
A Note from the Rector 

 I want to thank eve-
ryone for their prayers and 
support during my father’s 
illness and death.  Being 
able to be with my family 
when they needed me has 
been incredibly important.  

 I know it hasn’t 
been easy having me gone 
so much, and I appreciate 
people stepping in and tak-
ing care of things when I 
couldn’t.  As we wrap up arrangements and prepare 
for the funeral I will be traveling again, but I want 
you to know my mother, my sister and I are grateful 
for everything. 

 Lent begins on February 26.  Yes, that other 
four-letter word beginning with “L” is coming.  Too 
often we look at it as if it’s some kind of punishment 
being forced on us, but having a time set aside to 
prepare ourselves for the holiest time of the year is 
actually a gift.  It is extremely unhealthy to pretend 
that we’re fine, nothing is wrong with us, we’re the 
best people we could ever be, and anything we do is 
acceptable.  

 Self-examination is necessary for growth and 
relationship.  Think!  Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
God, the Messiah took time—forty days—to think 
about who he was called to be and what that would 
mean for him.  

 He looked within himself and came to know 
himself and his purpose, so that when he was tempt-
ed by power, by adulation, by comfort, he could re-
fuse to be distracted and drawn off course.  If Jesus 
needed to reflect in order to be who he was called by 
God to be, how much more do we need it! 

 On Ash Wednesday we begin Lent admitting 
what is hard for us to accept: that we are broken, 
flawed, and mortal.  The palms waved by the crowd 
to welcome the King of Kings into Jerusalem be-
come ashes acknowledging the same crowd’s calls 
for his crucifixion. 

 We open ourselves to the truth that we are 
dust, that we only have so much time on earth, and 
we make mistakes.  And we allow ourselves to admit 
that we need God, who loves us when we are not 
lovable, blesses us when we do not deserve blessing, 
and gives us life beyond the death we will all experi-
ence.   

 

 February 2020 

 Truly Lent and Love are intertwined, both 
rooted in integrity and faithfulness in the light of 
Christ.  

Melinda V 

ECW News 

ECW Craft Event 

Sunday, February 23 at 3 pm in the Undercroft 

Make Beeswax Food Wrap—decrease your use of 
single use plastic and have fun being creative too. 

If you have some of these things, bring them, if you 
don’t, don’t worry: 

Natural fabric, not too thick, quilting cotton is ideal, 
pinking shears, cookie sheets, pastry brushes, cheese 
graters and beeswax. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ECW Rummage Sale 

Saturday, March 21st  

Have you been decluttering to start the new year 
right? Do you have bags of cast offs you don’t want 
stashed somewhere? Bring in your excess stuff for a 
St. Andrew’s Rummage sale to benefit ECW.  Please 
don’t drop off anything at the church until March 16. 



News Briefs 
Bishop Michael Curry keynote speaker at 50th an-

nual Martin Luther King breakfast by Egan Mil-
lard, Episcopal News Service 

 Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s keynote address at 

the 50th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Breakfast on 

Jan. 20 was full of Scriptural inter-

pretation, moral lessons and char-

ismatic preaching reminiscent of 

King himself.   

 The central motif of Cur-

ry’s keynote address came from 

Jeremiah 17:8: a sturdy tree that 

endures drought by spreading its roots toward a stream. He 

recalled a tree he saw during a pilgrimage to Ghana with the 

descendants of American slaves and slave owners – a massive 

tree that, he was told, had stood for centuries. A witness to 

years of mass enslavement and colonialism, the tree continued 

to thrive.  “The tree, as large as it was above, was bigger be-

low! It had a complex root system, a root system that spread 

out all over the land, a root system that was wide and inclu-

sive,” Curry recalled enthusiastically. “If you want to navigate 

in moral ambiguity and complexity, when lies are substituted 

for truth, when misbehavior is exalted as just plain behavior, 

when people are treated like animals and put down, when ma-

mas are separated from their children at the border of this 

country – you want to navigate that? You’ve got to be like that 

tree!” 

