue to cost us dearly until we make those ideals a reality for everyone.  And we have not taken that 

warning seriously.  But the worship of power is what failure to respect the dignity of every human being eventually comes to.  That 

failure always starts with the people who aren’t considered worth the fuss—our current American equivalents of the socialists, the trade 

unionists, and the Jews.  The end result is the same.  When they come for us, there is no one left to speak for us.  We are shocked at how 

things got “this bad.”  But we have conveniently forgotten ignoring everyone who told and showed us where we were headed, including 

Jesus.  Failure to live the Gospel of Truth and Love in every aspect of our lives, including our politics and economics, will bring us to 

this place of violence and despotism every time.   

 

 January 6, 2021 was an agonizing blessing.  It was a painfully illuminating moment for our country.  And we can see a new 

future in its light if we are willing to let go of our fantasies about this country, embrace its truths—no matter how painful—and do the 

work to make this country’s promises real.  Because if we don’t, we will simply cycle through this same experience over and over until 

the time comes when, like Nazi Germany, the mob wins, democracy dies, and everyone wonders how they got there.   

 

Melinda+ 

January 2021 



 

 

Prayer for Sound Government (BCP p. 821-22)  

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be 
a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations 
of the earth. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of 
States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority, 
grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in 
States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to 
provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obliga-
tions in the community of nations. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and 
integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice 
served. 

 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to ac-
cept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may 
elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-
being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our gen-
eration and honor your holy Name.  For yours is the kingdom, O 
Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen.  



Reminder: The Church is NOT CLOSED 
 We are the church.  There is love to spread, people to nurture and care for, opportunity to make a dif-
ference in the lives of those we know and those we don’t.  The Gospels don’t recount stories of Jesus and his 
best pals meeting at church each Sunday, but, rather, tell the story of humans, beloved of God, seeking and 
serving those who are in need.  This is the principal work we have ahead of us as Christian people—Monday 
through Saturday follower of Jesus, spreaders of love, gathering in a beautiful church on Sundays when we 
can.     –The Rev. Jimmy Bartz 
 
 

Lay License Extension 
The Commission on Ministry voted to extend the ministry licenses for Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visi-
tor, Worship Leader and Preacher through April 1st, 2021.  Please watch for guidelines for renewing these 
licenses early in 2021, when we find out how Bishop-Elect Paul-Gordon wants to handle ministry licenses.  
If you have any questions, please contact the Very Rev. Lori Modesitt, Commission on Ministry Chair at 
lori@wyomingdiocese.org or 307-322-6064.  Thank you all for your ministries in the church. 
 

Invitation to contribute to the purchase of vestments for the Bishop-Elect Paul-Gordon Chandler 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 As we prepare to enter the season of Advent and the upcoming season of preparation, hope and re-
newal, our thoughts are also moving forward to the new year. One of the joys that we know 2021 will bring 
is the consecration of our Bishop-Elect, the Rev. Canon Paul-Gordon Chandler, which is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 13, 2021 at St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Laramie. At this time we will also be wishing Godspeed to 
Bishop John and Jill as they begin the next exciting phase of their lives. 
 A meaningful part of the Consecration is the presentation of gifts to our new Bishop. Bishop-Elect 
Paul-Gordon will be presented with his own personal vestments as gifts from the various congregations in 
the Diocese. Individuals are also cordially invited to contribute to the purchase of these vestments, as we all 
celebrate the occasion of Paul-Gordon becoming the tenth Bishop of the Diocese of Wyoming. If your con-
gregation or any individuals within your congregation would like to make a contribution to this gift—which 
will be given on behalf of all of us in the Diocese of Wyoming—please send your check payable to the Dio-
cese of Wyoming (include “vestments” in the memo line) and mail to Ms. Jessica Reynolds, Episcopal Dio-
cese of Wyoming, 123 S. Durbin Street, Casper, WY 82601.  
 We thank you for choosing to be a part of this celebration with not only your contributions, but also 
your prayers and your presence in Spirit. We are excited as we prepare to enter the New Year united in our 
service to Christ and His Church. 
 
Wishing you many blessings in this holiday season,  
 
Diocesan Transition Committee 
 

Communion during COVID 

Bishop Smylie has approved a method of having Eucharist safely during the pandemic when services are of-
fered virtually.  During the Zoom service's Eucharistic liturgy, wine-infused wafers will be consecrated.  At 
the end of the service before signing off of Zoom, each attendee will request the number of wafers needed, 
either verbally or in the Chat.  After the service, the requested wafers will be packaged in baggies labeled 
with the recipient's name.  Parishioners may come to the church following the service to pick up the com-
munion packets.  Delivery can also be arranged for those who are unable to drive or are uncomfortable driv-
ing.  Please call 307-749-3265 to schedule. 

 

2021 Episcopal Church Calendars  

are available on the table in the narthex/entryway.  Please stop by the church and pick one up. 



PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

January Birthdays 
Mary Thompson  1/2 

John Anderson  1/4 

Aaron Seehafer  1/4 

Julia Cook  1/5 

Mike Beard  1/6 

Margaret Rife  1/8 

Ruth Noble  1/10 

Horton Spitzer  1/12 

Mary Lankford  1/14 

Van Huffman  1/17 

Eli Belton  1/29 

Clyde Hoggan  1/31 

Upcoming Dates:  

January 3, 10, 17, 24: Sunday services by Zoom at 9 am unless otherwise announced. 

January 11: Vestry meeting by Zoom at 5:30 pm.    


