
Notes from the Rector 

 It was the best of 

times, it was the worst of 

times.  Charles Dickens 

definitely knew how to 

cover all the bases.  

Dickens was writing about 

the French Revolution and 

the upheaval that came 

with it, not only in France 

but around the world.  

People who went to their 

leaders because food and 

shelter were beyond their 

reach  were not only sent 

away empty handed but 

blamed for their own suffering.  

 Much as we just saw play out in Texas with 

the electricity failing when it was needed most, the 

rules were not made to take care of ordinary people 

but to maximize profit.  And (to paraphrase 

Matthew 7:27) when the snow fell and the storm 

came and the winds blew, the state fell, and great 

was its fall.  When the failure of those rules to serve 

the people—including those who kept power but 

were charged thousands of dollars per day—was 

made abundantly clear, those who had made the 

rules tried to put the blame anywhere but 

themselves.  But money valued over people was, 

and continues to be, the root of the problem. 

 For the past year or so we have been seeing 

the latest continuation of our own American 

Revolution, still striving to bring fully into being “a 

new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to 

the proposition that all [people] are created equal.”  

It’s hard and painful work, and it’s always 

tempting to say we’re done, it’s good enough, no 

one has ever done better, let’s not worry about the 

ones left out of the promise.  But that’s not what 

Jesus said.  
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 Jesus said we are to worry about the ones 

left out first, and make certain they’re cared for.  If 

we are going to follow Jesus, construction codes 

should mandate houses be built to shelter people 

in the worst of weather, not just the best, other-

wise homes become deathtraps instead of shelters.  

Public utilities should function in the cold and 

heat as well as in the cool and warm, otherwise 

people are at the mercy of the elements when they 

need power the most. 

 Elected officials should prioritize their 

work on behalf of their poorest constituents, not 

just their wealthy friends and neighbors, other-

wise poor people have their hope taken away and 

they tear down everything around them in des-

peration and despair.  If the poor, the oppressed, 

the sick, the dying, the imprisoned, the foreign, 

the widowed and orphaned are first on the priori-

ty list, then everyone else will be okay as well.  

Because then we will have learned to love and 

care for one another the way God loves and cares 

for us, as free and equal children of God.  And 

that, and that alone, is good enough. 

 

Melinda+ 

Sarah Hixson 



 

 Dang the house was cold!  Wind howling down the stove pipe blew out the pilot light and left me 

without any heat.  I dropped to all fours, opened the metal apron and fumbled for the striker button. It was 

too dark under there to make out the guide marks on the controls. I grabbed a flashlight and started over. 

The beam illuminated the switches for a quick twist here and push there and, voila, I was on my way to a 

warm evening. 

 The Bible abounds with teachings on light. Genesis tells us that 

God’s very first action was to create light.  He said, “Let there be light,” 

and it came into being!  In John’s first chapter, he explains his role is one 

who points to the light. John 1:6, “There was a man sent from God whose 

name was John…8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness 

to the light.” 

 During his ministry, Jesus reveals over and over that He is the 

Light. “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes 

in me should stay in darkness.”  Astoundingly, as He prepared to return to the Father, Jesus bestowed the 

role of light bearer on us. In the Sermon on the Mount recorded in Matthew’s fifth chapter, Jesus 

says,14“You are the light of the world…16let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 We’re to be a light, not a lighter. 

 Incendiary remarks on (anti)-social media from reactive, enraged people are ubiquitous, a dime a 

dozen, common as dirt. The Bible teaches that verbal arson is wrong.  James warned the church, and us to-

day, against fire-bomb remarks, “By our speech, we can…send the whole world up in smoke and go up in 

smoke with it, smoke right from the pit of hell.”*   

 You and I are someone’s flashlight. We may be the only source of God’s light in some person’s path. 

Our good works are not for self-aggrandizement but to illuminate God’s love. So, here’s a few light bulbs. 

