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A Note from the Rector 

Stewardship Season is here!  And I want us to start thinking about it a bit 
differently.  You know I always talk about stewardship being a year-round 
activity.  I’m going to do my part to show that and not just say that.  Be-
ginning in December, just in time for Advent, we’re going to have a stew-
ardship section in the newsletter that will highlight ways we as a congre-
gation are good stewards, good trustees of what God has created.  Jake 
Owensby, Bishop of Western Louisiana, has a great take on this.  In his 
book e says this is the real lesson of the Parable of the Talents, when 
the master gives his three slaves 10 talents, 5 talents, and 1 talent, and 
leaves town.  Owensby reminds us that a talent is a LOT of money.  Esti-
mates of the equivalent in dollars are as high as $1,400,000.  In any event, it is far more than the 
$1000, $500, and $100 or less that we often picture in our heads.   Owensby says the amazing part 
is that the slaves are EXPECTED to take risks with the money, so that the master will have a 
greater return than the initial investment.  The third slave takes no risks but buries the money in the 
ground—the safest response.  But as Owensby observes, the third slave knows that the master is a 
harsh man and expects a return, “reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed.”  For the third slave, what he makes should rightfully be his to keep.  Since the master 
is just going to take it away from him, why should he bother?  But the truth is, the money isn’t his, 
it’s the master’s.  The master expects some risk—even just lending it out for simple interest—
because more will come back.   Burying the money is the same as refusing to do the master’s will.  
And of course, in this parable, the master is God.  We have a hard time really believing we don’t 
own anything in this world.  We love to take pride in what we own, what we have achieved, what we 
have made happen.  But truthfully, it really does all belong to God, and we are just temporary care-
takers.  God is the one who has given us the “talents” to invest, and God expects us to be able to 
send it out into the world fearlessly, so that God can receive the riches that come back and give us 
even more.  And what does God want most?  More love.  Jesus continually says, we are to die to 
self, to status, to stuff, to everything, and just focus on taking the love God gives us, pouring it out 
into the world, and letting God receive it back doubled.  So that’s what our Stewardship space will 
reveal, the ways we as the Body of Christ are willing to take risks with what we’ve been given and 
receive more back than we ever imagined possible. 

 

Melinda+ 

Newsletter News 

Sukey Hohl has graciously agreed to take over the newsletter starting in December.  

Please send submissions to her at sukeybook@gmail.com 



New night for Taize starting December 1st – from worship leader Joni Mack 

Taize at St. Andrew’s is moving to Saturday@ 6 pm, away from Sunday night!  Hopefully this new day will en-

able more people to come enjoy the simplicity and quiet of the service. 

It features several prayers, music composed especially for the community in France, 5 minutes of silent meditation, can-

delighting for those who wish to bring light into the world with a silent prayer, and 2 readings. The prayers and readings I 

choose come mainly from Celtic Christianity, which I have studied for years and which has a wonderful resonance in cur-

rent spirituality. The service is not a communion service nor is there a sermon. 

The term Celtic Christianity comes from the early Christians in Ireland, the British Isles and northern France, descen-

dants of the Celtic tribesmen who ruled before the Romans. Their robust adoption of Christianity gave a different under-

standing to the relationship between God and His Creation than the Imperial Roman church. They believed that God was 

present in every thing and therefore gave equal reverence to Spirit and Matter. They respected the creatures and the 

earth by not assuming that it was theirs to use and/or destroy in any way they chose. They also especially adored St. 

John the Beloved, the one who leaned on Christ at the Last Supper and therefore heard the Heartbeat of God. His 

teachings of the nature of forgiveness and love are present in the many prayers, blessings and readings at our own 

Taize, particularly from the writings of John Philip Newell, a pre-eminent scholar of Celtic Christianity and former Warden 

of the Abbey on Iona Scotland; Fr. Richard Rohr, Franciscan priest from Albuquerque; and  Jan Richardson, ordained 

minister, artist and writer.  The inclusive message is especially appealing to those who have been bruised by religion, 

feeling persecuted by not following precise doctrine. Many of the readings reveal the profound nature of forgiveness and 

non-judgment, and the love God has for each person. 

The Taizé Community in France, which was born from one of history’s darkest chapters, occupies a space somewhere 

between monastery and summer camp. Brother Roger began the community in 1940 after Germany defeated and occu-

pied France. He left his native Switzerland for Taizé, a small, impoverished village just south of the demarcated occupa-

tion line, with the intent of helping victims of the war. 

