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Sr. Warden’s Report

Joel  Dingman  a,ended  the  September  Vestry  mee7ng  and  discussed  the  church  profile  
with  us.    Joel  met  with  the  search  commi,ee  the  night  before.    Vestry  will  determine  
the  salary  for  the  next  priest.    We  are  required  to  provide  housing  and  salary  together  
at  a  minimum  of  $59,000.    We  are  also  required  to  provide  health  and  dental  insurance.    
The  church  also  pays  re7rement  at  18%  based  on  the  housing  and  salary.    

Joel  also  discussed  with  us  the  need  to  budget  for  bringing  priests  to  Pinedale  to  visit  
when  the  search  has  been  narrowed  down.

Joel  will  be  in  Pinedale  October  29  and  will  have  a  congrega7on  town  hall  mee7ng  to  
discuss  the  search  with  the  congrega7on.    Joel  will  start  videoing  people  in  the  
congrega7on  to  tell  the  story  of  our  church  to  applicants.  This  mee7ng  will  take  place  
aOer  the  second  service  October  29.

Diocesan  conven7on  is  in  October,  the  weekend  of  the  7-‐8.    Julie  Belton  and  Be,y  
Golden  will  represent  us  at  conven7on.    Coralee  has  offered  to  take  crab  apple  jelly  and  
sell  it  at  conven7on.

Youth  group  needs  a  couple  more  leaders.    Speak  
to  Julie  Belton  if  you  are  interested  in  helping  
out.

The  capital  campaign  commi,ee  and  building  
commi,ee  met  with  Press  Stephens  on  
September  19.    Changes  were  made  to  the  le,er  
and  brochure  that  will  be  coming  out.    

The  next  vestry  mee7ng  will  be  on  October  16.    
As  always,  please  call,  email  or  talk  to  any  vestry  
member  if  you  have  ques7ons/comments/
sugges7ons.

Thank  you,

Stephanie  Lund

307-‐258-‐  0869



In The News
By: By Lance Nixon - Sublette Examinier

PINEDALE – It’s the kind of distinction Wyoming claims 
too easily in recent years: first in the nation in its per capita 
rate of suicide.

And Ranae Pape, a Pinedale-based community prevention 
specialist for the Prevention Management Organization of 
Wyoming, said the issue hits close to home: Sublette 
County had eight suicides over a 13-month period around 
2015, as well as three more suicides by community 
members who took their lives outside of Sublette County 
during that same time frame.

Fortunately, there have been no suicides since November 
2016, but the turmoil before that prompted area residents to form a Sublette County Postvention Crisis Team to deal with the 
aftermath when suicide strikes. In September, which is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month, Pape said it’s important 
to understand why Wyoming’s rate is so high.

The factors include isolation; substance abuse and limited resources for recovery; access to lethal means; limited resources for 
mental health services; and a “cowboy up” mentality that doesn’t look kindly on letting others help shoulder problems.

“We have this tough reputation that we think we have to uphold in the Cowboy State,” Pape said, but said counselors and 
others are trying to change that.

“We’re trying to let people open up and not have to think, ‘I’m tough, I can fight my way through this, I can drink my way through 
this.’”

There are even aspects of Wyoming’s western heritage that play a role in the crisis.

“Although firearms are the third-most common method for attempting suicide, they are responsible for the largest share of 
suicide deaths because they are so lethal,” Pape told the Sublette Examiner. “Nationally, nearly two-thirds of all deaths by 
firearm are due to suicide, and Wyoming has had the highest rate of suicide by firearm of any state over the last 15 years. 
Studies have linked higher rates of gun ownership with increased risk of suicide death, but in Wyoming, which also has one of 
the highest rates of gun ownership in the country, this is an unpopular topic. The mission of suicide prevention in Sublette 
County is never about gun restriction, but gun safety and awareness for someone who may be showing the signs of a suicide 
crisis.”

In 2016, the Sublette County Sheriff’s Office, working with suicide prevention partners, distributed free gun locks throughout the 
county.