No snap judgments - wait until all the facts are known. Be sensitive and empathetic. Don’t shine a flood-

light on others mistakes and use a matchstick to view our own faults. Nip problems in the bud, strive for 

harmony.  

This  L itt le  L ight  of  Mine  by Joce lyn Moore  

Wildlife photos by Andrea Paulsen 

Swans on Freemont before the freeze 

Sheep in Jackson Hole 



From the Middle East to the Wild West 

 The Rt. Rev. Paul-Gordon Chandler, who was 

elected on September 19, 2020, was ordained and 

consecrated as 

the 10th bishop 

of the Episco-

pal Diocese of 

Wyoming on 

Saturday, Feb-

ruary 13, 2021 

at St. 

Matthew’s Ca-

thedral, 

Laramie, Wyo-

ming. 

 The 

Most Rev. Mi-

chael Curry, 

the Presiding 

Bishop of The 

Episcopal 

Church, said, “Bishop Paul-Gordon really brings re-

markable gifts and graces to join in this new partner-

ship in the Gospel. As you read and learn his story 

and get to know him, you will discover a person of 

deep faith, with profound and wide experience of 

living that faith in a variety of contexts always cen-

tered in Jesus and his way of love. I simply can’t wait 

to see and experience what this new partnership of 

the Holy Spirit, the clergy and people of Wyoming 

and Bishop Paul-Gordon will do. Our world needs 

you. And God has called you, bishop and people, 

together for this moment, ‘for such a time as this,’ as 

the Bible says. God love you, God bless you, and 

may God hold us all in those almighty hands of 

love.” 

 During the service, Chandler was entrusted 

with the historic Diocesan Crozier by the Rt. Rev. 

John S. Smylie, whom he has succeeded.  The service 

incorporated the languages of Arapaho and Shosho-

ne, and creatively reflected the uniqueness of Wyo-

ming – from visual imagery of the state’s beauty to 

highlighting its distinct diversity.  Shoshone and 

Arapaho drum circles and cedaring were also part of 

the service, as well as a diocesan virtual choir.  

 The Chief Consecrator was The Rt. Rev. 

Katharine Jefferts Schori, the former Presiding Bish-

op of the Episcopal Church.  Bishop Jefferts Schori 

says, “We look forward to the ministry of Bishop 

Paul-Gordon Chandler, expecting that his abundant 

multicultural experience will bring fresh insights and 

ways of contextualizing the gospel in Wyoming.  His 

focus on the arts offers yet another way of under-

standing the good news of God in Christ and should 

bless this diocese in an expanding ability to love and 

serve ALL neighbors.  The Diocese of Wyoming has 

had a deeply gifted series of bishops, and Paul-

Gordon will build on those well-laid foundations.” 

 Artists Melissa Strickler of Lander and 

Shirley J. Sanderson-Stephens of Cody had been 

commissioned to produce artwork for the service 

that formed an installation titled “Christ of the Fron-

tier.”  During the service, Chandler was presented 

symbols of the Office of Bishop that had been crafted 

to reflect Wyoming, including a beaded stole made 

by the Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho peo-

ples that incorporates their sacred symbols, a crozier 

in the shape of the staffs used by the early Basque 

shepherds in the state, and a cope and mitre with 

embroidered symbols of Native American spiritual 

traditions which were designed and constructed by 

Ecclesiastical Needlework fabric artist Phyllis Lehm-

berg. 

 Reflecting Chandler’s years in West Africa 

and the Middle East, he was given a silver pectoral 

cross made by Tuareg nomads in the Sahara, and a 

ring handcrafted in Cairo, Egypt.  The service also 

included the languages of Arabic, Hebrew and Ara-

maic. Due to the pandemic lockdown in the UK, the 

sermon of The Rev. Dr. Samuel Wells, the vicar of 

the historic church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields on 

London’s Trafalgar Square, was live-streamed. 