Word spread quickly that the community was a safe haven, and the community took in refugees of all sorts. There were 

some Christians, but many of the people sheltered in Brother Roger’s walls were Jews, atheists, gypsies and others in 

great danger. Because so many of the refugees were of varying faiths, or none at all, Roger encouraged silent prayer in 

private spaces. After many children arrived at the Taizé Community, Roger enlisted his sister, Genevieve, to aid him and 

the other monks in caring for them.  

This continued until 1942, when Roger and Genevieve were tipped off that their activities had been discovered by the 

Gestapo. They were forced to flee to Switzerland but returned to Taizé two years later and re-founded the monastic 

community that still exists today. 

Today’s Taizé Community is centered around Protestant and Catholic clergy who have taken common vows of celibacy 

and poverty. The brothers’ signature Taizé worship style—known for its short hymns sung over and over in various lan-

guages—is admired for its simplicity and beauty and replicated in Christian worship worldwide. 

The Taizé Community has become a unique pilgrimage site. Since the 1960s, thousands of young people from around 

the world come to visit the community each summer. These include spiritual seekers, but also people just looking for 

quiet retreat. In 1974, in response to student protests occurring around the world, Brother Roger hosted a “Council of 

Youth,” followed by annual “Pilgrimages of Trust on Earth.” Students visiting the community learn about the Taizé ethos 

of peace and social justice while partaking in the same simple lifestyle practiced by the brotherhood. 

One needn’t be a monk to enjoy Taize! Here in Pinedale, all are truly welcome. Come experience 

the peace of Taize in our lovely church. 

http://www.atlasobscura.com/things-to-do/france
http://www.atlasobscura.com/things-to-do/switzerland
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Episcopal Bishop Michael Curry delivers a ser-
mon during the Way of Love UP North Revival 
at the Northern Center on Sunday. Curry, who 
is known for his dynamic preaching style, 
spoke at the royal wedding at Britain’s Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle in 2018. (Journal 

photo by Lisa Bowers) 

 

MARQUETTE — Hundreds of Upper Peninsula residents of all ages and walks of life gathered 
in the Northern Center Ballroom Sunday for “Revival-The Way of Love UP North,” led by the 
Most Rev. Michael Curry, presiding bishop and primate of the Episcopal Church.  Curry, who 
was installed as bishop in 2015, has authored four books and is known for his dynamic preach-
ing style. 

The event, held at Northern Michigan University, was organized by the Episcopal Diocese of 
Northern Michigan in partnership with the Northern Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America. 

It began with a welcome from Bradley Nadeau of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
and featured charismatic preaching, performances by the Queen City Dancers, the American 
Choral Directors Association Student Chapter Singers and a story from Hebrew scripture. 

Throughout the revival, scripture and faith stories from local leaders Lanni Lantto, mission devel-
oper of the UP Wild Church, and Room at the Inn Executive Director Nick Emmendorfer were 
coupled with hundreds of voices raised in familiar songs like “May the Circle be Unbroken” and 
“Let Us Break Bread Together On Our Knees.” 

Bishop Curry, who made headlines in the spring of 2018 when he spoke at the royal wedding of 
Britain’s Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, preached energetically about applying the tenets of 
religious faith into everyday life.  “The opposite of love is selfishness,” Curry said.  “I’m here to 
tell you that every war that has ever been fought has been fought because of somebody’s self-
ishness.  Every bigotry that has ever been wrought has been wrought because of somebody’s 
selfishness.  Doctrines of discovery promulgated by the church gave license to take the land of 
indigenous people.  What’s interesting, when you read those documents, they avoid Jesus like 
the plague, because if bigotry is your game Jesus will not be your name.” 

Curry closed his sermon with a message of inclusion.  “God love you and bless you, and may 
God hold us all, no matter who we are, no matter how we vote,” Curry said, “no matter what 
country we come from, no matter our class or caste, no matter our orientation or our politics, 
may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love.” 



George B . Storer Outstanding Mission Award Winners for 2019 

The George B. Storer Outstanding Mission Award is given each year by the Foundation Board 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming to the parish whose ministry best embodies the mission 
of the  Foundation and the legacy of George B. Storer. 

