
A Note from the Rector 

 I bought an 
unfinished cabinet in 1995.  
The sides and cabinet doors 
were solid aspen, the shelves 
were aspen laminate over 
plywood.  I never could 
decide how I wanted to finish 
it, so I left it plain wood for 
years.  

 When I was moving 
back to Dubois in 2006, I 
didn’t have room for all of 
my furniture, so it ended up 
in my parents’ house in 
Cheyenne.  When they 
moved back to South 
Carolina, it was one of the pieces they took with 
them.  It ended up in the basement, still raw wood.  

 It got some water and mold damage from 
going through a couple of basement floods, but it 
was still in pretty good shape.  When my sister and I 
moved the furniture out of our parents’ house this 
June, I got the cabinet back.  I decided, though, that 
it was time to finally finish it.  I took the shelves 
out, removed the cabinet doors, and sanded 
everything, first with a sander and then by hand.  I 
sprayed it with polyurethane (5 coats!!) and then put 
it back together.  

 It took weeks, waiting for warm dry days, 
letting things dry between coats, sanding out drips, 
picking bugs out of wet poly and respraying….  It 
was very frustrating after a while.  I thought I’d 
never get it right.  But in the end, the work was 
worth it.  The bland pale wood turned a rich gold, 
with ripples and lights in the grain.  The bronze 
cabinet pulls and hinges complemented the finish 
instead of sticking out.  For the first time since I had 
assembled that cabinet in 1995, I felt like it was 
what it was supposed to be, what the people who 
had made the pieces at the factory had intended.  

It was something that I no longer had to apologize 
for—well, someday maybe I’ll get around to 
finishing it and it will look really good—but 
something to be proud of. 

   

 October 2020 

 One of my fellow Pinedale clergy wanted to 
talk about our perspectives on current events, so we 
met over coffee.  We shared a bit of how we had 
each grown up and what we’d experienced in light 
of the current tensions.  He told me he was 
struggling with how to navigate talking about them 
with his congregation, since being in small-town 
Wyoming meant he could safely dodge the issues 
that were so visibly imperative other places.  And 
did it really matter for them anyway?  Then he said 
he came from a German family, and he was haunted 
by a story from an elderly man who had lived in 
Germany during the Nazi holocaust.  This is the 
story he shared with me. 

There was a church near the railroad tracks in a 
city.  Each Sunday morning the congregation would 
hear the train whistle from the distance and then 
the clacking of the wheels moving over the 
track.  One Sunday they noticed their Jewish 
neighbors being loaded on the train to carry them 
to concentration camps. The Jews were crying out 
for help as the church members headed to worship.  
It was  terrible.  The congregation decided the only 
way to keep from being so disturbed by the noise 
was to start singing hymns.  As the train left the 
station and passed the church, they could still hear 
the cries of their neighbors on the train.  One 
person asked the pastor, “What should we do?”  
The pastor replied, “Sing louder.”  

 My colleague said, “I don’t want to be that 
pastor telling his congregation to sing louder so we 
can pretend everything is okay.  When things aren’t 
right, as Christians we’re called to do something 
about it, not drown out the cries.  At the very least, 
even if we can’t see it, if our brothers and sisters are 
telling us there’s a problem we have to take that 
seriously and reexamine the situation.  That’s why 
I’m talking to you and other black people I know, 
and reading more about what the history behind all 
this is.”  He’s doing the work—sometimes difficult 
and painful work—of bringing the Kingdom of God 
to fulfillment as we are called to do. 

 We all need to continue the work that was 
started centuries ago.  The work of this nation, the 
work of our just and loving God, the work of Love.       

 Melinda+ 



 

  My optometrist’s response took me aback.  “No new glasses at this time, you’ve got to get your cata-

racts resolved first.”  I made an appointment, filled the gas tank and headed toward Idaho Falls. 

 After pupil dilation, retina photos, other diagnostics, and a cheery prognosis on the ease of inserting a 

new lens, I admitted reality and scheduled my surgery. I won’t have 20/20 vision, but it will be pretty darn 

close. 

 2020: The year that America’s vision of itself has been revealed as clouded. 

 Our nearsightedness is tinted by acceptance of slavery, a lens inserted 400 years ago when the first 

chained Africans landed in the colony of Virginia. Their arrival resulted in a longstanding viewpoint of see-

ing people with dark melatonin as less than. It is so embedded in our social, economic, religious, and educa-

tional practices that to protest racism brings accusations of opposing America itself.   