 Bishops from around the region were in 

attendance, as well as The Rt. Rev. Bob G. Jones, the 

former Bishop of Wyoming for 20 years, from 1977 to 

1997.  All visiting bishops participated in the act of 

consecration of Bishop Chandler. 

 Following the consecration, Bishop Paul-

Gordon says, “I am profoundly humbled to serve 

with the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming.  I look for-

ward to building on the excellent foundation that 

exists and the unique history of the diocese.  I believe 

the Episcopal Church in Wyoming is uniquely posi-

tioned for a visionary future, and I look forward to 

all that God has in store for us together as we discov-

er how ‘Christ walks the Wyoming Road.’” 



In Person Worship   We will have in-person worship livestreamed on Zoom at 9 am on Sundays 

unless the County Public Health Officer changes his recommendations.   

Newsletter Deadline   The deadline for the April Newsletter submissions is Wednesday, 

March 24 at 5 pm.  Please email your articles, information, photos, etc. to Sukey Hohl at 

sukeybook@gmail.com between now and then.  Thanks! 

Annual Meeting   The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, March 21 after the 9 am service.  After 

receiving input from members on the Diocesan Council Annual Meeting Resolution, the Vestry de-

cided to the meeting will be in person as well as on Zoom, since hopefully by then many of our 

members will be vaccinated.  Before the annual meeting, everyone will receive the year-end finan-

cials and the most recent COVID-19 grant report.  The February 8 vestry meeting will be a budget 

preparation session, and the draft budget will be approved at the annual meeting.  The current ves-

try will continue for an additional year, so that we have continuity as we deal with the ongoing diffi-

culties and consequences of the pandemic.   

Rev. Jami and John Anderson are in Thermopolis!  You can write them at 725 Bighorn, Ther-

mopolis, WY  82443.  They’d love to stay in touch! 

Holy Week begins March 28    Palm/Passion Sunday is March 28th; Maundy Thursday is April 

1st; Good Friday is April 2nd; Holy Saturday is April 3rd; and Easter Sunday is April 4th. 

ABRAHAM: Out of One, Many" coming to WY!   The Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming will soon be 

hosting "ABRAHAM: Out of One, Many,” a timely artistic initiative curated by CARAVAN that focuses on 

what we can learn from Abraham’s story about living together more harmoniously. This strategic exhibition 

looks at what Abraham, a historical spiritual figure of distinct significance within the three primary monothe-

istic faith traditions of Islam, Christianity and Judaism, whose followers are all referred to as “children of 

Abraham,” can teach us about embracing the “other” and welcoming the “stranger.”  

 For this exhibition, three celebrated Middle Eastern contemporary visual artists from the faith tradi-

tions of Islam, Christianity and Judaism have each created five paintings that interpret Abraham’s life and 

faith journey for us today, serving as a guide toward creating cultures of peace, harmony, justice and healing 

– all as descendants of a shared heritage. What can Abraham teach us today toward freeing our world from 

sectarian strife? That is the question this unique exhibition attempts to answer.  

 The exhibition premiered in Rome, Italy in the spring of 2019, and was then showcased in Paris, 

France and Edinburgh, Scotland over the summer of 2019. In the fall of 2019 the exhibition began touring the 

USA through 2021. In Wyoming, ABRAHAM: Out of One, Many will be exhibited in three cities – Rock 

Springs, Laramie and Lander – between March 20 – May 28, 2021. Our churches in these three cities will be 

hosting the exhibition. 

 More information is coming soon about the exhibition and associated programming around it. To read 

more about the exhibition, see: www.oncaravan.org/abraham. 

mailto:sukeybook@gmail.com
http://www.oncaravan.org/abraham


St. Andrew’s in the Pines Vestry January 11, 2021 Minutes 

 

Present: The Rev Melinda Bobo, Rector, Joni Mack, Sr. Warden, Robert Zakotnik, Sheryl Boroff, John Lund, Andrea 

Paulsen, Sue Holtz and The Rev. Randy Belton 

 

1.  Call to Order: 5:37 pm 

2. Daily Devotion for Early Evening – BCP p. 139 

3. Approval of the Minutes of December 14, 2020: approved as written. These will go in the February newsletter. 

4. Treasurer’s Report and Outreach - $738.81  MSP’d to approve the financial statement. This year-end statement 

will go in the February newsletter. 

