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A Note from the Rector 

Every time I turn around there is one more thing going on in Pinedale 
and around the Diocese.  Don’t get me wrong, I’m not actually complain-
ing (at least not about that!); I would much rather there were things hap-
pening than we were all sitting on our thumbs praying for something to 
do.  It means that Jesus is alive and well and continuing to change the 
world one act of love at a time, through us. 

The most recent “thing” was an incredible diocesan clergy spouse con-
ference in Saratoga.  It is always good to be with my colleagues and 
friends from around the state, to catch up with what’s going on, and 
renew our connections with each other.  We get to have structured 
time as well as time to ourselves, thoughtful study as well as playtime.  
The conference is also a chance to share new worship ideas and talk 
about our favorite new books and movies.  And, we usually have a 
guest speaker.  This year it was Bishop Jake Owensby of Western 
Louisiana.  He based his talks on his book Your Untold Story: Tales 
of a Child of God, which examines scripture and history through the 
lens of stories of family and friends.  He also delivered a fantastic ser-
mon.  He is the author of four books, and the Diocese will be inviting 
all congregations to use his newest book—A Resurrection Shaped Life—for their Lenten study in 
2020.  I’m asking him to visit us next year in August or September (depending on his schedule) and 
share his wisdom and grace with our area churches.  His insights on pain, grief, hope, and God are 
life-changing and inspiring.  And he has a lot to say about the world in which we currently live and 
how we can discover our faith’s relevance. 

It’s the opportunity for you all (all y’all in Western Louisiana) to experience Bishop Owensby first-
hand rather than through a sermon, and trust me, he will be worth the wait. 

Melinda+ 

Don’t ask what the world 

needs.  Ask what makes 

you come alive and go 

do it, because what the 

world needs is people 

who have come alive. — 

Howard Thurman 

Bishop Search Exercise 

 
The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming will be calling a new bishop in a year, and you are invited to join in the 
process.  In our exercise we explore what we love about our congregation, our diocese, and our state, and 
discover our core values expressed by that love.  The core values shared by all of the congregations in 
Wyoming are the core values we will seek in our prospective bishop.  The exploration will take no longer 
than 3 hours.  Currently scheduled meetings are Thursday, September 12 at 6 pm at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Green River; Friday, September 13 at 6 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Evanston; and, Satur-
day, September 14 at 9 am at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Jackson.  Meetings at St. Andrew’s in Pinedale, 
St. John’s in Big Piney, and St. Hubert’s in  Bondurant are having dates and times determined. 

 

St. Andrew’s Rummage Sale and Silent Auction 

Have items to sell but haven’t the time to organize a garage sale?  St. Andrew’s can help!  St. Andrew's will 
be hosting a rummage sale on Saturday, September 7 from 9 am to noon in the Undercroft.  You can do-
nate your items for St. Andrew’s to sell; or, you can rent a $10 table and sell your items for yourself!  Be-
tween now and September we will also accept donations of items for the silent auction, which will run until 
12:30 pm.  That way you’ll have new treasures to replace the old! 





Father Randy's Summer serving Sublette County and Beyond as your 

Priest Associate. Weddings, Baptisms, Bishops Visit, Celebrations of Life 

and More. Blessings to You All.  



Plumb Bob 101- By Jocelyn Moore 

It is believed plumb bobs were used in ancient Egypt to ensure pyramid construction 

was “plumb” or perfectly vertical. A “bob” or weight pulls a “plumb-line” into a vertical 

axis.  Recently, Daniel WY farrier/sculptor JB Bond let me observe the multi-step 

process he uses to create a plumb bob.   

Crafting a plumb bob is a good example of reverse engineering, i.e., beginning with the 

end in mind.  Before Bond could construct a plumb bob, he fabricated spring swages to 

hold and shape the 1” diameter steel rod into its desired form.  Next, he created and 

welded precise-sized dies, to the spring swage, to narrow the rod and contour the 

plumb bob’s characteristic neck.  With a forge heated to 2800 degrees and an early 1900’s power hammer, 

Bond deftly heats, pounds, cuts, pierces, cools, sands, colorizes and polishes the bob.  

Clasped in his hands during the entire process, Bond holds the cooler end of 

the rod as he moves it from forge to power hammer to anvil back to forge, then 

again to power hammer, anvil, and cooling water bucket.   In the final steps, he 

presses the plumb bob against ever finer-grained sanding belts to smooth the 

surface and polish the plumb bobs appearance.   

