
A Note from the Rector 
 With so much time 

together being lost in the past 

year, I was trying to think of 

what we could do to connect 

during the Advent season.  It 

occurred to me that having a 

chance to share time, even 

for a few minutes a day, 

could help us get through a 

difficult holiday season.  

  I thought of a virtual 

Advent calendar, a way to unpack a little boost each 

day to keep us from getting too lost in looking back 

to “the good old days” when we didn’t have to 

worry about spreading anything more serious than 

the flu.  

 I had decided on using the daily lectionary to 

give a scriptural foundation to our conversations and 

reflections.  But then Coralee reminded me of a 

book by John Pavlovitz she’d gotten me, Low: An 

Honest Advent Devotional.   To be truthful, it 

hadn’t made much of an impression on me at the 

time, probably because it wasn’t the moment yet.   

 But suddenly, looking at it again, I realized 

this was just what I was wanting us to be able to 

share during this crisis.  We need to be able to see 

the difficult, complicated, gritty reality of life in first 

century Palestine, because we tend to forget 

scripture is about real human beings doing real 

human things in a real world and seeking a real God 

who is right in front of their—our—eyes.   

 
  

December 2020 

Prayer for Those We Love (BCP p. 831)  

Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to 

us to your never-failing care and love, for this 

life and the life to come, knowing that you are 

doing for them better things than we can de-

sire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 It was not saintly innocents constantly gaz-

ing rapturously up to heaven as cartoon villains 

twirled mustaches.  It was work and dirt and blood 

and political disagreements and financial stress 

and, yes, even disease and forced separation from 

family and friends.  And the Gospel has a lot to 

say about how all that is also about joy and friend-

ship and breaking bread and love and sacrifice for 

the sake of others.   

 No matter what people like to say, we are 

not the first  to go through this kind of thing, and 

we won’t be the last.  But even if we can’t all sit in 

the same room, we can still be together, share our 

time with each other, and know ourselves  to be 

immersed in God’s grace.  The calendar takes 15 

minutes a day, from December 2 through Decem-

ber 25.  You can come when you can, because 

each day stands alone.  And for 15 minutes, you 

will be touching the Body that can help sustain you 

for the whole day. 

  Melinda+ 



 

 I’ve always wondered if the song, “Silent Night” wasn’t a bit 

misleading.  

 How could it be quiet with an overhead angel chorus singing in 

glee? With the footsteps and exclamations of shepherds peeking at this 

special sight? With the munch of animals sharing their abode with two 

parents and a tiny babe? With the cries of a newborn wanting comfort?  I 

have a suspicion it was much livelier than the title of this well-loved tune 

leads us to believe. 

 The birth of Christ was not marked by presents, glitter, goodies, 

or the presence of relatives and friends. Forced to return to Joseph’s an-

cestral grounds in Bethlehem for the Roman census, Joseph and Mary 

separated from their home community of Nazareth in Galilee. With so many folks forced to return to ancient 

homelands, lodging was scarce. Joseph secured a shelter used for stock, desperate for any structure to house 

a wife with birth pangs. Maybe there were family members at their stable stopover but none of the Bible ac-

counts mention it.  

 Many of us will experience a similar sojourn this Christmas. Like Joseph, Mary and Jesus, we may 

be physically distant from loved ones. It could be work related or a military deployment or weather or a 
medical quarantine. Christmas evening may be a “silent night” for us, isolated from the bustle and company 
of family and friends. Just as this young family was never outside the presence of God, neither are we for 

God sent the gift of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with Us. As the writer Taylor Caldwell noted, “This is the mes-
sage of Christmas. We are never alone.”  Taking that knowledge to heart, solo or not, we can rest in His 

heavenly peace. 

A Quiet  Chr is tmas  by Joce lyn Moore  

 

Dear St. Andrew’s Family, 

 

 It’s now official!  John retires from his position at BOCES on December 15.  That means the 

time has come for us to move over to Thermopolis, Wyoming.  Although we will make this transition 

with hoped for grace; it will still be tough for us because we have loved living with all of you in Pinedale.  

Spending time with each of you is one of the best blessings of our lives. 

 You really know how to live “as the church” in this community.  Even though I am formally re-

tired as you Rector, I have continued to pay attention to your lives and kept you in my prayers.  Be-

cause of the COVID pandemic - it won’t be possible to say personal good-byes to you which is one rea-

son for this letter. 

 I wish you all to know you are important in our life and the life of St. Andrew’s and Pinedale.  

Plus, we would love to see and visit with you whenever you have an opportunity to visit Thermopolis. 

Our address will be 725 Bighorn – ½ block from the Episcopal Church!  And my phone number is 307-

231-3959.  Take care and blessed holiday season.   

