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A Note from the Rector 

Happy New Year!  (Again, since Advent is the beginning of the 
Church Year.)  Last year was not the easiest.  Sometimes it felt like 
Jesus’ announcement to his disciples that he came to divide even 
family members from one another was speaking directly to us.  
Sometimes we even despaired of people ever again being able to 
speak together, work together,  play together, live together without 
ending up in opposing camps on either side of a battleground.  

But I found something to bring me hope, and I recommend it to you.  
It is one of the latest books by our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, 
The Power of Love.  In it you will find his “Royal Wedding Sermon,” 
to be followed by three of his sermons from this past General Convention in Austin, and con-
cluding with his first sermon as Presiding Bishop.  Each is given a brief introduction to explain 
the context, but then moves right into Bishop Curry’s words.  And if you have never heard 
Bishop Curry, stop now, go on YouTube, and listen to him preach.  Because when you read 
his words, you need to hear his voice. 

Bishop Curry is a living example of how unity can follow great division.  He is the first black 
Presiding Bishop, and the first Presiding Bishop ever to be elected in one ballot for each 
House.  (It is common for the voting in both the House of Bishops and the House of Deputies 
to go to three or four ballots before a Presiding Bishop is successfully elected.)  The years be-
fore his election were some of the most conflicted in the recent history of the Episcopal 
Church.  Yet people from all different backgrounds and points of view were able to come to-
gether to choose the leader of the Church for the next nine years, and find that choice so clear 
as to be unmistakable.  I think this is because Michael Curry exudes the light of Christ like a 
beacon.  He speaks from the heart, and he speaks from the Gospel.  It is his willingness to 
walk in the footsteps of Jesus and his longing to have all of us walk in those footsteps as well 
that shines through in his words and in his works.  

In his own words: “The Spirit has done evangelism and reconciliation work through us before.  
And the Spirit of God can do it again, in new ways, now beyond the doors of our church build-
ings, out in the world, in the sanctuary of the streets, in our twenty-first-century Galilee where 
the Risen Christ has already gone ahead of us.  Yes, the way of God’s love turns our world up-
side down.  But that’s really right side up.  And in that way, the nightmare of this world will be 
transfigured into the very dream of God for humanity and all creation.  My brothers and sisters, 
God has not given up on God’s world.  And God is not finished with the Episcopal Church yet.  
So don’t worry.  Be happy!” 

Do not be afraid.  Be happy.  And Happy New Year!   

 

Melinda+ 

 

Curry, Michael. The Power of Love (p. 89). Penguin Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
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  St. Andrew’s Vestry 

A Note from your Sr. Warden 
  

The end of December has passed and it seems like 
2018 went by in a hurry. A lot has happened at St. An-
drew's this year! We are always ready for a new year, 
however, and for all of us to see a new way forward. 
  
The best news of the year was the calling of the Rev. 
Melinda Bobo to be our new rector. Her arrival heralds 
another chapter in the life of our church, after more 
than a year without a priest. That time was spent in 
preparing all of us for what has come to pass - Melinda 
has joined us with great energy and dedication. We are glad to have her! 
  
The end of this year also has brought the completion of the building project, 
which a year ago was an uncertain event in its timing and execution. Dan 
Liske and his team of professional builders has made it a reality, one which 
we will work our way into. We have a new bathroom, new tables, a new 
kitchen, a new coffee maker, new dishes! New opportunity for community 
outreach with our new meeting spaces brings also a challenge - new policies 
for those who use our space as the configuration of everything has changed. 
The old meeting space is now a beautiful dining room; the new meeting 
spaces have really yet to be explored. Vestry will be discussing how to 
properly manage the hikers and needy who will be using a meeting room for 
sleeping; if you have suggestions or concerns please let us know. 
  
The parish will be getting an email soon about a cleaning day, as the polish-
ing of the concrete floors left a bit of dust in cabinets and in the pantry. We 
also will be bringing back the useful items from storage (a big Thank You to 
Jo Crandall for the use of storage units) and ensuring we have enough to do 
what we want in our kitchen space. There is a good opportunity to show all 
this off with the Winter Carnival - the Chamber has asked us if we'd like to 
host the breakfast usually done by our Catholic brothers and sisters as they 
are now the ones with a big remodel  going on. What fun! 
  
St. Andrew's continues to be a place of radical hospitality, a place that wel-
comes all for any gifts they possess. The old Celtic blessing expresses it: 
  

We saw a stranger yesterday. 
We put food in the eating place, 
Drink in the drinking place, 
Music in the listening place. 
And in the sacred name of the triune God 
He blessed us and our house 
Our cattle and our dear ones. 
As the lark says in her song, 
'Often, often, often, goes the Christ 
in the stranger's guise.' 