5. Business 

Visioning/ Dream.  

Pledges/Budget/ State Endurance Grant (CARES Act for nonprofits) St. Andrew’s is applying for the difference be-

tween the donations (previous year) and this year. We are likely to get a substantial grant, as we are a proven con-

tributor to our community’s wellbeing.  

Annual Meeting scheduling and procedures: Move to February or wait until March, after many are vaccinated, hope-

fully to an in-person meeting. Previous to the meeting, send out year-end financials, the COVID grant report, and let 

parish know that the budget will be worked on at the February vestry. Budget session February 8 vestry meeting, 

Annual Meeting Sunday March 21. 

 COVID-19 Foundation Grant status: We have $10,284 left. Everyone we’ve helped has been so appreciative, including 

the Sublette Center resident Christmas trees, decorated by local kids, which will become an annual event. 

Outreach funds:  our outreach funds will be held until need arises that is not impacted by COVID in some way. 

COVID youth mental health grants for Sublette County School Districts 1 and 9: have not yet expended any funds for 

this project, but the schools are very grateful for the support. 

6. Miscellaneous  

Andrea and Joni volunteered to create a simple parish directory from the card request we put in with the pledge 

letter. The pledges are still coming in, but we could get a start on it. It can be published on our email list as well as 

hard copies to put in the narthex at church. 

February 19 & 20 session, Zoom link will be forwarded on the Fresh Expressions Future Church Summit meeting. This 

will be an opportunity to examine how church will continue in a post-COVID world and brainstorm good ideas. 

Communication with our parishioners: People are feeling disconnected from so many things, especially from 

church. Andrea suggested calling people each month and putting in the newsletter their comments, like Terry Al-

len’s Question on the Street in the paper. Call people you know and ask how they are. 

John saw Ty Huffman at the PAC, he’s in pretty good spirits. Ask parish to send Barb Pape a sympathy card as her 

stepmother passed away.  Follow up with people on the prayer list. Andrea suggested sending cards during the 

monthly birthday cards. 

In-person church: we are waiting a couple of weeks after the holiday spike in COVID to see if we can meet in 

church; currently looking at January 24th to have in-person church. Could we do coffee hour with socially distancing 

and masks? No refreshments but seeing everyone would lift peoples’ morale. 

Coralee Petersen’s home is under contract and she will be moving this spring if it all goes through. We would like to 

anticipate having some kind of a farewell for her. February newsletter, we would announce this if she’s OK with it. 

 







PLACE 

STAMP HERE 

St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

March  Birthdays: 

Janae Arne  3/2 

Matt David  3/2 

Kristi Kainer  3/3 

John Lund  3/3 

Joni Mack  3/3 

Sarah Hixson  3/5 

Monte Skinner  3/6 

Nancy Norris Lutje 3/11 

Jamie Rellstab  3/11 

Karson Hecht  3/16 

Ward Wise  3/17 

Phyllis Corbisier  3/18 

Samuel Cook  3/20 

Mckile Karsch  3/23 

Ana Cuprill  3/27 

Stephanie Lund  3/31 

Upcoming Dates:  
March 7, 14, 21, 28:  Sunday services in-person and by Zoom at 9 am unless otherwise 

  announced. 

March 8:   Vestry meeting in-person and by Zoom at 5:30 pm in the Under
   croft and by Zoom. 

March 21:    St. Andrew’s Annual Meeting in person and by Zoom after the 9 
  am service. 

March 28:    Palm/Passion Sunday, the first day of Holy Week.  Service in per
  son and by Zoom at 9 am unless otherwise announced. 

PLEASE JOIN US! IN PERSON CHURCH! 