With love, 

 

Pastor Jami 



Our St. Andrew’s in the Pines Family 

Our church family has really taken to zooming! (Does that make us all Zoomsters? Zoomites? Zoomigans?)  All kidding aside, let’s 

quickly review some of the basics. We’ll start at the top.   

At the Zoom screen top right, you can select whether you see everyone (gallery view) or just the person currently speaking (speaker 

view). You can also select full view of the Zoom screen. 

Next, move your cursor to the bottom and watch the buttons pop-up. Here’s what they do, L-R: 

Microphone/mute: Click on the mic to mute or unmute. This is how you talk to others in the meeting. It also lets other folks hear 

what you’re doing or not. 

Camera/video: Allow others to see you or not. Click on the symbol (Start Video) to activate the camera. 

Invite: If you are the host, or allowed by the meeting host, invite others to participate. 

Participants: Click to see the screen names of attendees. 

Share screen: Click the green colored icon to let other people see your computer screen and ALL open files.  Be careful with this 

one! Close files you don’t mean to share. 

Chat: click on the balloon to see participants and send a message to all or to a specific person. 

Record: as meeting host or if host gives permission, record the session for later review/share. 

IMPORTANT: (1) If your microphone is on, (i.e. there’s no red slash through the mic icon), what you say can be heard by EVE-

RYONE.  Turning down your TV or radio does NOT mute your Zoom microphone. (2) Your voice or background noise activates 

your camera.  If your camera is on (with no slash as seen in the example above), Zoom shows your screen when you talk or make 

noise, even if you don’t want this to happen. Gulp! 

Please mute your microphone during the sermon. If you need to move around, turn off the Video temporarily so any movements 

won’t be distracting.  You are all doing great and your efforts to maintain our connections as a church and community are a solid 

expression of love! Thank you!  

Special nod to the University of San Diego, CA for the screen image. Check out this link for their Zoom tutorial and more info.  
https://blink.ucsd.edu/technology/file-sharing/zoom/guide/navigation.html 

 

 Thank you to all those at St. Andrew's who have 
kept Ty, his family, and all of us in your prayers.  Thank 
you for phone calls, text messages, cards, meals, and do-
nations to help Ty and all of us get through this difficult 
time.  You may have heard he tested positive for Covid 
while he was getting chemo.  
 He was very ill and  hospitalized at St. John's for 
11 days.  He is home now, thank God, and recovering 
very slowly, hoping to be well enough to continue his 
chemo and get ready for the stem cell transplant.  He has 
a long way to go but with God's help and all of our pray-
ers, he will get to the other side of this battle and be 
strong and healthy again.    
Van and Marilyn Huffman for Ty and his family and 
Molly and her family. 

Cancer is So Limited 
Author Unknown 

 

It cannot destroy 

  love 

It cannot shatter 

  hope 

It cannot corrode  

   faith 

It cannot destroy 

   people 

It cannot kill 

 friendship 

It cannot suppress 

   

It cannot silence 

  courage 

It cannot invade the 

 soul 

It cannot steal eternal 

 life 

It cannot conquer the 

  spirit 

 

IN THE 
ZOOM 
ZONE 

BY 
JOCELYN 
MOORE 

https://blink.ucsd.edu/technology/file-sharing/zoom/guide/navigation.html


 

 

Service of Solace and Renewal 

 The Holiday season can be hard for those whose hearts are hurting, especially this year when we 

are not able to touch or visit, and so many people are suffering because of the consequences of the pan-

demic.  Please know that you are not alone.  The Service of Solace and Renewal (also known as “Blue 

Christmas”) is a gentle, contemplative service for those who are not feeling "merry and bright" during this 

season of celebration.  Everyone is welcome to join our Zoom service on Monday, December 21 at 6 pm.    

 

Thanks to our Jr.Warden Cody Saxton, Pinedale Gas, Flowright Plumbing and Heating 

and Ivie Electric for getting  the Natural Gas Line 

and Furnace Installed in the Rectory.   

 After the electric in-ceiling heat failed in midsum-

mer, the vestry decided it would be more economical in the 

long run to put in a gas system rather than replace the elec-

tric heat.  The heating bills should be considerably cheaper, 

and the gas furnace system is easy to access and re-

pair.  We sometimes take central heat for granted, but it is 

an incredible gift that we should appreciate   

 

Zoom Advent Calendar Gatherings 

will begin December 2 and go through Christmas Day.  We 

will meet at 6:30 pm each evening for 15 minutes of scrip-

ture, reflection, and music.  As our resource we will be us-

ing John Pavlovitz’s book Low: An Honest Advent Devotional.  The same Zoom link will be used every 

time, and a reminder email for the next day’s gathering will 

go out each evening with the scripture for the next day.  Daily 

      sweets for the spirit! 