Those who are most vulnerable are middle-aged men. About 44 of every 100,000 of them take their own lives, or three times 
the national average for the population as a whole. In Wyoming, Pape said, about 80 percent of those who complete suicide are 
men, and about one-fourth of them are men between the ages of 45 and 64.

Suicide is not just a state or regional issue, however. Pinedale business owner Randy Belton, who grew up in New Jersey, saw 
it there, too. It’s nationwide, he said, and it’s in every age group.

“I did have three classmates who committed suicide when I was in high school,” Belton said. “And my kids have had classmates 
who committed suicide. It is every generation.”

Pape has trained more than 1,000 people in suicide prevention over the past five years.

Lately, the suicide awareness and prevention work has had a big boost from the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming, which has set 
aside $100,000 to be distributed among its 46 congregations for use this year, 2017, in working to prevent what Episcopal 
Bishop John S. Smylie has called “a plague upon our state.” In a July 21, 2017, letter chiding Wyoming lawmakers for cutting 
funding to address the suicide issue, Smylie wrote, “We are number one in the nation in our per capital rate of suicide. In my 
mind this is the most significant moral issue for the State of Wyoming.”

Belton -- who is active in Pinedale's St. Andrew's in the Pines Episcopal Church -- said one positive thing about the situation in 
Wyoming is that house of faith are starting to get more involved in addressing the problem.



Notes  from  Father  Randy

We  are  on  the  path  to  a  rebirth  of  our  Church  and  our  Church  Leadership.    Capital  campaign  is  underway,  we’re  going  to  start  a  

remodel,  and  we  have  a  search  commi,ee  building  a  profile  of  who  we  are.  The  commi,ee  hopes  are  to  provide  an  image  of  

who  we  are  as  a  church  community,  the  direc7on  of  our  ministries,  and  develop  an  idea  of  who  we  might  like  to  see  lead  us  

once  the  applicants  start  to  roll  in.    There  is  one  ques7on  that  we  do  need  to  ask  ourselves  though  –  Why  do  we  come  to  

Church?    We  come  to  church  to  recharge,  to  be  rejuvenated  in  Christ  and  with  Christ.  It’s  okay  for  us  to  develop  a  close  

rela7onship  with  our  Rectors.  We  are  human  and  as  humans  we  love  the  individuals  that  help  bring  us  closer  to  each  other  and  

most  importantly  our  Lord  and  Savior.  They  help  us  see  or  giOs  and  flaws,  and  guide  our  vision  to  the  right  direc7on  to  see  

God’s  mission  for  us.  Worry  is  a  bully  and  leads  us  in  the  wrong  direc7on,  trust  in  your  vestry,  your  search  commi,ee,  and  the  

Lord.  We  need  to  provide  them  with  your  hopes  and  wishes  to  help  them  iden7fy  the  best  personality  for  us  and  us  the  best  

match  for  them.  “Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart,  and  do  not  rely  on  your  own  insight.  In  all  your  ways  acknowledge  him,  

and  he  will  make  straight  your  paths.”,  Proverbs  3:  5  &  6.

The  money  that  the  Diocese  had  given  St.  Andrews  for  suicide  preven7on  has  been  used  to  set  up  a  training  called  ASSIST  

Workshop  (Applied  Suicide  Interven7on  Skills  Training).  This  training  is  scheduled  for  November  7th  &  8th  and  we  have  15  seats  

available.  Connect,  Understand,  Assist,  designed  to  provide  life-‐assis7ng  flexible  guidance  to  persons  at  risk,  iden7fy  what  

needs  to  be  in  plan  for  safety,  demonstrate  skills  required  to  provide  suicide  first-‐aid,  iden7fy  ways  to  improve  community  

resources,  recognize  that  suicide  preven7on  is  broader  than  suicide  inven7on  which  includes  life  promo7on  and  self-‐care  for  

both  persons  at  risk  and  for  caregivers.  Registra7on  cost  is  $350.00  per  person  but  is  free  of  charge  for  anyone  willing  but  we  

need  a  minimum  number  of  20  to  make  it  happen,  we  have  10.  If  you  think  you  are  interested,  please  contact  me  and  I  will  get  

you  enrolled.