  
May we all be blessed by welcoming each other when we worship at St. An-
drew's, and also when we welcome the stranger. They are not strangers 
very long, when they are welcomed as we would the Christ. 

Vestry News 





Inviting all Preachers! 
(clergy, licensed preachers, Iona students, and those interested in preaching) 
 
Episcopal Preaching Foundation 
Enhancing the Way We Preach the Word 
Workshop on “Preaching Across the (Political) Divide” 
Friday, February 8th at 3 pm to Sunday, February 10th at noon 
Diocesan Center, 123 S. Durbin ST, Casper WY 
 
Presenters will be: 
 
 The Rev. Dr. Wesley Allen 
       Lois Craddock Perkins Professor of Homiletics, SMU Perkins School of Theology,            
       Dallas, TX 
 The Rev. Will Mebane 
  Rector, St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church, Falmouth, MA 
 Christine Parton-Burkett 
  Lecturing Fellow in Speech at Duke Divinity School 
 The Rev. Canon Charles Cesaretti 
  Board President, Episcopal Preaching Foundation 
 The Very Rev. Dr. Sylvia Sweeney 
  Dean and President of the Bloy House at Episcopal Theological School at   
      Claremont, Diocese of Los Angeles 
 
Go to our website at www.wyomingdiocese.org to register and receive more infor-
mation on the workshop and bios on the presenters.  Or, contact the Very Rev. Lori 
Modesitt by email at lori@wyomingdiocese.org. 
 
This workshop qualifies for continuing education for lay preachers and clergy. 

YES Camp! Young Evangelists Skiing 

 

OPEN TO YOUTH AGES 12-17 

Sponsored by St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

January 18-21, 2019 

Hogadon Mountain Resort 

Casper, WY  

2 full days of skiing or snowboarding. 

Cost per youth is $150.00.  This will include the ski pass, lessons, lodging and more! 

REGISTER TODAY 

For more information contact Genie Osburn by email at genie@wyomindiocese.org 



Conspire 2018 

Conspire 2018 is an event sponsored by the Center for Action and Contemplation, founded by 
Father Richard Rohr, respected contemplative and theologian.  He and others will help us ask 
the difficult questions. How do we change and grow? How do we become our most whole selves, 
deeply connected with God and others? How do we learn to experience ourselves as intercon-
nected so that we can truly love? The mystics of many spiritual traditions teach the path of de-
scent—surrender, generative self-emptying, dying before you die—as the way of transformation. 
More than ideas or success, uncertainty, failure, relapse, suffering (personal and communal), 
and woundedness are our primary teachers. 

This winter St. Andrew’s will host a weekend retreat (date to be determined) with videos of con-
templative teachings, practices, reflection, and conversation with Richard Rohr, Barbara Holmes, 
Brian McLaren, Barbara Brown Taylor, and Mirabai Starr. Conspirare. Let’s breathe together. In-
hale and exhale, listen and share, let go and receive. Open heart, mind, and body to the surpris-
ing wisdom to be found in darkness and descent. 

We invite you to reconsider darkness as sacred and find companionship, community, and cour-
age for your own unique journey of becoming Love in our world. Whoever you are and wherever 
you find yourself on your path, you are welcome. . . . 

Women’s Christmas Retreat 

Women's Christmas Retreat, Saturday, January 5 10 am to 4 pm at Joni Mack's house.  Please 
bring a dish to share if you can. 

There is a custom, rooted in Ireland, of celebrating Epiphany (January 6, which brings the Christ-
mas season to a close) as Women’s Christmas.   Called Nollaig na mBan in Irish, Women’s 
Christmas originated as a day when the women, who often carried the domestic responsibilities 
all year, took Epiphany as an occasion to celebrate together at the end of the holidays, leaving 
hearth and home to the men for a few hours.  Celebrated particularly in County Cork and County 
Kerry, the tradition is enjoying a revival.   Whether your domestic commitments are many or few, 
Women’s Christmas offers a timely opportunity to pause and step back from whatever has kept 
you busy and hurried in the past weeks or months.   As the Christmas season ends, this is an 
occasion both to celebrate with friends and also to spend time in reflection before diving into the 
responsibilities of this new year. 

Many thanks to all who brought a plate of goodies to the Community Choir Concert.  An unbelievable 350 

people came to this joyous event!  Also special thanks to our serving team: Patty Washburn, Stephanie Lund, 

Joan Balue, Julia Cook and Marilyn Huffman. It was an overwhelming crowd but we managed!  --Sukey Hohl 



A Splintered Life--Jocelyn Moore 

Living in the Rockies, like the industrious Ant mentioned in Proverbs 

6:6, we start cold weather preparations early! One pre-winter task is 

gathering, cutting, splitting and storing firewood.  There is great sat-

isfaction in a full woodpile, bulging with seasoned logs ready for 

freezing days and nights. 