 Curry talked about the actions of kings in the time of 

Jeremiah.  “Caring for those who have need was not their con-

cern. In fact, they played political games on the level of geo-

politics. They entered into unwise alliances. They canceled 

treaties that had long been in place. I’m just giving you a bib-

lical lesson, now,” Curry said. “They prepared to seal off the 

borders of Judah. Build imaginary walls. They segregated and 

separated people by their class and their caste. They separated 

folks, even in the house of God.” 

 The solution, as it was for Jeremiah and for King, is 

“a revival of relationships and a revolution of values,” Curry 

told the audience.  “In a country that was bereft of moral de-

cency, a country that had lost its way, a country that aban-

doned its true roots … in times like that, you must be like the 

tree.” He ended a line bringing the crowd to its feet for a 

standing ovation.  “When love is behind every law, America 

will be great!” 

Pancakes in February 

 St. Andrew’s will have two pancake events in 
February in the Undercroft.  On Saturday, February 
15 we will once again host the Winter Carnival Pan-
cake Breakfast, serving the people who are attending 
the events in the American Legion Park that morning.  
Breakfast will be served from 7:30 to 9:30 am.  On 
Tuesday, February 25 we will have our Shrove Tues-
day Pancake Supper from 5:30 to 7 pm.  Both events 
are by donation.  If you are available to help with ei-
ther event, please call Randy Belton at 307-231-1450 
or Melinda Bobo at 307-690-4889.  

Instructed Eucharists for Lent 

 For the five Sundays in Lent, we will be hav-
ing instructed Eucharists, worship services that in-
clude information on why we do what we do and 
where our words and actions came from.  Each week 
we will look at a piece of the roots of our worship and 
theology and how it has evolved over time to become 
the liturgy we use today.    

Bible Studies on the Letters of Paul 

 Everyone in the Diocese of Wyoming now 
has access to seven bible study series done by the 
Rev. Drs. John Lewis and Jane Patterson who both 
have PhDs in the study of Paul. These study series 
include: 

Introduction to Paul 
1 & 2 Corinthians 
Philippians 
Galatians & Thessalonians 
Ephesians 
Colossians    
Romans 

 There is no prep time and no reading assign-
ments and these series can be facilitated by anyone.  
 These studies will be offered throughout the 
diocese over Zoom video conferencing—accessed 
with a computer, iPad, tablet, or phone.  Each session 
will last an hour and will be offered at various times. 

 If you are interested in participating in the 
first study—An Introduction to Paul and His Letters 
please send your name and email address, and a time 
preference (morning, afternoon, or evening) to Genie 
Osburn at genie@wyomingdiocese.org. 



 In January, retail stores change their greeting 
card red/green palette to a plethora of pinks and reds, 
a jarring reminder of the soon-to-arrive Valentine’s 
Day. An excess of cards, flowers, candy and roman-
tic suggestions abound. (Gentlefolk: hint, hint). 
We’ve been programmed to believe that true love is 
celebrated on the fourteenth of February. 

 Jesus didn’t have this same opinion. When 
asked to delineate the (one) greatest commandment, 
Jesus responded with two.  Matthew 22:36 relates 
that Jesus said “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind …. and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Not 
just one day out of 365. Not only one month out of 
twelve.  But LOVE as an active, ongoing, unending 
activity.  