Doesn’t God do the same with us? 

God has an end in mind for us, an aspiration. He LOVES 

us so much that He sent Jesus, to earth in human form. 

Think on that. An Eternal Being accepted the constraints 

of time and space to: (1) prove how much we are loved and (2) invite us to have a love 

relationship with Him and other believers.   

Like the process of metal rod to plumb bob, God shapes us into the image of Christ.  He 

transforms us from potential to purpose as we are hammered by problems, pummeled 

by difficulties, pounded by heartache, and scorched by sorrows. We don’t change because we see the light; we 

change because we feel the heat.  God utilizes trials for our good, to mold us into useful beings to serve others 

(Romans 8:28).  And, like the steel rod held by the sculptor, we are cradled in God’s hands our entire lives.   

But we are NOT to be defined by the crushing. The forge is not our final legacy, our goal 

post. God wants us to use our painful experiences to help others who have troubles, using 

the same help we have received from God. (II Corinthians 1:4).  Truth be told, our hardest 

tests form our best testimony.  Our mess-ups become our message as God does not waste 

anything.  When we survive difficulties, the advice we share is not some religious platitude, 

but heart-felt guidance from someone who’s been in the fire, whose faith has been tested, 

shaped and found true.  

A plumb bob co-exists with a plumb line. In Amos 7:7, God tells of HIS plumb line, His 

consistent standard, a vertical reference line for us, an upright way of being.  In Galatians 

5:22, the attributes of living God’s plumb line are listed; loving, happy, peaceful, patient, 

kind, good, faithful, gentle and self-controlled.   

Displaying these traits in our lives - or not - is a good tilt indicator. We can live our beliefs in accordance with 

God’s plumb line or the world’s fleeting fads.  How do we answer these questions?  Can we see how God is 

using our plumb bob experiences to shape us to be Christ-like?  Are we aligned with God’s plumb line?  



Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming: Committee Vacancies 

The following vacancies exist and will need to be filled at the Annual Diocesan Convention to be held Octo-
ber 4th thru October 6th in Rock Springs: 

 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL 
• One (1) lay person (3 year term) 
• One (1) clergy person (3 year term) 
• During Convention: The Committee on Dispatch of Business shall set a time and place for a meeting of 
youth delegates to elect one of them to a one (1) year term on Diocesan Council.  This meeting may take 
place during a recess or during a meal time.  The Secretary of Convention, or the Secretary’s appointee, 
shall preside at the meeting and report the results to Convention. (from Rules of Order for Conventions, 
Rule III, k(2)) 

Diocesan Council's mandate is to 
(1) carry out the program and policies adopted by the annual convention; 
(2) administer and (if necessary) modify the budget; 
(3) review diocesan programming; 
(4) initiate, develop, consolidate or terminate work in the diocese; and 
(5) prepare programs and budgets for presentation to the next convention.  Regional representatives to 
Council are also charged with communicating with and reporting on their region and hosting the pre-
convention meeting in that region.  Council is accountable to convention. 

DISCIPLINARY BOARD 
• One (1) lay person (3 year term) 
• One (1) clergy person (3 year term) 

 

The Disciplinary Board consists of nine (9) members.  Its work is to sit in judgment at the church trial of a 
priest or deacon.  The Disciplinary Board exists to help in cases where clergy have been presented with 
charges under the Ecclesiastical Disciplinary Canons (Title IV) of the National Canons. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE 
• One (1) lay person (3 year term) 
• One (1) clergy person (3 year term) 

 

The Standing Committee, meeting at least twice a year, serves as a confidential council of advice to the 
bishop.  When there is no bishop, the Standing Committee is the ecclesiastical authority of the diocese.  It 
must approve the sale or encumbrance of property, gives consent for elections of bishops, and approve 
candidates for Holy Orders. 

