
A Note from the Rector 

 December is always hectic, with all the holi-

day decorating, eating, visit-

ing, eating, shopping, eating, 

gift wrapping, eating…you 

get the picture. 

 If you tend to come 

to the end of the holidays 

feeling like you’ve been 

dragged through a knothole, 

try to find one thing to 

change that will make the 

holidays—and the rest of the 

coming year—go more smoothly. 

 Don’t make it too big to be manageable (I’m 

going to become a size 6 again), but keep it doable 

(I’m going to change one snack a day to something 

healthy).  You may decide you want to start or end 

your day feeling more centered, more peaceful.  Try 

doing the Daily Devotion for Morning, Noon, Early 

Evening, or Close of Day in the Book of Common 

Prayer.  Each takes about five minutes, but if done 

with intention, can provide a moment of peace that 

reshapes the rest of the day. 

 Even the smallest change, if you keep doing 

it, can make a huge difference in your life and well-

being.  Need support to make a change stick?  Find 

someone who wants to do the same thing and do it 

together.  If you can’t be physically in the same 

place, call each other on speaker or FaceTime and be 

together that way.  Having a buddy can make stick-

ing to a commitment easier.  This is, of course, why 

Jesus told his disciples, “I am with you al-

ways.”  (Matthew 28:20)  With someone to help us 

through the times when we don’t feel like sticking 

with things, we can keep going.   

Merry Christmas! 

Melinda+ 

 

New Night for Taize 
 Taize at St. Andrew’s is moving to Saturday 

at 6 pm, away from Sunday night!  Hopefully this 

new day will enable more people to come enjoy the 

simplicity and 

quiet of the ser-

vice. 

 What is 

Taize wor-

ship? Taize fea-

tures several 

prayers, with 

congregation re-

sponse, music composed especially for the communi-

ty in France, 5 minutes of silent meditation, candle 

lighting for those who wish to bring light into the 

world with a silent prayer, and 2 readings. 

 The prayers and readings I choose come 

mainly from Celtic Christianity, which I have studied 

for years and which has a wonderful resonance in 

current spirituality. The service is not a communion 

service nor is there a sermon. 

 How long is the service? I start the service 

promptly at 6 pm and we are usually done in 35 

minutes. If any wish to come early to meditate to mu-

sic, it starts playing 10 minutes before the first pray-

er. 

 And, if you would like to stay after the ser-

vice, listen to more music and enjoy the beauty of the 

candles, you are welcome to remain. 

 Please call me if you have questions! 307-

690-0669 

Joni Mack 
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Our Services, Please join us! 

St. Andrew’s: Sunday worship 8 and 10 am 

Taize: Saturdays at 6 pm 

Subette Center: Mondays at 10:45 am 

Four of our St. Andrew’s in the 
Pines family on pilgrimage to 
Greece. 

Support our Kids! 

Come to the Christmas Pageant, 

Sunday, December 15 

at the 10 am service 



St, Andrew’s in the Pines in December 
November 30  Greening of the Church for Advent at 4 pm. 

Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22  Wake, Turn, Clean, Welcome study at 9 am in the Undercroft. 

Dec. 2, 9, 16,  Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the medical wing Activity Room 
23(HE), 30 

December 4, 11 Wednesday School Pageant Practice at 3:45-5 pm 

December 11  ECW Christmas Party at 6 pm at Joni Mack’s house 

Dec.7, 14, 21, 28 Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

December 9  Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

December 14  Pageant Practice at 10 am in the Sanctuary. 

December 14, 21, 28 Caregivers of Aging Family and Friends Group at 4 pm at the Brewpub. 

December 15  Christmas Pageant at 10 am service. 

December 20  Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 

December 21   Taizé Service of Solace and Renewal at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

December 24  Christmas Eve services at 5 pm and 10 pm. (Carol singing begins at 9:30 pm.) 

December 25   Christmas Day Evening Prayer and Eucharist service at 5 pm.  

Newsletter Changes 

 You may have noticed that the 

newsletter has changed a bit, due to me 

taking over from John Lund who did an 

awesome job for so long. 

 Please let me know what you 

would like to see in the newsletter, and 

please send me pictures, snippets of info, 

anything you want to share. 

Sukey Hohl, sukeybook@gmail.com 

News Briefs 
FOR ANIMAL LOVERS WITHOUT ANIMALS 

 If you love dogs and cats but don’t have one 
of your own, please consider volunteering with Happy 
Endings at the Town Animal Shelter. 