 In 2020, the all-seeing “eye-phone” stripped off protective anonymity. On-the-scene video, uploaded 

instantly on world-wide channels, challenges dueling narratives as real-life events, in real time, can be seen 

by everyone. 

 Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians, 13:12, that we don’t see life clearly. It’s like we’re 

squinting through a fog.  As John Newton, the former British slaver trader turned abolitionist wrote in his 

visionary hymn, Amazing Grace, “I was blind but now I see”. America, we need cataract surgery and new 

glasses.  

 In the year 2020, may we view with 20/20 clarity, God’s vision of all of us as His children. For God 

so loved the WORLD - not just Americans or one race or one ethnic background - that He gave His only be-

gotten Son to bring us into a loving relationship with Him. May we, called as beloved children of God, be an 

embodiment of that love to all our brothers and sisters. 

 

 
Rev. Canon Paul-Gordon Chandler Elected 10th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming 

 The Rev. Canon Paul-Gordon Chandler was elected on September 19 to be the 10th bishop of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming.  Chandler succeeds the Rt. Rev. John S. Smylie upon his retirement in 
2021. 
 Rev. Canon Paul-Gordon Chandler is the rector of The Anglican Church in Qatar (The Church of the 
Epiphany & The Anglican Center) in the Persian Gulf, a church that hosts 85 other church congregations of 
varying sizes, in addition to their own.  Serving as an Appointed Mission Partner with The Episcopal 
Church, he is an Episcopal priest, author, peacebuilder and art curator.  He grew up in Senegal, West Africa 
and has lived and worked around the world in leadership roles with The Episcopal Church, faith-based pub-
lishing, the arts, and Christian relief and development agencies.  He is also the Founding President of CAR-
AVAN, an international peacebuilding non-profit closely associated with The Episcopal Church that uses the 
arts to build sustainable peace around the world, and which has held several strategic inter-religious art exhi-
bitions throughout Wyoming. 
 Rev. Chandler was elected on the second ballot out of a field of three nominees. He received 52 votes 
of 89 cast in the lay order and 53 of 70 cast in the clergy order. The electing convention was held at the Cas-
per Events Center in Casper, WY. 
 The bishop-elect addressed the convention attendees via Zoom from Qatar, where he is in a brief 
quarantine due to COVID concerns because of his recent visit to the United States.  “I’ve never had a day 
like this,” he said. “I am profoundly humbled and look forward to serving with all of you.” Chandler thanked 
“everyone who had prayed during the election process.”  And he emphasized, “I will appreciate the privilege 
of working alongside you.” 
 The election requires consent from the majority of diocesan bishops and standing committees. As-
suming that consent is received, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is scheduled to ordain Chandler as the 10th 
bishop of Wyoming on February 13, 2021 at the Natrona County Fairgrounds Industrial Building in Casper, 
Wyoming.  Bishop-elect Chandler will take over leadership officially on February 13, 2021. 
 

Vis ion 2020 by Joce lyn Moore  



 The 54th Annual Diocesan Convention held on September 18-19 in Casper was shortened because of the priority of the 
Electing Convention for the 10th Bishop of Wyoming.  Regular workshops, presentations and meals were limited because of the 
Covid-19 restrictions with only voting delegates allowed in the Casper Events Center, where the half-day regular Convention was 
held.  

Special thanks to Mark Hernandez from Team Networks for assistance with the electronic voting process 
and all that entailed. 

 The regular convention opened with the Rev. Carey-lea Dmytriw serving as Worship Leader for 
the Opening service.  A brief Foundation meeting was held to begin the Business Meeting.   The George B. 
Storer Award for Outstanding Mission was presented to all 46 churches in the diocese in recognition of the 
COVID-19 grant funding efforts, with gifts for each congregation of a paten and chalice made by Shirley 
Stephens, owner of Pony Creek Pottery in Cody.   

 Re-elected to a 3-year term on the Foundation of the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming was Mr. 
Doug Weaver, All Saints’ Wheatland. 

Elections to Boards, Councils and Committees: 
Elected to 3-year term on Diocesan Council: 

Lay Member: Dr. Christie Laughery, St. John’s Jackson 
Clergy Member: The Rev. Walt Seeley, Trinity Lander 

Elected to 3-year term on Standing Committee: 

Lay Member: Mrs. Julie Gross, St. Matthew’s Cathedral, Laramie 
Clergy Member: The Rev. Megan Nickles, St. John’s Powell 

Elected to 3-year term on Disciplinary Board: 

Lay Member:  Mrs. Laurie Reese, St. Mark’s Casper 

Clergy Members: The Rev. Wendy Owens, Christ Church 

The Rev. Lisa Gomez, St. Alban’s Worland 

Bishop John Smylie announced clergy transitions for the preceding year.  These 
included: 
Transfers Out 

• The Rev. Andrew Cruz-Lilligard, Associate Priest at St. Peter’s Sheridan on 
July 1 transferred to the Diocese of Albany. 