 

Christmas Services this year will be held by Zoom 

  We are able to have our regularly scheduled times for Christmas Eve worship, 5 pm and 10 pm, and the 

Diocesan Virtual Choir will provide the music.  If you need help using Zoom, there are several people who 

can guide you through its use.  Please contact the church at 307-749-3265 or email at stan-

drewspinedale@gmail.com to make an appointment.   

 

2019 Christmas Pageant 
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Reminder: The Church is NOT CLOSED 
 We are the church.  There is love to spread, people to nurture and care for, opportunity to make a dif-
ference in the lives of those we know and those we don’t.  The Gospels don’t recount stories of Jesus and his 
best pals meeting at church each Sunday, but, rather, tell the story of humans, beloved of God, seeking and 
serving those who are in need.  This is the principal work we have ahead of us as Christian people—Monday 
through Saturday follower of Jesus, spreaders of love, gathering in a beautiful church on Sundays when we 
can.     –The Rev. Jimmy Bartz 
 

The Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese will Match Your Donation to Episcopal Relief & Development 
 At the Annual Diocesan Convention, we could not hold an 
Episcopal Relief and Development ingathering as we have in past 
years due to the combination with the Electing Convention and the 
Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. As of today, the Diocese has only 
raised $5,072.86. The Diocese is excited to let you know that for 
every dollar your parish donates through December 31, 2020, to 
Episcopal Relief & Development, the Foundation for the Episcopal 
Diocese will match dollar for dollar up to $50,000.00.  To match 
your donation by the Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese, please send one check made out to Episcopal 
Relief & Development from your church to the Diocesan Office, 123 South Durbin Street, Casper, WY 
82601.  
 

Lay License Extension 
The Commission on Ministry voted to extend the ministry licenses for Eucharistic Minister, Eucharistic Visi-
tor, Worship Leader and Preacher through April 1st, 2021.  Please watch for guidelines for renewing these 
licenses early in 2021, when we find out how Bishop-Elect Paul-Gordon wants to handle ministry licenses.  
If you have any questions, please contact the Very Rev. Lori Modesitt, Commission on Ministry Chair at 
lori@wyomingdiocese.org or 307-322-6064.  Thank you all for your ministries in the church. 
 

Invitation to contribute to the purchase of vestments for the Bishop-Elect Paul-Gordon Chandler 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 As we prepare to enter the season of Advent and the upcoming season of preparation, hope and re-
newal, our thoughts are also moving forward to the new year. One of the joys that we know 2021 will bring 
is the consecration of our Bishop-Elect, the Rev. Canon Paul-Gordon Chandler, which is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 13, 2021 at St. Matthew’s Cathedral in Laramie. At this time we will also be wishing Godspeed to 
Bishop John and Jill as they begin the next exciting phase of their lives. 
 A meaningful part of the Consecration is the presentation of gifts to our new Bishop. Bishop-Elect 
Paul-Gordon will be presented with his own personal vestments as gifts from the various congregations in 
the Diocese. Individuals are also cordially invited to contribute to the purchase of these vestments, as we all 
celebrate the occasion of Paul-Gordon becoming the tenth Bishop of the Diocese of Wyoming. If your con-
gregation or any individuals within your congregation would like to make a contribution to this gift—which 
will be given on behalf of all of us in the Diocese of Wyoming—please send your check payable to the Dio-
cese of Wyoming (include “vestments” in the memo line) and mail to Ms. Jessica Reynolds, Episcopal Dio-
cese of Wyoming, 123 S. Durbin Street, Casper, WY 82601.  
 We thank you for choosing to be a part of this celebration with not only your contributions, but also 
your prayers and your presence in Spirit. We are excited as we prepare to enter the New Year united in our 
service to Christ and His Church. 
 
Wishing you many blessings in this holiday season,  
 
Diocesan Transition Committee 
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December Birthdays  

Emma Liske  12/1 

Paul Hutta  12/2 

Larry Zuckerman 12/3 

Wyatt Lund  12/7 

Dave Lankford 12/15 

Jon Boroff  12/18 

Trey Wilkinson 12/20 

Aaron Arne  12/22 

Dewitt Morris  12/26 

Holden Saxton  12/26 

Hailey Liske  12/30 Upcoming Dates:  

December 2-25: Virtual Advent Calendar Zoom gathering 6:30 to 6:45 pm. 

December 6, 13, 20, 27: Sunday services by Zoom at 9 am. 

December 9: Vestry meeting by Zoom at 5:30 pm.    

December 21: Service of Solace and Renewal by Zoom at 6 pm 

December 24: Christmas Eve services by Zoom at 5 pm and 10 pm.  

 

ECW Social Distancing Christmas 

Ornament Exchange 

 Bring a wrapped ornament with a note or 

card of Christmas greeting to Sukey’s office at the 

library by Friday, December 11th.  The packages 

will then be available at the church starting Sun-

day, December 13 and you can pick one randomly. 

Questions? Call Sukey at 231-3030. 