There is a downside: splinters. Yes, those tiny irritating slivers of 

woody fibers that penetrate skin.  Home removal remedies include 

tape, tweezers, glue, baking soda, hydrogen peroxide and onion or 

potato salves. Splinters, if left untreated, can cause infection and 

damage to the body. 

Paul shared that he had a splinter, an ongoing source of irritation, a continual reminder of his limitations.  

Actually, in Second Corinthians, Chapter 12, verse 7, the irritant is described as a “thorn”.  Like Paul, we 

all have thorns and splinters.  It may be a quick temper, depression, addiction, a health problem, a difficult 

co-worker or family member. A secret.  Some weak spot we hide to avoid embarrassment. Something 

which left untreated, can cause a spiritual infection and damage our soul. 

I think Paul’s open approach is healthier.  His disclosure of his thorn/splinter becomes a message of hope 

to believers.  Paul realizes there is a purpose in every thorn.  In Romans 8:28, he reminds us that “we 

know that ALL things work together for good for those who love God…”   All things, including our thorns 

and splinters.   

Paul notes that the enemy tries to use his thorn to defeat him, to break him down.  And in a way, it works. 

It forces Paul down - - to his knees in prayer, where God reveals that He uses thorns and splinters for His 

good purpose.  Paul is to depend, not on his heritage/training/etc., but on God. 

Paul also refuses to accept human condemnation for his thorn. Instead, he celebrates that God uses chal-

lenges, thorns, splinters to draw Paul, and us, closer to Him.  The longer we refuse to fess up to our thorn 

or splinter, the longer we miss having God’s strength to help us. 

Thorns, troubles, splinters, sorrows can open our eyes to:  (1) our need for God and (2) how He uses eve-

rything for our good.  When we reach the end of our rope and admit we have thorns, splinters, and weak-

nesses, we take a good first step to receive and experience God’s power and help. 

In 2019, let’s recognize that thorns and splinters shape us in the image of Christ, show us our need for 

God’s hand, open us to receiving His help and teach us we can depend on the Father.  For as Paul 

states, “For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions and 

calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  Thank you Lord! 



Best Practices in Youth Ministry Through the Lens of the J2A 
Program 

 

Inviting All Adults in, Thinking About Being in, or Interested in 
Youth Ministry Throughout the Diocese. 

FEBRUARY 16, 2019 9:00am-
5:00pm 
Diocesan Office 

123 South Center, Casper 

Join us as we search for ways we can engage "groups" of 2-5 youth and young adults scattered across the 
Diocese, through sacred circles of trust, regional service and fellowship, and diocesan-wide gatherings. 

Our facilitator will be Heidi J. A. Carter, co-author of the recent Young Adult Module for Church Publishing’s 
These Are Our Bodies series. Informal gathering with Heidi for fellowship, brainstorming, sharing of 
information, questions, etc. on Friday evening, February 15

th
, from 5 to 8 pm. 

REGISTER TODAY 
For more information contact Lori Modesitt by email at Lori@wyomindiocese.org 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Communication Workshop 

Presented by the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming 

A workshop for any church members who want to learn how to engage their community, exchange infor-
mation, and connect with other churches, the diocese, and the world.  We will be joined by Amy Hughes, 
President of Parker Xavier Media, in Douglas.  Amy is under contract with the Diocese for Fresh Expression 
design and marketing efforts. 

March 16, 2019 

8:30 am to 3 pm 

123 S. Durbin ST, 

Casper, WY 

Register online at www.wyomingdiocese.org or contact Genie at 307-265-5200 or ge-
nie@wyomingdiocese.org. 

This workshop is FREE and space is limited!  Hotel accommodations for Friday night and lunch on Saturday 
are included. 

Topics include Facebook, Zoom, Digital Faith, Asset Mapping, Marketing, Press Releases, Tips and Tricks, 
and Resources. 

https://www.diowy.org/Calendar%20News%20and%20Events/best-practices.html
http://www.wyomingdiocese.org
mailto:genie@wyomingdiocese.org
mailto:genie@wyomingdiocese.org




Sunday Service Times  
St. Andrew’s - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Taize Service 6:00 pm 
Retirement Center Chapel Service 

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Sublette Center 

 

We will be posting reminders about upcoming 

dates and events on our Facebook page.  Make 

sure you like and follow us to stay current! 

January 28th (earlier is fine!!!) is the deadline for February newsletter submissions.  Please 
send any news, articles, photos, etc to jlund1911@gmail.com 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

3rd Friday of each month at 7AM 

January 5: Women’s Christmas Retreat from 10 am to 4 pm at 
Joni Mack’s house, Clubhouse Lane 

January 7, 14, 21, 28: 10:45 am – Sublette Center Chapel  

January 7: Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm 

January 18: Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Parish Hall 

January 28:  Newsletter submissions due to John 