Ordained to the Transitional Diaconate 

• July 12, 2020 - The Rev. Paul Crips, the Rev. Annemarie Delgado, the Rev. Michael Evers  

Ordained to the Priesthood 

• July 10th – the Rev. Jennie Ketner, Christ Church Douglas 

• July 11 – the Rev. Kristin Lee, St. Christopher’s Cheyenne 

• July 13 – The Rev. Kenli Lowe, St. Andrew’s Meeteetse 

• July 14 – the Rev. George Harty, St. George’s Lusk 

Clergy Deceased 

• The Rev. Ed Farmer – November 9, 2019 

• The Rev. Stan Cliver – September 9, 2020 

No retired clergy, no renunciations and no transfers into the diocese.  

The 2021 Budget for the Diocese of Wyoming was approved. A Resolution that would create Fresh Expressions in Diocesan Canon 
was tabled until 2021.  

A special resolution of appreciation for Bishop John and Jill Smylie was presented and approved by acclamation.   Following the 
reading of the resolution, an original painting by Argentinian artist Eduardo Malara entitled “Blessed Land” reminding them of the 
wide open spaces of Wyoming was presented by the Rev. Bernadine Craft on behalf of the Diocese. 

Iona Graduates from the past year included Paul Crips, Lisa Gomez, John Sullivan, Nancy Fees, Kenli Lowe, Kristin Lee, George 
Harty. 

Education for Ministry (EFM) graduates included Ruth Anderson (Cody); MaeCalle Brown (Thermopolis); Margaret Carow 
(Cody); Sara Hockley (Cody); and, Kay Strike (Cody) 

Committee Appointments – 

• Commission on Ministry –  Jane Dominick and Christy Lev 

• Ecumenical Officer – Warren Murphy 

• Episcopal Relief & Development – Sydney Johnson 

• Music & Liturgy – Megan Nickles 

Wyoming Interfaith Network – Warren Murphy 

 

The 55th Diocesan Convention will be held in Jackson, Wyoming September 24-26, 2021. 

The George B. Storer Award  
paten  and chalice for 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines 



Zoom Services will Continue 
 Since Sublette County has had 28 new cases of coronavirus in the past three days (September 28-30), 

we need to plan on having only Zoom services for a while.  Community spread has become the norm, mean-

ing that cases can no longer be attributed to people from outside the county coming in with the disease, and 

sometimes cannot be traced back to a previously known case.   Please be careful when going into public 

spaces: wash your hands or use hand sanitizer, wear a mask, and stay 6 feet apart.  If we all work together 

we can reduce the number of people getting infected.  Stay safe! 

Want to be Kept up to Date? 
 If you want to know the latest about what’s going on in St. Andrew’s and the Diocese, email stan-

drewspinedale@gmail.com and ask to be added to the All St. Andrew’s list.  That way you’ll get the infor-

mation we have as soon as it’s available.   

ECW 
 ECW isn’t having its usual fundraisers this year but we still have outreach obligations,e specially to 

our orphan in Honduras.  Please consider a gift to ECW via Tithe.ly. 

 It looks unlikely that there will be a Christmas Party this year.  Is there any interest in doing the orna-

ment exchange anyway?  It would be a fun way to keep in touch. We could figure out a safe way to do it. 

Please let Sukey know if you’re interested. 

Time to Fall Back 

 Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1st, so remember to set your clocks back one 

hour the night before and enjoy that extra hour of sleep. 

Prayer in Times of Conflict (BCP p. 824)  

O God, you have bound us together in a com-

mon life.  Help us, in the midst of our struggles 

for justice and truth, to confront one another 

without hatred or bitterness, and to work to-

gether with mutual forbearance and respect; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

mailto:standrewspinedale@gmail.com
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Taking Care of Our Community, from the  Sublette COVID-19 Response Team 

Let’s face it: we are all weary of this pandemic and just want things to go back to normal. But things are not 
normal – we are involved a global pandemic, and a declared national emergency. It’s important to continue 
efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus, but it's also important to understand that this situation poses 
substantial stress to individuals throughout our communities. 

The fact is that our community is enhanced when we make a point to practice kindness to others.  

Simple things can make a big difference. Things like: 

Being a good neighbor - check in and make sure they are doing okay. 