 

RECYCLING OPPORTUNITY 

 If you order things online but don’t know 
what to do with all that leftover wrapping and pad-
ding, give the clean paper, bubble wrap, peanuts, and 
foam padding to Moosely Mailboxes, so they can re-
use it.  We’ll keep it out of the landfill, and Moosely 
Mailboxes won’t need to charge their customers for 
packing supplies. 

 

FATHER RICHARD ROHR 
ON THE CHURCH, OLD AND NEW 

 Practical, practice-based Christianity has been 
avoided, denied, minimized, ignored, delayed, and 
sidelined for too many centuries, by too many Chris-
tians who were never told Christianity was anything 
more than a belonging or belief system.  And we only 
belonged to our own little club or denomination at 
that!  Some of us were afraid to step foot into a house 
of worship across the street for fear of eternal punish-
ment.  Now we know that there is no Methodist or 
Catholic way of loving.  There is no Orthodox or 
Presbyterian way of living a simple and nonviolent 
life.  There is no Lutheran or Evangelical way of 
showing mercy.  There is no Baptist or Episcopalian 
way of visiting the imprisoned.  If there is, we are in-
variably emphasizing the accidentals, which distract 
us from the very “marrow of the Gospel,” as St. Fran-
cis called it.  We have made this mistake for too long.  
We cannot keep avoiding what Jesus actually empha-
sized and mandated.  In this most urgent time, “it is 
the very love of Christ that now urges us” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:14). 

 Quaker pastor Philip Gulley superbly summa-
rizes how we must rebuild spirituality from the bot-
tom up in his book, If the Church Were Christian.  
Here I take the liberty of using my own words to re-
state his message, which offers a rather excellent de-
scription of what is emerging in Christianity today: 

1. Jesus is a model for living more than an object of 
worship. 

2. Affirming people’s potential is more important 
than reminding them of their brokenness. 

3. The work of reconciliation should be valued over 
making judgments. 

4. Gracious behavior is more important than right 
belief. 

5. Inviting questions is more valuable than supply-
ing answers. 

6. Encouraging the personal search is more important 
than group uniformity. 

7. Meeting actual needs is more important than main-
taining institutions. 

8. Peacemaking is more important than power. 

9. We should care more about love and less about sex. 

10. Life in this world is more important than the afterlife 
(Eternity is God’s work anyway). 

 If this makes sense to you, you are already par-
ticipating in evolving Christianity.  Do read it several 
times.  It only makes more and more sense.   

 Richard Rohr is an American author, spiritual 
writer, and Franciscan friar based in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.  He was ordained to the priesthood in the Ro-
man Catholic Church in 1970. He has been called "one 
of the most popular spirituality authors and speakers in 
the world." 

HOW ARE THE MASTER’S TALENTS DOING? 

 The Parable of the Talents is intended to show 
us that God expects us to take the love we’re given and 
send it out into the world to grow, not sit on it for our-
selves. 

 So that’s what our Stewardship space will re-
veal, the ways we as the Body of Christ are willing to 
take risks with what we’ve been given and receive more 
back than we ever imagined possible.  If you have some-
thing St. Andrew’s is doing that you’d like to have rec-
ognized, email Melinda at revbobo.wy@gmail.com and 
let her know. 

 We had a joint Thanksgiving Day worship service, 
shared by Melinda, Peter James Mwaura, Matt Mur-
dock, and Carol White. 

 We hosted the free Community Thanksgiving Din-
ner in our new space with volunteers from Our Lady 
of Peace Catholic Church, Church of the Resurrec-
tion, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
and Pinedale Community United Church of Christ. 

 Episcopal Church Women continues to support Our 
Little Roses Orphanage and School in Honduras 

 

SERVICE OF SOLACE AND RENEWAL  

 The Holiday season can be hard for those whose 
hearts are hurting.  You are not alone.  The Service of 
Solace and Renewal (also known as “Blue Christmas”) is 
a gentle, contemplative service for those who are carry-
ing pain or loss during this season of celebration.  Every-
one is welcome.  Saturday, December 21 at 6 pm in the 
Sanctuary.   

 

Thank You! 

To everyone who helped make this year’s Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner a resounding success!  Pictures and 

details in next month’s newsletter. 

mailto:revbobo.wy@gmail.com