 

This year the 2
nd

 runner up was Christ Church Glenrock, for 
their Friday Lunch Program for School Kids.  When the Glen-
rock school district changed to a 4 day week, many children 
lost the meal provided by school lunch.  Christ Episcopal 
Church in Glenrock partners with the Boys & Girls Club of 
Glenrock to provide over 10,758 healthy, free meals and 
snacks to low-income children and youth in Converse County 
throughout the school year. 

 

The 1
st
 runner up was Christ Church Cody, for their Park 

County Poverty Reduction Program.  The Park County Pov-
erty Reduction Program helps middle-class people under-
stand more clearly the dynamics of poverty and works with 
people living in poverty through the “Building a Brighter Future 
Today” curriculum that provides meaningful and inspiring suc-
cesses. 

 

And, the winner was Holy Communion Rock Springs, for their Raising Readers Program.   
Raising Readers in Wyoming encourages parents to read to their young children by providing 
beautiful new books as part of the well child health care visits.  Pediatricians and Public Health 
nurses are trusted sources of information and ad-
vice to parents.  Well child and immunization visits 
are the doctor's chance to stress the importance of 
reading aloud and the effect it has on brain develop-
ment for each child.  Studies have shown that par-
ents are 4 times more likely to read to their child 
when they have been instructed by a doctor to do 
so.  There is a correlation between the number of 
books in the home and reading at grade level by 3rd 
grade.  The importance of early literacy and promot-
ing literacy to children under the age of 5 is clear.  
Raising Readers in Wyoming met their 2018 goal of 
having health providers “prescribe” 15,000 books to children throughout Wyoming between the 
ages of 2 months and 5 years. 





ECW News 

 

ECW Meeting October 2019 

ECW met after the 10 am service on October 13, 2019. 

Eleven women were present. 

Our bank balance is at $2857.62 with the fee and Christmas gift for our orphan at Our Little Roses in Hondu-

ras already paid. 

Last year at this time we had closer to $4000.00.  We did not sell jelly or Christmas ornaments this year. 

Other distributions made in 2018: 

SAFV         $250 

Karimu               $500 

Thistle Farms    $500 

Melinda’s Discretionary Fund $500 

Tables for new addition $1000 (one-time ex-

pense) 

We also pay for trash service ($210 per year, 

some supplies (coffee, etc) and other miscellane-

ous expenses. 

If we pay the same for SAFV, Karimu, Thistle 

Farms and the discretionary fund that totals to 

$1740, leaving us $1117 until we generate in-

come again with the next pie sale.  We might 

want to consider doing another fundraiser before 

then. 

Group agreed to do the same donations as last 

year, minus the tables. 

Discussed doing a rummage sale in the Spring. 

Retreat: Betty Golden suggested having a retreat/

XC skiing trip to the Thomas the Apostle Center 

in Cody.  She will look in to available dates and costs. 

ECW Christmas Party will be on Wednesday, December 11th at 6 pm at Joni Mack’s house. Sukey suggested 
that this is a good opportunity to invite friends and women who we haven’t seen around lately. 



Ten Percent          by Jocelyn Moore 

 “I don’t go to church because all they talk about is money!”  

I’ve heard this phrase, or some variation of it, for more than forty years. Yes, I’ve 

sat through sermons on money.  Mostly though, I hear church folk talk about 

ministries that help children, seniors, homeless, the bereaved, those fighting 

addictions, disaster victims, and anyone who has a tough row to hoe.  

It seems to me that God - not the church - talks the most about money.  After all, 

there are over 2,000 verses in the Bible on handling our finances.  Why does God 

care how we use our income?  I think He wants us to: 

1. display generosity.   

Fill in the blank:  “God so loved the world that He (________) His only begotten 

son.”  God gave.  God is a giver. God is also our Creator and shaped us to be like 

Him, givers.  The Creator of the Universe wants us to be love in action.  Our 

generosity honors (Prov. 14:31) and glorifies God (II Corinthians 9:13).  

2. break the spell of materialism.   

Modern culture’s mantra:  MORE.  We are bombarded with exhortations to obtain more possessions, more 

temporal objects, more things to be left behind when we exit the earth. Giving to God turns that equation on its 

head.  God wants us to focus on heavenly treasures, lasting, eternal.  We are to love people and use things    

(I Peter 4:8); not love things and use people (I Timothy 6:10). 

3.  receive His full blessings. 