Supporting local businesses – show your appreciation that they are a part of our community. 

Being generous – whether it’s opening a door for someone, buying someone a cup of coffee, or simply 
being nice to a cashier in a store, it’s all appreciated. 

Considering the caregivers – it may be a family member providing home care, the staff working the desk 
at the medical clinic, or the healthcare worker giving you a flu shot, let them know they are appreciated. 

Helping others – reach out to give someone a hand, or express a kind word. 

Kindness is contagious, too. Pass it on. 

Tithe.ly Help 

If you’re a little confused on how start with Tithe.ly, here’s a quick outline.  Click on the Online Giving tab 
on the menu at the top of the St. Andrew’s website.   If you do not already have a Tithe.ly account, click on 
Create an Account.  The next page will ask for your first name, last name, email address, a password and 
confirmation, and a four-digit pin and confirmation.  You will be asked to enter the pin for your new ac-
count.  Then you will be asked to fill in the method of payment you would like to use, credit/debit card or a 
bank account.  You will then be sent to the giving screen.   On that screen you will click on the space for the 
amount of your donation and type in how much you wish to give.  Then select where you would like your 
gift applied, if you are paying with a card or account, and click if you are willing to pay the processing fees.  
Then hit the Give button, and you’re finished!  If you don’t log out, whenever you go to the St. Andrew’s 
page you’ll just need to put in your pin number to access the donation page.  Thank you for your support of 
St. Andrew’s! 

Episcopal Preaching Foundation Preaching Course 

 An EPF preaching course will be offered on 
Zoom beginning Tuesday, October 13.  Those who 
should sign up: lay folks thinking you might like to 
preach; those interested in learning about preach-
ing; licensed preachers; Iona students; 
and, clergy.  The Episcopal Preaching Foundation has 
developed an extensive preaching course for the Iona 

Collaborative, with some of the country’s best preachers and experts on preaching including Tom Long, Rob 
Wright, Kim Jackson, Gerald Liu, Jana Childers, and Stephen Smith.  This course is made up of over 40 vid-
eos done by these folks, along with 30 lesson plans.  

 The course begins Tuesday, October 13, at 6:30 pm, and then monthly on the second Tuesday of each 
month.    (If a better time for folks is decided upon, I’m flexible.)   This will give folks a chance to do the 
exercises, watch the videos, and any reading involved.   When we gather monthly, it will be to go over the 
session covered that month, discuss it, and present the final assignment for the session.  This is a way for 
folks to take advantage of what the Wyoming Iona School has to offer and is an excellent way to build 
preaching skills and community. 

https://www.diowy.org/digital_faith/events/3184353


PLACE 
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HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

October Birthdays  

Shaina Belton  10/1 

Paul Cook  10/2 

Jack Rellstab  10/5 

David Pape  10/7 

Jenny Arne  10/8 

Keri Hecht  10/8 

Phil Washburn  10/10 

Shannon Gehlhausen 10/11 

Jay Harnack  10/12 

Sheryl Boroff  10/14 

John Blaha  10/15 

Taylin Hutta  10/15 

Jayne Thompson  10/16 

Cathy Terrell  10/17 

Boone Snidecor  10/19 

Thomas Harnack  10/20 

Harriet Port  10/25 

Joan Balue  10/27 

Upcoming Dates:  

October 4, 11, 18, 25: Sunday services by Zoom at 9 am Please call Melinda at 307-690-4889 for the link. 

October 12: Vestry meeting by Zoom at 5:15 pm. 

October 11: Blessing of the Animals/St. Francis of Assisi service by Zoom at 2 pm.   

November 1: Remember to turn your clocks back! All Saints’ Day with remembrance of those who have died. 

ST. ANDREW’S HISTORICAL INFORMATION NEEDED 
FOR SUBLETTE COUNTY CENTENNIAL  

 The Sublette County Centennial Celebra-
tion will be 2021-2022.  The Sublette County 
Centennial Committee is encouraging organiza-
tions to make/do a history project in honor of the 
upcoming County Centennial.  A member of the 
committee doing initial research noticed that 
there is no record for St. Andrew’s on file with 
the State Historic Preservation Office, which is 
the central place for community historical infor-
mation to be made available to the public. 

 If anyone would like to coordinate a pro-
ject to include in the Centennial Celebration and 
to preserve the history of St. Andrew’s in the 
Pines at SHPO, please email Melinda at revbo-
bo.wy@gmail.com or call or text her at 307-690-
4889.  St. Andrew’s has been an important part 
of county history and should be remembered 
during the celebration. 
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