 God has no time limit on His love. He loved 
us before we were conceived (Jeremiah 1:5: “Before 
I formed you in the womb, I knew you…), loves us 
through the entirety of our lives and will continue to 
love us when we rejoin Him after our earthly exist-
ence. We can’t run from this love, hide from His love 
or ever be out of the presence of God’s love.  We  

Everyday Love by Jocelyn Moore  

St. Andrew’s in the Pines 
Vestry Meeting December 9, 2019 
Present: Sukey Hohl, Cody Saxton, Kris Holmes, Andrea Paulson, Bob Zakotnik, Joni Mack, Fr. Randy Bel-
ton, and Rector Melinda Bobo. 
Call to Order: 5:30 pm. 
Approval of the Minutes of November 18, 2019: approved. 
Treasurer’s Report and Outreach: Outreach for November was $144.06; the carryover was $665.28, so the 
total is $809.34. Sarah Hixson is providing Angel Tree gifts with outreach funds, and it was moved, seconded 
and passed that the balance should go to providing Sublette County Jail inmates with phone calls at Christmas. 
Vestry African Bible Study: will change from now on to be Daily Devotion for Early Evening, from the 
Book of Common Prayer. 
Business 
Visioning/ Dream: Vestry members continue to envision the future. 
Change in Bookkeeping: to preserve record of actual funds – Melinda and Joni will meet with our accountant 
to discuss changes to reporting. 
Rides to Church: Sarah suggested that people needing rides to church, especially during the winter, could let 
Melinda know and they could be scheduled with people willing to drive them. 
St. Christopher’s Highway: Fr. Randy reporting; this project is moving slowly forward, with grant monies 
available to Evanston, Green River and ourselves for reimbursement when travelers are helped. Lodging, gas 
cards, auto repairs would be covered. The cell phone for people to call is pending. 
Fresh Expressions: The Caregiver Support Group meeting at Wind River Brewing Saturdays at 4 pm is for 
those who have an aging parent or spouse and need a chance to talk with others, share resources and generally 
get away from the house. 
Thanksgiving Dinner: Over 100 people came to dinner.  
Gift of phone calls to people in Sublette Co. jail at Christmas: it was moved, seconded and passed that 
Melinda investigate how many inmates there are and use outreach funds to allow each inmate a 20-minute 
phone call on Christmas. 
Rector’s travel to SC: Melinda will be going to South Carolina to spend a week with her parents. 
Miscellaneous: Melinda will buy Christmas gifts for associate staff. 
Closing Prayer: Lord’s Prayer 
Adjournment: 6:28 pm. 

have our very existence within His love. There’s 
never been a millisecond in our lives when God 
wondered where we were.   

 God created us: (1) to love us and (2) for us 
to love Him. Read that again. The first part of that 
sentence is out of our control but the second part 
requires an intentional choice on our part.  As does 
the admonition to love our neighbor as ourselves.   

 I’m to love the crabby person who says 
mean things to me?  Yep.  The snarled up relative 
who dishes out dissension at family gatherings?  
Yep. For that’s how we really learn to love, when 
God puts the unlovable, the unlovely and those who 
act unloving in our paths.  Truth be told, sometimes 
that’s us as well. 

 Let’s try this in 2020: give a valentine every 
day in the form of a loving gesture or act.  Express 
love to God daily in simple worship, saying “Thank 
You” for His creation of friends, family, and the 
astounding place we call home.  Show love to neigh-
bors in a kind word, a silent prayer, a warm glance.  
No grand gestures needed, just be a conduit for the 
One who loves us and sent his Son to teach us how 
to love. Thank you God for your love. I love you too. 
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St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

St, Andrew’s in the Pines in February 

February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29:  Caregivers of Aging Family and Friends Group at 4 pm at the Brew Pub. 

February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29:  Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

February 3, 10, 17, 24(HE):  Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the medical wing Activity Room.  

February 9:    Annual Meeting and Potluck Brunch in the Undercroft after the 10 am service. 

February 10:    Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

February 12, 26:   Wednesday School at 3:45-5 pm in the Undercroft. 

February 15:    Winter Carnival Pancake Breakfast 7:30 to 9:30 am in the Undercroft. 

February 21:    Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 

February 25:    Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 5:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

February 26:    Ash Wednesday Administration of Ashes and Eucharist services at 7:30 am, 
      noon, and 5:30 pm 

Annual Meeting and Potluck 

Sunday, February 9 

After the 10:00 Service 