 

GENERAL CONVENTION DEPUTIES/ PROVINCIAL SYNOD FOR 2021 
• Four (4) lay person Deputies 
• Four (4) clergy person Deputies 
• Four (4) lay person alternates 
• Four (4) clergy person alternates 

General Convention Deputies - The Episcopal Church meets as a national convention every 3 years.  All 
dioceses can elect 4 lay deputies and 4 clerical deputies.  All bishops are eligible to attend and vote.  The 
convention is a bi-cameral legislature with a House of Bishops and House of Deputies.  Resolutions on 
various subjects and changes to the Constitution and Canons are proposed from Deputies, Diocesan Con-
ventions, National Church Interim Bodies and Bishops.  Legislation must pass both houses to become a 
resolution for the whole church and some types must be passed at 2 consecutive conventions. Controver-



sial issues are voted on by Deputation, not individually.  The convention functions much like the US 
Congress, with testimony and formation of legislation by committees before presentation on the floor 
of convention.  Deputies are not delegates - they vote their conscience after hearing the debate at the 
time of Convention.  The Convention will be held in Baltimore, Maryland June 30th-July 9th, 2021 - 
longer if a Deputy is appointed to a committee.  Not all deputies are appointed to committees due to 
the number of positions, seniority, and desire to balance the committees by gender, race, geography, 
and theologies.  Deputies are expected to serve the entire time although alternates are elected to fill in 
if necessary.  Deputies must be elected at least one year prior to the National Convention.  For more 
information on General Convention go to the web site of the Episcopal Church <http://
generalconvention.org/gc>. 

 

Provincial Synod meets one time in the same year as General Convention.  All Deputies to General 
Convention will attend the meeting, usually held in the Spring.  Province VI includes the dioceses of 
Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming.  This 
group elects a representative to the national Executive Council, administers a budget, and a program 
that includes Life University, an annual meeting of diocesan Commissions on Ministry, and a provin-
cial youth program.  The meetings also serve to build community within the province. 

 

FOUNDATION FOR THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WYOMING - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
• One (1) person (3 year term) 

 

The Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming is a separate entity from the Diocese of 
Wyoming.  The Foundation was created for the depository and management of any monetary gifts to 
the diocese and administers yearly grants. 

 

If you would like to be in the running for any position except Regional Diocesan Council 
Representative, please send a recent photograph along with the following to the Diocese of 
Wyoming, 123 S. Durbin, Casper, WY 82601, <Jessica@wyomingdiocese.org> by September 21, 
2019: 
• Name 
• Congregation & town 
• Position sought 
• Skills and traits, you bring to this position 
Those interested in running for Regional Diocesan Council Representative should bring 10 copies of 
that information to your regional Pre-Convention meeting on September 24th meeting. 
 

Hiker Bicyclist Ministry 

In case you have not heard, as of August 15, 2019 we have stopped hosting hikers and bicyclists for 2019.  
In the previous several weeks we had difficulty with hikers not following our rules for staying overnight.  This 
put an undue burden on church members to clean up after them, and is also hard on our newly remodeled 
facility.  The vestry and I agreed we would stop hosting bicyclists and hikers for the remainder of the year.  
We are hoping that when people hear that abusing our hospitality had consequences, the people traveling 
next year will be more considerate. 



Sunday Service Times  
St. Andrew’s - 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Taize Service 6:00 pm 
Retirement Center Chapel Service 

Mondays at 10:30 am 
Sublette Center 

 

We will be posting reminders about upcoming 

dates and events on our Facebook page.  Make 

sure you like and follow us to stay current! 

September 23rd (earlier is fine!!!) is the deadline for August newsletter submissions.  Please 
send any news, articles, photos, etc to jlund1911@gmail.com 

Upcoming Dates 

Men’s Breakfast 

3rd Friday of each month at 7AM 

 

September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Taizé service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 

September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Sublette Center Chapel at 10:45 am in the 
medical wing Activity Room 

September 5: Stephen Ministry meeting at 5:30 pm in the Undecroft. 

September 6: Set up for Rummage Sale from 1 to 4 pm in the Under-
croft. 

September 7: Rummage Sale from 9 am to noon in the Undercroft, fol-
lowed by a Silent Auction until 12:30 pm. 

September 9: Vestry meeting at 5:15 pm in the Undercroft. 

September 12: Bishop search exercise at 6 pm at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Green River. 

September 13: Bishop search exercise at 6 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Evanston. 

September 14: Bishop search exercise at 9 am at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Jackson. 

September 18: Suicide Prevention Awareness Walk from Pinedale High 
School to American Legion Park at 7 pm, followed by an ecu-
menical service. 

September 20: Men’s Breakfast at 7 am in the Undercroft. 

October 4-6: Diocesan Convention at Holy Communion Episcopal 
Church in Rock Springs. 