In Proverbs 22:9, God promises that the generous will themselves be blessed.  In Paul’s second letter to the 

Corinthians (and to us), chapter 9, verse 7; he instructs us to give cheerfully and promises that God will bless 

us abundantly.   

4. see the miracle of resource multiplication. 

When we tithe, God stretches and increases the remaining 90% farther than if we kept the entire 100% for 

ourselves.  Again, in Second Corinthians, Chapter 9, God says when we sow generously; He increases our 

seed and gives us more blessings.  Skeptical?  Try to out give God and see who wins. 

5. draw us closer to Him. 

To paraphrase Matthew in chapter 6, verse 21, wherever we place our treasure (time, money, talents, etc.), our 

heart goes along for the ride.  Giving our treasure(s) to God draws our attention and hearts to Him. 

 

Earlier in my life, the Holy Spirit prompted me to tithe.  I thought “What?? Give 10% of my income?  Are you 

kidding?”  Then I read God’s promise in Malachi 3:11, “TEST me in this and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.”   

I have tested God ever since, with no regrets.  I don’t live an extravagant lifestyle but my life overflows with 

blessings. God has promised He will bless me in my work and everything I put my hand to (Deut. 15:10).  Due 

to free will, we all get to choose to receive God’s full blessings or not.   Thank you Lord!  



For animal lovers without animals 

If you love dogs and cats but don’t have one of your own, 
please consider volunteering with Happy Endings at the 
Town Animal Shelter. 

Stewardship Season is here! 

St. Andrew's Stewardship Sunday is Sunday, November 
24th.  We will have a single service at 9 am, followed by a 
joyful celebratory potluck brunch in the Undercroft.  In the 
coming weeks, we will reflect on how we have been stew-
ards of God’s gifts in the previous year.  As we reflect, we 
each can consider how we want to be part of St. Andrew’s life and work in the year to come.   
Everyone is invited to give thanks for all of the gifts that we have been given and that we share 
with one another and the world, and break bread together at the brunch.  St. Andrew’s will supply 
the meat.  Come, give glory in the company of the saints, and give thanks that the Lord our God 
blesses us in all our ways! 

Recycle opportunity 

If you order things online but don’t know what to do with all that leftover wrapping and padding, 
give the clean paper, bubble wrap, peanuts, and foam padding to Moosely Mailboxes, so they 
can reuse it.  We’ll keep it out of the landfill, and Moosely Mailboxes won’t need to charge their 
customers for packing supplies. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

The annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner is hosted this year by St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, with the help of Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Pinedale Community United Church 
of Christ, and Church of the Resurrection.  Dinner will be served from 11:45 am to 2 pm in our 
Undercroft, preceded by an ecumenical service of thanksgiving at 11 am.  Consider if you would 
be able to volunteer to work or help provide food.  When we get closer to the time we’ll put out 
sign-up sheets for cooks and volunteers. 

Episcopal Relief and Development Silent Auction 

A silent auction was held at Diocesan Convention with proceeds going to Episcopal Relief and 
Development.  Each church or deanery was asked to contribute something for the cause.  St. An-
drew’s is collecting items that are connected to St. Andrew’s, Pinedale, Sublette County, and 
Wyoming.   

 



Sunday Service Times  
St. Andrew’s - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Taize Service 6:00 pm 
Retirement Center Chapel Service 

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Sublette Center 

 

We will be posting reminders about upcoming 

dates and events on our Facebook page.  Make 

sure you like and follow us to stay current! 

Upcoming Dates 

Men’s Breakfast 

3rd Friday of each month at 7AM 

 

 

 

November 3: All Saints’ Sunday services at 8 am and 10 am in the Sanctuary with 
reciting of names of those who have died. 

November 3, 10, 17, 24: Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

November 4, 11, 18, 25(HE): Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the medical 
wing Activity Room 

November 11: Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

November 15: Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 

November 15: Grand Teton Deanery Fresh Expressions Round Table from 5:30 to 
8:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

November 24: Stewardship Sunday combined service at 9 am, followed by potluck 
brunch.  Please turn in pledge cards at the service so they can be 
blessed. 

November 26:  Newsletter submission deadline to Sukey Hohl   

November 28: Interdenominational Thanksgiving service at 11 am in the Sanctuary, 
followed by free Community Thanksgiving Dinner in the Undercroft 
from 11:45 am to 2 pm. 

December 7: Taizé service at 6 pm on Saturday in the Sanctuary. 

 