I  am  excited  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  s7ll  pursuing  my  Chaplaincy  cer7fica7on  and  I  have  been  interviewed  and  invited  by  the  

Wyoming  Highway  Patrol  to  be  a  Law  Enforcement  Chaplain  which  the  

Bishop  has  endorsed.  My  request  and  the  diligence  of  the  Diocese  has  

caused  the  crea7on  of  a  1-‐year  training  Chaplaincy  Program  presented  by  

the  Seminary  of  The  Southwest  (like  Iona)  which  I  will  be  enrolling  in.    This  

program  will  only  enrich  my  ministries  to  St.  Andrews,  Suble,e  County  and  

maybe  na7onally  when  the  need  arises.  

I  am  so  proud  to  be  a  part  of  a  community  (family)  that  is  so  involved  in  the  

ministries  that  it  supports,  let’s  not  let  it  slow  down  because  we  may  think  

that  we  have  no  leadership  because  we  do.  We  are  part  of  a  family  of  

leaders,  both  in  our  community  involvement  and  in  Christ.  We  must  not  let  

that  lessen,  stay  strong,  have  faith  and  pray.  

Thanks  be  to  God!    Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia!!!

Reverend  Randy  Belton



Please Join us!!
Town Hall Congregation meeting with Joel Dingman

October 29 after second service.
Joel will also video us talking about St. Andrew's for interested prie applicants.

Thank you to those representing St. 

Andrew’s at the 51st Annual Diocesan 

Convention! Our Delegates this year are 

Julie Belton and Betty Golden, also 

attending/ representing is Rev. Randy 

Belton.

Pictured to the left is our Wow Banner. Each 

church was asked by the Diocese to create 

a banner to explain what makes others say 

“Wow!” about their church. 

ECW Notes

Thanks so much to everyone who helped out with the Patricia Coleman service.  The family was very pleased.

Remember ECW Retreat is Saturday, October 14th.  Please see Sukey for details.

Last day to bring in supplies for the Our Little Roses Orphanage in Honduras is October 16.  Small easy to mail 
school and art supplies, hair accessories, underwear, are all great ideas.

If you would like to host the ECW Christmas Party this year, please contact Sukey or Mary Thompson.

Remember, we try to use ECW funds for outreach as much as possible.  If you would care to donate the following 
items for the church, we can spend our money on those in need:

Coffee
Creamer

Lemonade powder
Paper towels
Toilet paper

Tall kitchen bags
Dish soap

Small paper plates
Napkins

We are always interested in your feedback on ECW matters.         Thanks!   Sukey and Mary



Contact your Vestry Team:
Stephanie Lund (Sr. Warden)
stephlund77@yahoo.com
307-258-0869

Cody Saxton (Jr. Warden)
codywsaxton@yahoo.com
307-749-4623

Julie Belton
therealcenter@centurylink.net
307-231-1856

Jon Boroff
jskk@centurytel.net
307-859-8244

Samantha Harnack
samharnack@gmail.com
307-231-0302
(St. Andrew’s Admin  Assistant)

Sarah Hixson
sarahh@hcbh.org
307-231-2078

Sukey Hohl
sukeybook@gmail.com
307-231-3030

Kris Holmes
fishkristopher@gmail.com
307-421-4959

Jill Maier
jill@grbto.com 
570-439-2169
  
Steve Smith
sbangler@hotmail.com
307-749-0533

Trey Wilkinson
trey081@gmail.com

For newsletter submissions please contact Sam Harnack at the above address or at: 

standrewspinedale@gmail.com

Web site!

Our web site has been updated! Please go to 

www.standrewsinthepines.org

to see the new changes!
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